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In Wheaton, Ilinois, a lot
of peoplo atart their morn-
ing at the Bits and Bagel
Cybercnfo. Home-made
bagels, gourmet coffec and
Internet-wired 8
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High speed is coming ... really!
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returns, The snme cannot be
gaid of prst returns and future
returns,

also gettle for a lower return as
part of the less risky packet.

1t should bo pointed out here
that it's not hnr('! to find me

By the way, it might interest
you to know how dard dovia-
tion came into being. A brief his-
tory of 1 devintion is pre-
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let the customers surf the
world and feed their hunger
for food and information.
But these days, the cus-
tomers are also getting
something most Net Surfers
eon only dream of. Fast
Internct access. How fast?
N How about downloading the
lateat 11 Megabyto version of the Netscape
Cammunicater web browser in two minutes?
If you've tried that with your 28.8 modem,
you know that it usunlly takes a couple of
hours. If you're lucky. What does the Bits
and Bagel Cybercafe have that we don't? A
new high speed technology called ADSL.
\ “What it gives me is a ‘Wow Factor’ for my
‘tustomers,” eays Dwight Hawley, the owner.
“They come in and, what takes minutes to
bring up on the Net with a regular connec-
tion, I can do in scconds. Invariably, they
take a look at a high bandwidth site with a
Jot of graphics and ge, Wow.””
! The technology is called Asymmetrical
Digital Subseriber Line, or ADSL. Some-
times, it's just nbbreviated as DSL. It usea
tho existing copper phone lines that already
fun up and down your street and into your
house to deliver Internet speeds up to 1.6
megabits-per-second (Mbps), or about 50
times faster than the 28.8 bits-per-second
uneada nand hv most conventional medems.
 “Wheaton was o test city fur Ameritech,
Tast December, Ameritech brought it to Ann
‘Arbor, Now, the company is ready to bring it
to the metro Detroit area, Over the next sev-
‘cral months, it will be introduced in Royal
‘Oak. (Call 800-910-4369 for information).
: “As customers spend more time on the
‘Internet, they've asked us for faster speeds.
'And this really delivers the goods,” claims
Valeri Marks, president of Ameritech Inter-
‘active Services, ADSL is what is called o
dedicated connection. That means it's
‘always on. You don't have to dial in any-
where. There’s no more busy signaols. No dis-
connects or service interruptions. And
beeause it is so fast, it's perfect for hungry,
high bandwidth Internet features like real-
time video and audio. Eventually, many
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What s ADSL?

ADSL QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
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ADSL s an acronym for Asymmetricel Digtel Stbscriber Line. ADSL is o new techobogy
that ellows Mumﬂmah\mi\dgﬁuyphm ting of very high speeds. ADSL serves
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able to cveryone.

And, it's more expensive. The service will
cost $48.95 per month for unlimited usage,
vlus a one tiwe installation charge of $160.
A special ADSL high speed modem is also
necded. That runs about $200 but
Ameritech says it will waive the charge as
part of an introductory offer. N

ADSL: Find info at www. ameritech.com/products/data/adsl/index.html.

8 ZDNet (http/iwww.zdnet.com/} - The
Ziff Davis publishing group has done several
stories on ADSL. Just type in “ATNSL” on their
search form for a list of archived articles.

 ADSL Forem (http/adst.netforums/
adsVchat.html) - This is an anline cha
about all things relating to ADSL. .

M The TeleChoice Report (http/www.

lechol /xdsl! /) - From tutari-

. Sarah Snyder, an Ameri

in Detroit, promises that ADSL will bo avail-
able within three years for seven out of every

1 in 1 Nichi
The technology is being tested across the
nation by a half dozen Baby bells and ather
leph ies. Intcl and Mi are
1 o

re by

heavy i in the
Bill Gates has said he belioves ADSL will be
the most common means of accessing the
Internet within the next few years.

Here are some WWW sites that can feed
your need for more info about ADSL:

n Amelx:itcch'u t}DSlh(h'.!.pJ:/{vazw.

believe you'll be nble to download full-length
movies over ADSL Internet connections.
There are some limitations, however. For
one thing, you need to be within a mile or so
.of an Ameritech ADSL center. Sort of like
cellular phones need to be near cellular
" antenna towers. And it's going to take some
time for Ameritech to build enough centers
around the area to moke the service avail-

.htm)) - This is Ameritech’s Q&A page abaut
ADSL technology.

