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MOVIES

Burns’ ‘No Lookmg Back’ 1 step iip, ) sfépS back

———eHeTe Whonh “The
Brothers-
FE McMullen® camo

out of Sundanco
in 1995, it was a
breath of fresh
nir, Where other
young dircctora
scrambled to
become the next
Tarantino, Ed
Burns wrote,
directed and
starred in an
. old-fashioned
‘tale of Irish-American brotherly
love set in the working-clasa
neighborhoods of New Jersey.

“No Louking Back” is better
‘than his sophomore effort, “She'a
the One,” but it's harely a step
.forward. Sct in on unnamed New
“York constal tawn, this grainy,
low-budgct story’s only innava-
tion is surrcunding Burna with o
more recognizable cast.

His Charlie left town three
yenrs ngo and has now come

: JOHN
: MONAGHAN

back to reclnim his old girlfriend,
Claudia (Luuren Holly), o wait-
ress at the local diner. Tho only
problem: she lives with Charlio’s
best friend Michael (Jon Bon
Jovi), & genumnly mcu working
stiff who can't convincoe her to tie
the knot.

The messngo behind “No Look-
ing Back" is essentiably the same
ag Burms other movies: “Guys
are jerks, and sometimes they
have to wander, but we love
them just the sume.” Claudia is
firat put off, but then starta to
come around, driving her
Camaro past the gas station
whero Charlio works and buying
into his plans of traveling any-
where ns lon[{ as it'a far away.

As o writer, Burns ig still bet-
ter with guys. It was hard to tell
in his first two movics because
ho cast his real-life girlfriend,
who could barely act. With Holly,
who rcully ean when given the
chance, it'a obvious that she
longs for a seript s insightful as-

it is carnest. This ono aupplics ~
only the latter.

As her patient boyfriend, rock.
er Bon Jovi continues to surprise
everyone with his low-key, lik-
able screen persona. He's for bet-
tor than Burns, who has thia
quality — at.once charming and
irritating — whera he can never
answer a question without a wry
look or an affected stammer.

In one of the movie's botter
moments, a friendly poker game
turns nasty as Charlie kecps
upping the ante. When the oth-
ers protest (*“You know wo don't
play for those kinds of stakes™),
he goads Michact into borrowing
money from anothor player just
to seo the cords. The game ends
with angers flaring and Michael
demanding he stay away from
Claudia.

Invarianbly, when the conversa-
tion turns to her, the tension is
almost palpable as the guys try
to maintain their precarious
friendship. Charlie vows not to

seo her, hu'. koops remmnmg
Michnel that, with no ring on her
finger, sho's legally fair game,

‘While the tiny moments some-
times savo the movie, it all adds
up to very little. I like the bit
where Claudia files her nails in
4 slow moment at the diner and
looks over to sce an older col-
leaguo doing the same. But 1
never beliove that Holly is an
actual waitress tho way I did in,

Coa

sny, "Alice Doesn’l Live "ule
Anymore,” the kind of mavie
Burns tries to emulate.

Brucoe Springsteen haa been
featured on countless sound-
tracks, but this is the first since
John Sayles' “Baby, It's You™ to
uae his work - all older

Stop Up and Two tz.;r- Back,”
you realize that he's not just
singing about Burns’ character
Charlio. It's about the path
Burns tho filmmaker continues
to take with movies like “No
Looking Back.”

John M han wel

— in such quantity. His working
clngs anthoms fit the movie well
~ mayba too well.

As Springsteen croons “One

COMING ATTRACTIONS

your calls and comments. To
teave John a voice mail message,
dial (734) 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.

Scheduied to open Fridoy. Apclf 17
“BUTCHER BOY"

Exclusively st the Mpin Ast Theatre, an
Ironlc Jook back at tha time and plece In
recent Itish history, as well as a funny,
startling and compasslonate oxplana-
tion of the forces, both social and emo-
tional. that send a child spinning extrav.
ogantly out of control.

“NIQNTWATCH"

Suspense thriller sbout o law student
who takes a port time Job o3 a night

In a hospltal morgue Just as

a serlot killer gos begun to teriorize the
city, and the ¢lues (oft make him the
prime suspact. Stars Nick Naite, Patri-
cla Arquetto.

“MAJOR LEAGUL: BACK TO THE MINORS"
The basaboll comcdy setles conunuoa
witath a formen niinuticegu Gt
accepts an offer Lo manage a misfi
Tripie-A-team. Stars Scott Bakula.

“THE ORIECT OF MY AFTECTION"
Romontic comedy abowt a waman who
leasos o room in her apartmant to 8 goy
man and then finds herself faliing in lovo
with him. Stars Jennifer Aniston, Poul
Rudd, Alan Atda,

“PAULIE*

Famlly drama told through the eyes of 8
parrot who ¢an speak and understond
Engish, Stars Gana Rowlands.

“SUKCIDE KINGS™

Dark comedic thrilier canters oround
five Long 1stand prop students who klid-
nap a former Mafia capo to exchor.ge
for the kidnapped sister of one of the
boys. Stars Christophes Walken, Denls
Loary.

