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Evclyn Forrest admits that
Efiglish is the bnly language she
knows and probably tho only ane
she wants to know.

Shc can't exsplain why hor sons

.,‘Rlchnrd and Chucl huve adopt-
.62 so well to other languages
‘and other cultures. Richard
,works with tha National Wildlife
X Fudcmhnn in Japan and speaks
+fluent Japaneso. Chuck warks
‘for a British law firm in Abu
Dhabi in the United Arab Emi-
fates and speaks fluent Arabic,
Her globe-trotting children
ave allowed Forrest, owner of
elp-U-Sell South Oakland and
resident of Birmingham, to.see
p aces she'd have never ventured
"to otherwiso.
In December of 1896, she
~Joined Chuck in Abu Dhabi on
‘‘the celebration of tho 25th
anniversary of the United Arab
Emirates and was surpriscd to
find cn ultra modern city with
all the comforts of homo and
then some.
Though she had been to Egypt
g visit Chuck in the past, Abu

habi sounded a little remote, o

fittle more like thoso ndventure

movies with dusty open murkel
plucea and jostling crowds. -

- “I thought it would be dirty,
but i. waan’t,” she said. “Abu
Dhabi ia very clean.” !

Her son'a interest in the Mid-
dlc East began in collega.

“He went to Yale aa an under-
graduate and went on a dig to
Syria with a professor, where
they thought the Ark might have
been, if it existed at all,” she
said. *He got to know tho peaple
there in the desert small towns,

Anyway, he likes the warm.

weuather.”

Following law school at the
University of Michigan and
momentary notoreity for win-
ning $172,800 on “Jeopardy” in
1980, Chuck Forrest began
working with the U.S, Foreign
Servico in Dubai. Ho was also
atationed for a summer in Eygpt.
Ho now handles contract law for
the British firm.

*I had gone to Eygpt to visit
him and he said, you should
como here, it's great,” Forrest
said. “I was impressed by the
p]a:e. Until recently they would-
n't allow tourists. Now thoy're
buflding huge hotels and they
have beautiful beaches.”

Hatchet
man: Chuck
Forrest dis-
cusses buy-

ing a hatchet
from a man
P& in Oman.

GREAT ESCAPES

’dern Abu Dh'abl rises foh anment -Ara’b él‘te

The United Arab Enirates,
with a population of 1,206,000 is
on the south shore of the Persion
Gulf and has become prosperous
becauso of oil.

Forrest displays magazine pic-
turea of the city fram just 24
years ago that show a scottering
of buildinga on a bare desertlike
landscapo. Today the city
(347,000 papulation) is a glowing
visien of white akyscrapers,

«clean strects and an attractively
developed watorfront. Many of
the buildings, including some
spectacular private residences,
have been designed by world-
famous architecta,

The UAE is not as religiously
canservative ns Saudi Arobin, its
neighbor.

“Saudi Arabia ia strictly Mus-
lim and the women cover them-
sclves,” Forrest said. “But in the
Arab Emirates, foreigners don't
have to do that. You have to be
sensitive to their religion, but

it's not religious like Snudi Ara- -

bin or Iran (just across the gulD.”

Furrest said the Arab women
wero covered in their robes at
the market. “But underneath I
could see cowboy boots and
jeans”

The muthel in L iy is not
the open air market usually
aasociated with Arab countries,
It is another.modern low-rise
across from a mosque and sur-
rounded by high-rise office build-
ings. And it isn’t tho only place
to shop.

“Shoppers can get anything
you can get at Somersct, Now
York City or Beverly Hills, in
foct they have more than we
have here,” Forreat soid,

And, 'though the citics outside
of Abu Dhabi have traditional
markets and more traditional
ways, they alao have McDon-
ald’s,

“It's kind of sad that every-
whero is gotting to be like us,”
Forrest said,

Chuck Forrest livea in a mod-
ern high rise apartment houso
with n beautiful view nf\the gulf

from his window.

Abu Bhabl: Evelyn Forrest found the streets of this United Arab Emirate city brtglzt

and modern.

But not evurythmg hns
changed.

Forrest said mer, and women
dance, separately, in the street
to traditional goat-skin bagpipes
and drums.

“Camels walk around like
crows here, outsido the city lim-
its,” sho said,

She wasn't tempted to try
camel riding.

“You have to have them lic
down before you get on them and
thoy apit, 80 I didn't think I'd
want to do that,” she said,

The pcople are friendly, For-
rest said, though when she and
her son encountered a man with
two hatchets in Oman, she was-
n't too sure. It turned out he just
wanted to sell the hatchets. -

To top off an interesting visit,
Forrest helped Abu Dhabi cele-
brate the birthday of the sheik
and the 25th anniversory of the
UAE with fabulous fireworks,

Catching a ride: Usually camels do the carrying in’the

‘Mrddle East, but in this case the camels caught a ride.

Great Escapes features various
travel news items. Send news
'~'ldads to Hugh Gallogher, assis-
tant managing editor, Obscrver
*"&:Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
, 836251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI
, 48150, or fax them to (313} 591
TELL US YOUR STORY
We want to hear from you?
wfinvo you been someplace inter-
. ;usting? Have you had a special
pdvonture? Is thare a quiet
" island you'd like to recommend
~ .ot a highly promoted place you'd
. like to warn agninst? Do you
., bave special tips for other travel-
1y €78 to make their journcys casi-
cx? Have you met some intereat-
. ing people in other countrics
that you'd like others to know
. ,uhaut? We want to sharo your
‘storics and your color pictures on
,,.f\qr travel page. Call Hugh Gal-
agher nt 734-853-2118, or fax
R h:m at 734-591-7279 or e-mail
at

net.

