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confident.”

Several trends are striki

this year's Invitatienal, ac
ing to Hampson.
. “There's an interenst in tradi-
tional forma like ve 3, there's
an exploration in mixed-materi-
als and in increasing scale,” he
suid,

Among the 65 artists from 17
rountriea in the Tnvitationa) are
three local artists: Herb Bab-
cock, chair of the glass depart-
ment at the Center for Creative
Studies, Cristen Velliky, cur-
rently working a master’s of fine
art at Cranbrook Academy of

Art, and Albert Young, who also
teaches ot CCS.

Opening up

Whiie ginas has been around
rince the Phaenician traders in
2500 BC, it has been stigmatized
in the 20th century as a “protty
craft,” snid Hampson.

Apparently, critics wondered:
Could n material most commenly
used for utility purposes atso
have aesthetic vatue?

The recent history of glass
artistry isn't too different from
thun the one-time estrangement
of photography from the fine
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arts.

It wasn't until Anecl Adams
and others proved that “art” wos
as much about viuion as techni-

known for 30 years: glass sculp-
ture not only complements natu-
rnl light, but is an ideal medium
in the ago of optical illusions,

cai hy
br.cnmo widuly rccugni'ed as a
finc art.

Today, photography is
arguably the most popular art-
form. Could glass be far behind?

In the early 1980s, snid Hamp-
gon, the future of ginas becume

. cryatnl clear, (Who could resiat
that pun?)

Finally, albeit relucmntly. crit-
ies and art historians began to
recognize what collectors had

scene north along Woodward
doesn't interest him,

“Everything is sanitized in
suburbia,” he said. “I'm Iouking
for diversity, not homogencity.”

Ten years ago, Magsig, joined
a friend on a photo shoot of his-
toric buildings in Detroit,

At the time, Magsig was paint-
ing abatraction. “I'was looking
for something more personal,” he
said.

He found an emotional kinship
with the vacant downtown Hud-
gon’s building, tlie Michigan
Train Station, the River Rouge
Plant, the post-Civit “War built
Kowmes in Brusa T and the
Generai dvisis plond va o0
soh Avenue.

Then, he studied the shadowy
buildings in the aren of Grand
Circus Park, Gratiot, Fort and
Michigan Avenue, many of
which were built at the turn of
the century.

The cpiphanies on that initial
photo shoot provided the materi-
al for the 10-plus years of paint-
ing. And with recent trips to

Conversations rompc:

New York City, Magsig has
expanded hia nrchitnctuml refer-
ences to include buildi an

rural skies cultivated a “sense of
things.” .
Tncluding dedicnti

to work.

street scenes in the Big Apple.

Working from a phnlogrnphxc
reference and an intrieate gnd

system, Mopsig “roughs in” the
composition by drawing with a
paint brush. Alternatively, he
examines a color slide of the sub-
jeet thrnul,h an eyepiece, then
luys in the color, workmg from
dark to light.

Although mnny of his paint-
ings depict the fine details of a
building, it only takes Mogsig o
few days to complete finish a

But. effici uuldn L

sai

“I's not how fast you paint but
how often.”

And Magsig seldom misses a
chance to paint.

Rootedness

Growing up on a farm in
northern Ohio, Magsig recalled
that rising early and working
until sundown under the great

“Growing up on a farm, you
didn’t stop working until ail the
work was done. Whenover that
was,” ho said.

While somo of his friends have
often talked about “becoming an
artist” after they retire, Mageig
ia.determined to recommit him-
self to his art cach day.

He keeps a visual journal, and
doean’t expect to wait for inspi-
ration. Magsig's ambition
requires n day-to-day commit-
ment,

"chg an nrt!ut m nhuut tho
in ey " ha -ird nt same.
thmg that ynu try ln I‘md time
for.”

Somewhat reluctant to
deseribe his work, Mngsig readi-
ly recites a quote from one of his
favorite contemporary painters,
Chuck Close: “Inspiration is for

amateurs. 1 just work every*

day.”
That kind of work ethic can
have a stabilizing cffect.

another several hours to fill in
the details.

*“I don't know where it comes
from,” she said of the inspiration
and enervgy for her art.

But she knows where it leads.
Often, she tells her students at
ihc beginning of class, “Closc

your eyes, we're going on a trip.”

A paintbrush, she teaches, is
like a pnssport.

Tomkow's current work, a
path winding through a row of
sunlit trees, is more mystical
than her previous landscapes.

She helds up the work-in-
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progress, and wonders aloud
about what the painting repre-
sents.

“I want to show people that
there's nlways a path that leada
away from n place thnu cold
and lonely,

“There's alwaya hope.”

d room for salvation.

T y-8ix ycars ago, ihere
wore nnly a few invitatioral
glass exhibita. And no one had
put together an snnual show
until Hampson.

Today, there are signs that
Hampason's ambassadorship inas
{ndoed oponcd the world to glass
artistry. .

In the last fow years alone,
thore have been major glass
cxhibite at museums in Cleve-
land, Boston, Indicnapolis and

Milwaukee.

Other positive signs abound.
Hnmpaon is encouraged that
h!g)l prnﬁlo nruntn such ags
Robert Rauschunbery and Junpey
Johne have cxplored gloss in
their work.

