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tions,” she naid. I was a ‘naive
votuntecr” unaware of the long
houra it takes,”

That's more of a common ptti-
tude than it might scom, And
Erngren, like many arts volun-
tecrs, docan't shy away fmm the
chnllcngu

‘1n Fnrmmgton-l‘nrmmgten
Hills ~ like many suburban
arcas across the country -
there's a grassroots push to pro-
vide arts education programs,
camaraderie and venues for local
artists,

In some ways, suburban arcas
without. traditional cultural
institutions Jike muscums and
galleries have found a more pop-
ulist alternative: art fairs, cthnic
festivala, and multidisciplinary
celebrations, such as the upcom-
ing Farmington Festival of the
Arts,

“Throughout Oakland County
- Witerford, Lake Onon, Oxford
and White Lake = we'ro sceing
peopk- from nc:ghbothoods form-
ing urts groups,” said Steve
Weikal, director Qokland County

Arts & Humanities Council.

“(With these art groups) thero
are no barriers to entry.”

The Farmington area has o
long history of grassroots orga-
nized ort groups including peo-
ple throughout the metro aren,
snid Weikal,

In fact, in the mid 19708, the
success of the Farmington Arts
Council inspired the state to
establish the Michigan Council
for the Arts.

Making the arts “accesaiblo”
through mcmbcrshlp in an orts
group or tuking a class certainly
broadens awarencss of the arts.

But thero's a moro transforma-

tive effect for many individuals
who could never quite find the
timo for theirart.
" “Alot of us studied in the arts
(in school), but beeauso of practi-
ca) concerns really never pur-
sucd our art,” said Reid.

“We realize there's a wealth of
talent in this aren, people creat-
ing art ns thoy go about their
daily lives.

“Look at all the dancers,
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pingers and fire artists in our

community,” said Reid. "Partici-
pating (in the arts) gives o senso
of owncruhlp and prido in our

community.”
This year's Festival of the Arts
has taken o broader approach in
the arts ity. For

Farmington and Farmington
Hills city councila.

“Unless you find your own
ways to continue your art, you'ro
not geing to survive,” said Dan-
guole Jurgutis of }nrmingtan
Hxlln, renenlly named artiot-in-

“Thisg mmmdn mo of tho
revival in the asis whon I tved
in southern California,” said Put~
teraon, who moved to tho aren
nine ycars ago. Ho is a member
of a community theater and
chorale group.

“Moro peoplo aro seoing them-

tho first time, local businceses
have been included as sponsors.

“There’s a move to open up tho
festival'so businesses can soo
how their interest fits with the
arts,” said LoPla-Perry, who was
named the Farmington aron's
first arts coordinator in Febru-

ary, M

According to LePla-Perry,
moro than $10,000, including
in-kind services has been raised.

A way to survive

Teday, there are 23 arts
groups in the Farmington area
with mare than 1,600 membera,

The myriad groups are repre-
sented under the organizational
umbrelln of the Farmington Arts
Council, a nonprofit advisory
committee that reports to the

nightmaore,

in facr, Duipni caccutives Gids
n't make any alteration to Wes-
ner'’s design.

- *Wo all sat down together and
worked things out,” he said.

In turn, Wesner created a
dynamic, expanding symbol for
Delphi’s global business, The for-
mer General Motors aubsidiary
designs o range of automotive
systems for the nsutomotive
industry, including seating, elee-
tronic, electric and suspension
nysterhs.

“It’s casy to knock corporate
America — for all the right rea-
sons,” he said.

“But Delphi hos succeeded
becausc thoy have a different
mind set. And they're learning to
bo cpcn-mmdcd about the arts.”

Relation to the whole
+Named after the repercussion
of sound and the Chinese symbol
for heaven, “Eca” is a rigorous
demonstration of Wesner's abili-
ty to distill idces, materials and
form.

An avocetive work of art in
what many consider “sterile” cor-
porate setting might raise the ire
of skeptica.

But “Eco” is not simply a
derivation of a company logo.
=WWhile Wesner set out to sym-
ooiize Deiphi's corporuiv creed,
his sculpture cunnot be called an
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i ‘I'm really lust a regular guy with a wife'and
klds, 1 solve Issues about space, creating an envi-
ronment, It's all about making public art.’ -

= Joseph Wesner
Sculptor

for the Far selves as artists,” he said. A tes.

tament, said Patteraon, of the
“lustmg power” of art.

Participating in the Farming-
ton Community Chorus for Dixio
Doerr has literally changed her
life.

“] joined 11 years ago, when 1
was gn(ng through a rnugh
time,” she said. "Singing in the
chorus has g\vcn me a lot of self

nmu

Although Farmington is one of
tho oldest cities in Michigan,
Farmington Hills was estab-
lished only 25 years ago.

“We'vo gono from a sloepy
community to cne that’s active
orts,” eaid Marvel Steigor, n 40-
year resident of the Farmington
aren, who noted that the popula-

tion and..subdivisions aro confidence.”
incmnuingmpidl,\n .
“Theoro are so many niches, Catalyst for culture

from fine artists to garden
cluba.”