N GTE (http//www.gte.com/dsV). GTE
is another telephone company offering ADSL
in Western Michigan and several other
places around the country. Their Web site
offers some good information.

als to the latest news about availability,
equipment and field trials, this site offers
updated infc ion about the technological
uses of ADSL.

# Dan Kegel's ADSL Page (http//fwww.
alumni.caltech.edw/~dank/isdn/adslhtm
1)- This guy is a aficionndo of all things fast
about the Internet. His site offers lots of
links to similar sites.

W Scott's ADSL World (http://fwww.s,
cottsvalley.demon.nl/4e.htm)- Here's
another labor of love site, offering a great
explanation of what ADSL and how it works.

Mike Wendland covers the Internet for
NBC-TV Newschannel stations across the
country and can be scen locally on WDIV-
I'Vd4, Detroit. His “PC Talk™ radio show airs
Saturday and Sunday afternoons from 4-6
p.an. on TalkRadio 1270, WXYT and he is the
owner of Awesome Pages, a web development
company (2:48-852-1930) You can reach his
PC Mike Web site at http:] fwww.pemike.com
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sented in the boxed insert.

Since 1970, the S&P has
recorded a standard deviation of
16.3, meaning that 95 percent of
the time its annual return has
fallen with in 2 times tho stan-
dard deviation of 16.3 percent
above and below the mean annu-
al return of 14.2 percent. .

Put differently, in about 4 per-
cent of the yeara, the annual
return has fallen within a range
of double the standard deviation.
That means that only about 4
times in this century has the
S&P 500 advanced more than
46.8 percent or declined by more
than 18.4 percent, Past perfor-
mance is not a guarantee of
future reaulta,

As a potential investor in ABC
mutual fund, you must ask your-
solf if this is the kind of variabili-
ty, or risk, that you con stomach
and survive. IT you can, then
stick around, enjoy the wild ride,
and hope to get the average
return as a reward.

But should you despair if you
can't handle this much volatility?
Not necessarily. You can always
find a fund with a lower stan-
dard deviation. It would give you
1 smooliter ride, bul you wonld
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fund operating in a stablé scc!.m-
can have n low standard devia-
tion for years: but if that sector’s
conditions suddenly tank, the -
fund can follow. That happened:
in 1994, when interest rates..
frozo on some proviously steady.”
and low-risk mortgnge funds col- .
lapsed. Still, standard deviation
offers n sound way to compare *
funds that operate in the same
soctor and to evaluate funds
across different sectors.

Let us now turn to an appeal-
ing alternative. Ovor the long
haul, some tortoises have been
skillful enough to keep pace with
the hares. Such a result is
achieved by using what has |
widely come to be known ns the -~
Assget Allocation Strategy. By -
diversifying betwoen stocks,->
bonds, and money morket instrus*
ments, in the long run, compara-
blo returns can be ckpected to be ™,
achieved by significantly lower- |
ing the portfolio’s standard dovi-
ation.

Is that important to you? It is,
if you don't like volatility and
believe, ns most investors do,
that wo have already entered the
new ora of more short-term °
volatility. And that is the com- .
pelling reason to pay close atten-

n o standard devintion,

ald's talents provided Lang with
some wonderful shots of Jason
and Jeffery Ware on the football
field and in a wrestling competi-
tion.

“I was very happy with the
pictures,” Lang said, *Tim is an
excellent photographer in my
opinion and he captures some'
very memorable shots.”

Lang first heard about the
photo service from another par-
ent and presented the idea of
hiring Fitzgerald to the school's
sports boosters club. He aaid
most were cnthusiastic and
quite n few parents agreed to
hnve their sons phatographed at
n football game.

“A lot of people let these pre-
cious moments pass them by and
wish they had something like

this — well now I do,” Lang said.
“One of Tim's pictures is hang-
ing up right here and I'm looking
at it now and to me it symbolizes
everything. Both my sons are in
it 8o it shows brothers, team-
mates and the sport.”

Such a gratifying description
-of his work is just what Fitzger- .
ald's career choico ia all about. ...,

“It's  lot more satisfying get:'.
ting a call or letter from a parent ._
gaying thanks for the great pie- -
turca then just working for the
AP where the only one who..
notices you got a picture pub- .
lished is your mom,” Fitzgerald
said, “It's fun to do this job and
it's nice to be thanked for it.”

To contact Fitzgerald at Action
Sports 20120 Photographic call

{248) 583-9098.
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