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Big cats and little cats are a
Iot nlike — “they could care leas
about me,” snid animal trainer
Lance Ramos who is coming to
the Palace of Auburn Hills this
weekend with the Royal Han-
neford Circus.

Ramos, 29, follows in the foot-
steps of his father, Manue!
Ramos, and represents the sixth
generation in his family of circus
artists. His family is known as
“The Great Ramos Family of
Mexico,” but Lance was born and
raised in the United States.

He took over his uncle's cat act
when he was 18, but lions and
tigers weren't exciting enough,
50 Lonce added a few more big

Royal Hanneford Circus
7:30 p.m, T d

Auburn Hills.

When: Eight performances, Thursday-Sundny, April 8-12. Per-
; 11 a.m. and 7:30 p.m, Friday;
10:30 n.m., 3 p.m., and 7 p.m. Saturday; 1 pan, and 6 p.m. Sunday.

Where: The Palace of Auburn Hills, 2 Champlonship Dr.,

Ticketa: All scats oponing night $4, Tickets for Friday matinee
are $5, Children 12 and under, and seniors 65 and over will
receive $2 off $12 and $8 tickots for all shows except the April 9
performance and 11 o.m. April 10 performance. Call (248) 645-
6668, Groups of 16 or more, can call (248) 377-0100,

cats to his nct,

During the Royal Hanneford
Cireus he performs in the ring
with 11 big cats — two black leop-
ards, two jaguars, two male
lions, two Bengal tigers, two

‘Rent’ offers $20 tickets

Seats in the front two rows of
the archestra will be made avail-
able for $20 for every perfor-
mance of “Rent,” the Pulitzer
Prize and Tony Award-winning
musical, at Detroit Fisher The-
atre, During the subscription
wecks, April 10 to May 17, scats
will be made available in the
first threc rowa.

The $20 tickets go on sale at
the Fisher Theatre box office on

a f porfarmanee
hours prior to the show and are
available to anyone, cash only,
with u limit of two tickets per
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person. Line ups begin no earlier
than 6 a.m., and there is no line
jumping or space saving. Inter-
cated persons should enter the
Fisher Building at the south
entrance on West Grand Boule-
vard. Failure to follow any of
these guidelines could jeopardize
a person’s place in line.

“Rent” opens April 8 and runs
through June 13. The Fisher
Theatre box office is at, 3011 W,
Grand Rlvd, only.

For gencral tickes information,
call Ticketmaster at (248)846-
666.

white tigers and a Tabby tiger.

hurt by his cats, When they're
not performing with the circus,
Ramos runa them through the
act once n day. He works with
them one by one to teach them
tricks, and gradually adds other
cats. “They snarl and growl at
cach other,” he said. “It geta a Jit-
tle rough.”

Ramos tours with the circus
for nine months, and is off
December, January and Febru-
ary. Home is Riverview, Fla,

Besides the cats, Ramos also
trains clephants and horses. He's

“They 2ll have diff per-
sonalities,” snid Ramos. “They're
natural enemies in the jungle
and would kill each other if left
alone in the ring”

‘Would they kill him?

“It's o high, it's exciting,” said
Ramos explaining why he’s cho-
sen thia dangerous profession. “I
want to see if I con control and
present these animals and come
out in one piece.”

He's had his group of big cots
together since February. So far,
“it's been smooth sailing,” he
said, “They had one big fight. You
can't read their minds. Every-
thing is challenging. In the
beginning of our act we do a
pyramid where they ait up.
They're about a foot apart from
cach othor, and itz protty tonee”

While he's had plenty of close
calls, Ramos said he's never been
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an accomplished acrobat, bare-
back rider and teeterboard
artist.

With the big cats he has to
always be on his toes, “The cata
don't fecl remorse or love. I can
pet them, and a couple of min-
utes later theyl try to bite me.”

Elcphants are different.

“Once they got to know you,
you're fine,” he enid. “Elephants
aro very intelligent. They care
about the person who takes caro

'SPECIAL EVENTS

Hanneford cat tamer gets excitéd»taming wild ones -

of them, und they'rc excited to
see me. Elephants go through
their routine fine.”

It's the applause that mokes
this job gratifying. “It makes you
smile when someone says you
di!i a great job. It keeps me
going.™

To people who aay it's cruel to
train animals for the circus,
Ramos says “animals in captivity
live longer and arc healthier.
They don't have to worry about
their next meal, they're beautiful
animals and in goed shape.”

Showcasing animals in the cir-
cus “shows the public wild ani-
mals and what ability the ani-
mal has,” said Ramos. "How agile
they are and how you can teach
them. People think we use them
to make money. We live with
them 24 hours a day. They're
well cared for™

Married and the father of a
boy whas 2, and daughter, 4
months, Ramos said he would
like one of them to follow in his

footsteps, but you never can tell.
He's looking forward to pers:
forming at the Palace, “Come out
and sce it,” he said. “You've prob-*
ably never seen an act with 50
many cats.” s

This year, the -Royal Han-
neford Circus presents a tribute *

to the Old West in a circua rodes .

featuring Turvey's Trick Riding,
and Roping and dozens of per--
formers from around the globe.

Mark Karoly, the “King of;
Comedy,” and The Karoly Riders’
will celebrate 300 years of eques- |
trian excellence. Dania Kaseeva,
“The Queen of the Hulu Hoops,”
returns with her husband, David ©
Mags, the singing ringmaster, to’
present their astonishing magic.
Miss Kimberly Smith, the
youngest woman ever to be shat
out of a canon, follows in her
father's footsteps, Guinness Boblk <
of World Records holder David!
Smith, RS
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April 19, 1998
Ann Arbor

May 3, 1998
Birmingham

May 3, 1998
Dearborn
Edsel Ford High

Pioneer High Sch(h‘}.
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Grosse Pointe, Lansing;
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Join us at the MS Walk
site nearest you!
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Ms Walks will also tdl@zlawﬁ;e’ following locations:

opmoe; Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo,
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