.“. h

!h? annual Holland Tulip Festi-
Vi

The lnp departa from the West
arks and R
Center at 7 a.m. The visit will
include bleacher soats for the
Tulip Fostival Parade and n viait
to Windmill Island. Cost of the
tnp is 365 l‘cr West Bloomfield
$60 for

dents and mcludea lunch in the
Dutch Village at the Queen's
Inn. Registration deadline is
April 29, Call (248)738-2500.
B&B GUIDE

The 1998 Michigan Lake to
Lake Bed & Breakfaat guide is
now available in booklet form
and on the Internct wnbsnte
‘www.laketolake.com.

The Michigan Lake to Lnkc
Association adopted standards
and mandatory B&B/Inn inspec-
tions for all mombers in profes-
sionalism, hospitality, cleunli-
ness and safety. All listings in
the 1998 directory have beon
d and approved and

.60 DUTCH

»'uThe West Bloomfield Parks
and Recreation Department is

+.-aponsoring a trip to Holland,

5 ich., Wednesday, May 13, for

meet those standards,

The directory offera detailed
descriptions of B&B/Inns listed
by Jocation throughout Michigan.

The directory is available for
purchase for $4 check or moncy

_ordur w Mlchlgnn B_&B

ipeet:
ry, 3143 Logan Valtey Road, ’I‘m
verse City, MI 49684,
ENTERTAINMENT '98 .

The Entortainment '98 city :
edlhuns are now availablo offer-
ing discounts for hotels, restau-
rants, sports and cultural attrac-
tions. The Entertainment Hotel
and Travel Ultimate Savings
directory features 50 percent dis-.
counts at 5,600 hotels through-
out the world.

For more information or to
order, call (800)445-4137 or
write 2125 Buttorfield Road,
Troy, MI 48084. :
‘SEDAR POINT

Andy Pargh, the “Gadget
Guru” or the Today show and
USA Today, has named Cedar
Point the bost roller coaster
thrill park in America in his
recently published book, “The
Gadget Guru's Guide to the
Best.”

Qpeaed in 1870, Cedar Point is
the second Aoldnut operating
amuacment park in the United
States and is home to the largesat
collection of rides, 60, and roller
consters, 12, in the world,

‘This summer Cedar Point will

. The Somelset Collection Invites You To Meet

Fairweath

Come visit Nestor Fairweather; the gentieman mbbit, in the Somerset Garden
Village this spring, Nestor will be in his beautifil garden geebo tn the North
Grnd Court of the Somerset Collection from March 26¢h to April 11th.
Irwill be a whole lot of fun for everyome, Plus, all the boys and girls who
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open Power Tower, a 800 fnot
Enll tower that features four 240-
foot steel towers and two ride
experiences, onc going up the
tower and tho other going down,
- BICYCLE REPAIRS

Ken Kalousek will demon-
atrate “The Five Most Common
Repairs,” 10:30 a.m, Saturday,
April 11, at REI, 17653 Haggerty
Road, Northville at Six Mile,
Kalousek has been a bicycle
technician for 11 years, He will
discuss flat tire repair, simple
brake and derailleur adjustment,
, chain repair, minor wheel truing
: and hnndlobar adjustment, The

¢ program is free.

WHITE WATER RAFTING

The Edgerunnor Ski Club is .

aponsaring a white water rafting’
trip to Weat Virginia, May 20-31.
Downpayment is $50 per person
and due on or before Thureday,
April 19, Trip includes all-day
rafting on Saturday; two-nighta
camping; buffet breakfast, lunch
and dinner Saturday; and an

afer-rafting pnrty on Saturday

night, Ski Clib members pay
$96, non-members pay $110.
'I‘lip is open to anyone older than
18. For more information, con-
tact Schooleraft College Studetn
Aclivities Office ut {734)462-

BOYNE BROCHURE AVAILABLE

‘The Petoskey-Harbor Springs-
Boyne Country Visitors Bureau
in northern Michigan is offering
a freo brochure featuring both
weekend and midweek golf pack-
ages, Weekend rates start at $68
per person,double occupancy and
include ene night's lodging and
18 holes of championship golf
with cart. Golfers can choose
from 13 world-class courses and
17 places to stay. Courses
includo seven Bayne USA cours-
es, Dunmaglas and two of the

area’s newest, Chestnut Valiey .

and Hidden River Golf and Cast-
ing Club. For more information,
visit the bureaun’s web site at
www,boynecountry.com or call
toll-free 1-888-31-NORTH for a
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free brochure. A brochure on
* activities in the area for the com-
ing year, including calendaor of
events highlighting more than
60 festivals from May through
Octaber is also available. For
_this brochure, caii the Visitors
Bureau at 1-800-845-2828.
FOUR DIAMONDS

Three restaurants and nine
lodging cstablishments have
been awarded AAA's Four Dia-
mond rating for hospitality.

The lodgings are McCamly
Plaza Hotel, Battle Creck; The
Townsend, Birmingham; The
Dearborn Inn and Ritz Carlton,
Dearborn; The Athencum Suite
Hotel, Detroit; Amway Grand
Plaza Hotel, Grand Rapids;
Radisson Ploza Hotel, Kalama-
zo0; the Garland, Lewiston; and
the Grand Hatel, Mackinac
Island.

The restaurants are Tribute,
Farmington Hills; Webster's,
Kalamazoo; and The Lark, Weit
Bloomfield.

CRUISEONE. |
#1In Cruising Nationwide  J&

MAXRIUM CRUISC SAVINGS

7 MIGHTS
o 3334 l . $249

@l Arrca Line.

TRANSCANAL |
10 NIGHTS
n$2033
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