Indecd, the proliferation of
arts groups and the emergence of
arts festivals in the Farmington
area has grown inte a “move.
ment,” said Randy Patterson,
who serves on the festival's fund-
raising committee.

ART BEAT

“Maybo we haven't focused on
the arta like we should have,”
said Mary Bush, mayor of Farm-
ington.

“The arts are onc of-tho impor-
tant alices that foster our quality
of life,” snid Bush, who places
the arts nlongmdo traditional
municipal prioritics of maintain-

ing the infrastyucture, providing
safety, and developing parks and
recroation altornatives,

With cfforta to redraft a mas-
tor plan for tho Farmington
aroa, thero's growing talk about
1 community cultural center.

“Thero probably isn’t cnough
money in the budgnl for that,”
said Aldn Vagnozzi, mayor of
F Hilla, *It'll probat
take some private funds,”

And, some contend, o millnxu
could be required to rsiso tax-
payer support.

In many ways, the upcoming
Festival of the Arts offers ideal
timing. If successful, it could bo
the catalyst in demonstrating
that public interest in the arts
has grown into e full-acale
ravival,

It could bo strongest evidence
of the will of the people.

“This featival conld éventually
do for our area what tho Ann
Arbor art foir does for Ann
Arbor,” said Vagnozzi.

Everyone ia starting to sound
like an arts advocate,

BUILDING THE ARTS

Tho Obscrver & Emmtrac
Newspapers,”in conjunction with
tho Farmington Festival of the
Arts, will aponsor “Building Art
From the Grassroots,” a
roundtable discussion with rep-
from local art asso-

ingipid design that can be repro-
duced on stationary.

Sot in the courtyard of archi-
tect Bill Kessler's sleok, reflee-
tiva design, “Eco” completes the
building style whila ing its

That's not too different from
how Wesner views himself shap-
ing raw materials into abstract
forms.

In ess2nce, “Eco” is an uncan-
ny lc of how a talented

own environment,

Made of a satin bright brush
gteal, ‘the outdoor sculpture
roflects natural light as an illu-
minated gem. At mght “Eto is
1it by several i d

sculptor can “take’ tho stecl out
of steel,” The offect is a form
with an intense sense of motion,
expansion and a flowing parra-
tive about the ambition of 2 glob~

- al

at the base of the sculpture.
Prophetically, Wesner's virile,
deeply wrought sculpture secma
a natural fit with Delphi’s corpo-
rate philosophy.
“Thoey don't muke cars, but

Even tho most literal interpre-
tations of Wesnar's work roveal
that the steel and swirling circu-
larity is strikingly appropriato in
capital of the suto mdustry An
homage to

ciations. .

*“Building Art From the Grasa-
roots” is part of the Observer &
Eecentric’s serics of roundtablo
discussions on the arts, culture
and community.

‘Tho forum will run 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday, Moy 2, as part of
the Third Anaual Festival of the
Arts ot tho William Costick
Activities Center, 28600 Eleven
Mile Roud, between Middlebelt
and Inkster ronds.

The festival runs from Sunday,
April 26 to Sunday, May 3.

Thé discussion will cover top-
ics including art funding, show-
ing tho work of local artists and
fcutenng pnrtnoruhlps nmong

among basketry, music and
architecture.

A scrice of lectures further
exploring tho them will run from
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The lectures fea-
tured boskot artist Lisan
Hunter, S. Gulzar Haidor, pro-
feagor of architecture at Carleton
Univoraity in Ottawn, and classi-
cal pianist Marina Korsakova-

of all = tho wheal.

on tho
of the parts to the whoele nuwmo-
bile,” said Wesner.

Fcr Wesner, engineering und
artisatry sharc a common
approach.

On the outside of tho circular
steel form are two large solid
sheets of metal.

“Those represent the hands of
ihe engineera and designers who
shape the world,” said Wesner.
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And whilo Delphi's message ia
global, Wesner’s common touch
brings the oracle down to earth -
and to Troy.

“Pm really just a regular gu.
with o wifo and kids,” he smd "I
solve issues about space, creat-
ing an environment.

i's nil about moking public
art.

nhown that it had already broad-
ened its vision to consider itsell

CGLAREIFICATION

"In tho April 12 atory, “Trudl-
tion shapes, religious imoges,”
tho cutline under a photo incor-
rectly identificd seulptor Sergio
DeGiusti of Redford. The photo
was of sculptor Joscph DeLauro
of Canton.

more of a regional resource.

The art center hos sponsored
poctry readings, public lectures
and an art history video series
along with ongoing exhibits and
classes,

And the Michigan Fino Arts
Competition held in March,

juried by New York legendary

artist Larry Rivers, was a major
step in building the center's rep-
utation in the art association
community.

As “Born in the BBAA™ demon-

- Fom

‘Hewie
In The

Manéd
vhd

e
strates, students nndlwu:heu

Tlm public will be given an
opportumty to nsk questions nt
the of the 90.
discussion. Admission ia free.