Meanwhile, Hampson has con-
tinued to document the year-to-
year developments in glasa
artistry while spreading the
word, astting up exhibits in
western Europo, Japan and Tai-
wan.

*I figurs we have five more
years af opening the world to
glass,” said Hampson.

After that, ho anid, he expects
programs in glass studies and
regular venues for glass artists
to be included at public muse-
ums, and in the fine art galleries
around the world.

“[ feel Jike I've fought the good
fight,” he said.

For the opening on Saturday,
Hampseon expected about 2,000
visitors, During the Invitational
exhibit, which runs through May
3, he figures nearly five times
that many will stop lightly
through Habatat Galleries,

Who knows? Maybe they'll
have to eall out the guards.

Glass transforms Viewers into lovers

Lou Ann Shelton compares the
excitement glass art generates in
viewers to the feeling “you get
when you're in love.”

On Saturday, April 11, Shelton

will speak about the dnzzhng
material in conjunction with an
exhibition at River's Edge
Gallery I in Canton.

In celebration of Michigan
Glass Month - April, River's
Edge Gallery I in Wyandotte,
and the Canton gallery, are host-
ing educational and historical
exhibits of glass works by nine
Michigan artists. Thny will alao
feature vintage picces from the
collections of Jerome and Car-
nlvn Ash of Natenit and Cliffard.
and Lou Ann Sheiton of Allee
Park.

Shelton curated both shows,
and will lecture on the hwtory of
glass, contemporary artists, and
collecting. Shelton began to
assemble her glass collection
during an internship at Habatat
Gallerics.

Shelton was nudymg for o
bachelor’s degree in art history
at the University of Michigan-
Dearborn at the time. She

learned about techniques and -

history of glass from Habatat
Galleries president Ferdinand
Hampaon during her internship

* at the all-glass gallery in Ponti-

ac, formerly in Farmington Hills.

-Hampson is a wealth of knowl-

edge about the medium, and has
written several books en the con-
temporary studio glnss move-
ment. -

During the lecture, Shelton
will show cxamples of different
hot and cold glass making pro-
cesses including fusing ond
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Class Glass

What: An exhibition of blown and ntmncd glass by nine Michigan
ta

lectability and tech-

artists. Reception

urday, April 11,

a on
niques of glass by art historian Lou Ann Shclwn. 6-7:30 p.m. Sat-

When: Exhibit conm;ucs thnwgh Fnduy,

May 1, wlth a apecinl
April 11-16. Hours

display of hi

urda;

Canton, (734) 264-9880.

glas:
are 10 a.m, to 6 p.m. Monday and Tucsdny, untll 7 p.m. Wednes-
day and Thursday; until 8 p.m. Friday, and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat-

Who{»o‘ River's Edge Gallery 11, 44834 Ford Road, (between Shel-
don and Conten Center Road, behind Murrnys Auto Supply),

slumping. Her own collection
apotlights a fabric store by Emily
Braek and Lha lnmn.worked
paperweights of Paul Stankard.

“It's almost like a love affair,”
snid Shelton. “Sometimes there’s
a depth, you.can go into and
almost live there.”

The hard-to-resist medium of
glass mesmerizes viewers and

“Class Glass™ fills the galleries
with vesseis, bowls, beads, and
atained glass by John Fitz-
patrick, Gregory .Johnaton,
Bruce Boatman, Thercsa
Pierzchala, Tim Kurant, Dr,
Robert Schweyén, Karnig Daba-
nian, and Karen nnd Tim Car-
ney.

artists aliko with its rainbow of Featured artist .
reflections. The sparkle and glit-  John Fitzpatrick shows vessels
ter emanating from the surface  and sculpted bowla created in his
hasn't been matehed by pmnt or Touch of Light Studio & Gulledu
clay sincg artists di dits of dbl Glass in F

allurin, ki Fi ick studied glass making

1
waorkshop held bchmd the ’[’olcda
Muscum of Art more than 30
years ago.

Harvey Littleton, who led the
scasions, built a furnace which
cnabled individual artists to cre-
ate work. Until that time, glass
was produced by teams of crafts-
men in factories such as Steuben
(Inter purchascd by Corning} nnt
Tiffany.

Crentivity unlenshed

The discovery thot artists
could work alone unleashed a
torrent of creativity.

ut Center for Creative Studies,
Orrefors Glasskolan and Kosta
Boda Glassworks in Sweden. His
experience with the medjum
includes working ns a glass
blower and designer in Denmark
in the early 1980s.

*I love gluss,” said Fitzpatrick.
“It's a very tmmediate kind of
material _because it's 2,000
degrees F. when it's blown.
Unlike painting, you can’t go
bnck to blown glass and mwnrk

~
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SOME EXCITING ATTRACIONS

NOVI EXPO CENTER

""THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 2pm-10pm
.FRIDAY, APRIL 3, Zpm-10pm
SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 10am-10pm

SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 10am.7nm . :
Thie 1998 Home Iy glm]nmem Show at the Novl Expo. .
Center has more to offer this year than ever before, New

. exhibits, new products, | XCl 3) .

'?p'ﬂ'n';‘ 1'5 here, and here IS where It's at. Thc )998 Hame

Improvement Show. Better than ever

AT THIS YEAR'S SHOW:
w Make tuming “Trinkots
Rk el B

llmcagnan. Rs"t‘he ppliar
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O.M E NOVI EXPO CENTER
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