"1 LOVE YOU PON'T TOUCH ME*
Exclusively at United Artists - Qakland.
Romantlc comedy conters around & 25-
year-ld virgin's Journey through the LA,
dating scene looking for the perfect
guy. Stars Marls scr:uﬂul.

SCREEN SCENE

Scheduled to opan Friday, Aprll 24

“THE BKI ONE*

Exclusively at the Main Art Theatro,
Michael Moore has retutned 1o
America’s Heartiond (o try to figure out
why our corporations post ever higher
profits, yet cantinue to downsize, Stars
Mictael Moore, wha atso dirccted,
Gartison Heltlor, Studs Torkel.

“THE BIQ HIT*

Action thriller about a quartet of free-
fance gunafor-hita who may have gotten
Involved in one Job too many and find
that o hit [s now out on them. Stars
Mosk Wahtberg,

“SLIDING DOORS™

What If one spfit second had tha poten-
tlal of sending your life in wo different
airections? - Siiding Luvs” s @ Lonluor
porary love stoty that follows one
waman's )ife beyond Lhat declcing
moment = down two different paths.
Stars Gwyneth Paltrow.

“THE SPANISH PRISONIR®

Exclusively at the Main Art Theatre.

The story of a young business oxecutlve

who dovetops a dangerous retationship

with a mysterious tycoon. Stars Steve

Mortin.

“TARZAN AND THE LOST CITY*

Based on the orlginal character crented

by Edgor Rice Burroughs. Torzon returns

to Afrlca from Groystoke In ordor to

save his homeland from fortune-hunting
Europenn mercenaries soaiching m the
weslthy fost clty of Opor.

“TWO QIRLS AND A GUY"

Exclusively st the AMC Mapte Theatre.
An exam(nation of the love trlangle from
8 revesling new anglo. Shot almost
entlrely in roal time, the film captures
the Intensity, complexity and ambiguity
of modern selationships In an era whea
fidelity snd sexuality and honesty aren’t
slways a happy trlo,

Scheduled to open Friday, May 1
“ALMOSY HERORS™ .
Rollicking comedy obout two explorer
who Joad a band of hopeleas and clut
Isss misadventures in a racotobent °7
Lewls & Clark across the uncherted
Amarlean West. Stars Cheis Farley Md
Matthew Guest.

=DANCER, TEXAS POP, 81

Four guys, best fleads, wha have giown
up together In a Uiny west Texas town,
make a vow to lsave town together
when they graduate, Now the timo has
come to “put up” or *shut up.” Stars
Ethan Embry.

“DISA VU*

Exclusively at the AMC Maple Theatre.
A film about the powerful pull strangers
can feel toward one another snd how
olans con be discuptad by mysterious
feolings of connection and belonging
that seem to dofy loglc. Stars Vsnessa
Redgrave.

“LES MISERABLES®

Victor Hugo's epic tale of love, honor
and obsesslon, Stars Liam Neeson,
Geoffiey Rush, Umia Thurman, Claire
Dones,

“THE QUEST FOR CAMELOT

Theliling adventure set.in & mogical ..
world. Timeless fegends and -
contemporary humor are intestwined
with images created by some of the
world's most distinguished Mlml!lan
artists.

Scheduled to open Friday, May 29
"HOPE FLOATS*

When a woman’s pictura perfect life
comes crashing down asound her, she, |
returns home o stert aver. These her
life becomes even mora complicated,
but she finds tha strength to reclalm her
life and rediscovers something she had
atmost given up an, hope. Sters Sandra
Bullock, Harry Connlek, Jr.

A sampling of what's playing
at alternative movie theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Monaghan.

Detroit Film Theatre —
Detroit Instituts of Arts, 5200
‘Woodward, Detroit. Call (313)
833-2323 for information (35.50;
$4.50 studenta/seniors)

“Nights of Cabiria” (Italy-
1957). Friday-Sunday, April 17-
19 {call for showtimea). Giulietta
Masina plays a prostitute whose
grasp on the value of life is test-
cd to the breaking point in this
carly classic by director (and
Masina's husband) Federico
Fellini. The story was later used
g;: the Buh Fosse musical "Sweet

“Cupltalna Conan” (France-
1896). 7:30 p.m. Monday, April
20. At tho ond of World War 1, a
band of fierce French ao]dlers

all have their own way of getting
the job done. Kevin Spacey
shines as the “cclebrity cop”™ whe
consults for a “Dragnet™type TV
show and alsc works hand-in-
hand with the tablojds,

Main Art Theatre - 118 N,
Main (at 11 Mile Road), Royal
Oak. Call (248) 642-0180 for
information. ($6.50; $4 stu-
dents/seniors and mntinees, $3
twilight)

“The Renl Blonde” (USA-
1998), From Tom DiCillo, direc-
tor of “Living in Oblivion,” comes
this romantic comedy sot in New
York City about a group of char-
acters whose lives intertwine in
the superficial world of fashion-
and entertainment. Matthew
Modine and Dary! Hannah star.