For information, call Sally
LePla-Perry, Farmington Arts
Coordinator, (248) 473-9583; or
Dave Varga, cditor, Farmington
Observer, (248) 477-6460. .
BASKETRY INVITATIONAL -

For tho inst nine yoars, the
Sybaris Gallery haa built an
international reputation for
showcasing the finest and most
innovative baaket artist in tho
U.S, and Japan.

Tho menth-long exhibit, which
opena this Saturday and runs

Kreyn. .
For information, (248) 644-
338s. .

APP WORKSHOP
Artists living and working in
Michignn may apply for the 1899
Crentive Artist Grant program
adminiuu:red by ArtServe Michi-

Apphcutmn materials aro now
available to artista in all disci-
plines.

Grants up to $7,000 will be
awarded to support new works
ond works-in-progress to bo com-
pleted by Scptember 1999, and
have a community service aspect

d by o Michigan-based

n;npmﬁt.

who've passed th the art

center's doors have found a home -

outside the traditionakdomain of
art schools.
For artists of all ]avclu, the

g 0y, baskets
ranging in sizo and styles.
Included among the 30 artists
are Michigan resident Susan
Colqmt.l. who makea forms

A workshop offering assistance
on the completion of the grant
application will be held 7 p.m.
Wednesday, April 22, Creative
ARTS Center, 47 Wiiliame

opportunities at the Bi:
Bloomficld Art Center must
scem like both a renewal and a
rebirth.

It's an eéncouraging sign to
think that art can help people
seo beyond boundaries.

}

‘ COUNTRY FOLK ART"
& CRAFT SHOW

APR
{ PONTIAC SII.VERDOME‘

9; West 12 imile to Opdyke Rd |£xit, use Enst entrance §

B THE LEADING FOLK fiRT & CRAFTS SHOW N THE
MATION FEGTLII(ING THE BEST, TOP QUGLITY
"' FOLK ﬁRTIX(’NS FIROM ACROSS THE (OUNT’{Y
'Mﬂwmv Tolk art pentings, Calenders, ‘Orasting
stniyars o biskeil v woodorsfts v cuilie v blackanisy; dofs &

M inlatures m

Bea from Street, Pontiac; (248) 333-7849.
recycled zippers and metal parta, Deadline to submit applica-
Opening weockond fostlvmna tion: Tueaduy, June 9, 1998,
for the 9th Basketry I For i ion, (313) 864-2244.
ronches boyond bnnket;y, accord- FARMINGTON ARTISY CLUB ,
g‘g to Syb?ﬂu "7"’5“;" L‘"dl’: R;“' The following artiats recoived
sympoaium P, (MiC0Y:  top honors in the onnual Farm-
Ap"l 24, nt tho gallery Will o000 Artint Club exhibit: Sue
Fishor of Cnntnn. ﬁtat place;

tho interrel

Talented pot-
ter: The worka
of Caroie Ann
Berhorst of
Bloomfield

. are featured
in the Sugar-
loaf Art Fair
10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Sunday, April
19, at the
Novi Expo
Center.

Detroit Institute of Arta,’

Penny is an adjunct profossor
at Wayne Stata’s Department of
Art and Art History. He has
scrved aa collections consultant
ot the Dallas Museum of Art,
the portland Art Muscum, and
the Children's Museum of Indi-
anapolis.

ln addition to advising the
curatorial staff at the DIA,
Ponny will recommend pu;
es and loans of art work.

Ponny's most recent book,
“Arts of Native North America,”
will be published in this year. ™
MEADOW BROOK HALL NAMES

CURATOR :

Dr. Ann Mart{ Friedman has
beon chosen Meadow Brook
Hnll'a first curator. Friedman

will sanuiie et post in Juaz,
Meondow Brook Hall is the

fourth largest home in the U.S,

Thn’hlntonc hnll is tha former

founders, Mnulan Dodge Wilson
and Alfred G. Wilson.

Plans for the hall inélude nddi-
tional events tailored to school
children, college students, and
tourists, A now lectures scries is
also

Friodman wan an'educational
apecialist with the J. Paul Getty
Museum, where ehe doveloped
lecturo, concerts and theater pro-

grams, .

The 80-000-square-foot Tudor-
style mansion has been pre-
served with the original family
furnishings and art. It's consid-
ered a "tuno capsule of the lavish
lif Ithy American

Annott: Lindn of F

of the carly 20th

socond place;
of Hloamf eld Hills, third place;
and Mary Jane Popo of Farming-
ton Hills, fourth place.

hibitad

century.

Highlights of tho collection
include ’l‘:n'nny art Blus, Stick.
lo by Sir

Their work will be
during the Farmington Festival
of tha Arts, April 26-May 3 at
the William Costick Activitics
Center, 28600 Eleven Mile Road,
) (cast of Middlebelt Rond).

PENNY CHIEF CURATOR AT DIA
) David W. Penny haa been
named chief curator of the

Joshua Ruynnlds Sevres and
Meissen porcelain and Rookwood

pottery,

A $2-million restoration of
Meadow Brook Hall was com-
pleted last fall, It included a now
entrance, barrier-free ramps,
outdoor seating and a visitors
orientation center:

& nots
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