“Ningnra Niagara” (USA-
1998). Two misfita meet while
shophﬂ.mg in this

and 8 p.m. Saturday, April- 18
{organ overture begins a half
hour before showtime). Sce one
of the rensons why director Stan-
ley Donen copped that Lifetime
Achinvemnnt Award at the
Oscars- this year. Tho sublime
musical was i by Gene
Kelly, who also stars as a movie
actor, a matinee idol, coming to
grips with the tnlkmg picture.
Donald O’Connor and Debbie
Roynolds co-star.

Windsor Film Theatre -
2136 Wyandotte Street, Windsor,
Canada. Call (619) 254-FILM for
information. ($5.26 Canndinn; $4

us.)

“Peceiver” (USA - 1097). 8:16
p.m. through Sunday, April 19,
Set mostly in the intctrogntlnn
room of a police station, the
maovie follnwu o wealthy alcoholic

d dering a prosti-

refuse to stop

set in upstato an

bizarre history niece from
Bertrand Tavernier, director of
“Round Midnight.”

Magic Bag - 22918 Wood-
ward, Ferndale. cm&zm 644-
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“L.A, Confidential” (USA-
1997). 9:30 p.m. Wednesday,
April 22. A complex thriller, sct
in the 19508, about the rough
and roady duya of the LAPD,
where a trio of police detectives

York.

“The Apostle” (USA-1897),
Robert Duvall's tour de forcc as a
preacher who has a crisis of faith
and thua tries to get his life back
in order, Farrnh Fawcett co-stars,

Redford Theatre — 17360
Lahser (at Grand River), Detroit.
Call (313) 537-2660 for informa-
tion, ($2.50)

“Bingin’ in the Rnln" (USA-
1952). 8 p.m. Friday, April 17;2

tute. Sturrmg Tim Roth, Chris
Penn, and Michael Rooker,

“The Knowledge of Henl-
ing” (Switzerland-1997). 4 p.m.
and 7 p.m, Saturday-Sunday,
April 18-19. A study of Tibetan
medicine, this film focuses on Dr.
Tonzin Choedrek, personal
physician to the Dalai Lama. He
joins with the great exiled spiri-
tual leader in o discussion of the
full meaning of health.

Magic Bag presents animation shorts

Don't miss The Magic Bag's
premiere of “Geonerel Chaos:
Uncensored Animation,” a collec-
tion of animated shorts premier-
ing at The Magic Bag in Fern-
dale Friday-Saturday, May 1-2.
There arc two shows each
evening 8 p.m. and 10 p.m, Doora
open a half hour before show-
time. Running time is approxi-
mately 90 minutes including
intermission. Tickets $6 in
advance; 21 and older only
admitted to late show. For tickets
and information, call (248) 544-
3030, or visit the wobsite at
www.themagicbag.com

Advance tickets are availablo
at Tha Magic Bag Box Officc 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday, or
Ticketmnator, (248) 645-6696
online at hitp//wwwiticketmaster.

com

“Genoral Chaos: Unconsored
Animation™ presents 20 shorts
running the creative gamut of
cel art, clny animation, puppetry,

cut outs, and computer generat-
ed art, Represented hero are
cult auperstar artista like Bill
Plympton and the Bolex Broth-
ors to European treasures like
Kathryn Travors, Stefan Ellng
and Frances Lea.

Skoweting the wide lknin of.
pretensions, inanitios, cultural
icons, aexual hang-ups and emo-
tional erises which maka up our
happy world, *General Chaos;
Uncensored Animation” serves
its subjecta funny-side-up,

The shorts aro: "American
Flatulators”, directed by Jeff
Sturgis, 2:60 minutes; “Attack of
the Hungry, Hungry Nipples,”
directed by Waltor Santucei, 4
minutes; “Beat the Moatlea,”
direcled by Keith Alcorn, 1:30
minutes; “Body Diroctions,”
directed by Karl Staven, 3 min-
utes, *Donar Party,” directed by
Laurenco Arcadlnu. minutes;

“Junky,” directed by Tuny Nittoli,
4 minutes; “Killing Hoinz,”
directed Stefan Eling, 3:20 min-
utes; “Looks Can Kill,” directed
by Mr. Lawrence, 1 minute; “Mal-
ice in Wonderland,” dirccted by
Vince Collins, 3:30 minutes;
“Misfit,” directed by Amanda
Enright, 1:11 minutes; “Mutiln-
tor,” directed by Eric Fogel, 5
minutes; “No More Mr. Nice
Guy,” directed by Brad Schiff,
2:11 minutes; “Oh Julio),” dircct-
od by Francos Loa, 9 minutes;
“The Perfoct Man," directed by
Emily 8kinncr, 1:30 minutes;
“Porformance Art: Stnrrmg
Chaineaw. Babh,:- directod by
Brondon McKinnoy, 2:38 min-
utes; “The Saint lnnpnctot.
directed by Mike Booth, § min-
utes; “Scx and Violence,” dirocted
by Bill Plympton, 7 minutes;
“Sunny Havens (a.k.a. Meatill}),*
d-rgcted by Kathryn Trnvnra,

*“Eepresso Dep: fi d by

Dnvxd Donnr. 21 47 minutes;

“Zerox and Mylar,
directed by Jocl Brinkorhofl‘y or’




