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Michael Finnegan found {rony
n sinking his teeth into a garlic
ibagel just as ho was about to
irchearse tha load role in tha Ply-

¥ ‘thouth-Canton Ballet Company's

wpring production of “Dracuia”
gn Saturday, May 2. After all,

} ivampires avoid garlic at every

tmn.

i The dramatic music set the
tage for the eeriness as
iRinnegan came to life during a
{aturday rehoarsal at Joanne's
}?nnce Extension in Plymouth.

I
ideparture from the company’a
itkaditional balleta,

1 After dancing the Prince in
The Nutcracker” nr:d Franz in

he production is a drastic .

THEATE R

1 Thirsty dancers take a bite ou

nat! Ballat. *

8828, . .

“Dracuia” ' .

What: The Plymou{ncanlon Bollet Company scares up en orlginat
ballet choreographed by Mark Nash, a former member of the-Cincin

When: 1:30 p.m, and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 2, . .
Where: South Lyon High School Auditorium, 1000 Norh Lafayotte,
(ot 11 Mllo Road and Pontlat Trail), South Lyon. . .
Tickets: $10 aduits, 38 children ages 12 and under, (734) 455
| 4330, Resarved seating. For more informatlon call, (734) 397-

bock by Bram Stoker,” aaid
Nash, “The Dayton version was
mero of & love atory. I've tried to
make Dracula-a little more sav-
age. I've tried to make him self-
ish, istical, frustrated,

1*Coppelin,” Fi
itaken to skulking behind the
iblack and red cape as he goes
‘about his dirty work. 1t's o spec-
‘tacular, almost frightening, sight
'to watch him Joap across the
‘stage in purauit of his next vic-
tim. 'One of Finnegan's favorite
scenes takes place at the end of
'stag? aftor Mina, played by
‘Kendra Phillips of Westland,
dHyc'n & stake through his heart.
1o

asame navt ™ aaid

Finneguu, co-owner of Dance
assics Studlo in Ann Arbor.,
“When I heard the spring pro-
wduction was going to be Dracula,
I Knew I had to do it. There's not
thit many signature roles that
aro evil.”

Set in the 16th century,.the
ballot spins Bram Stoker’s clas-
ai¢ tale of the Count who packs
up his coffins and moves to Lon-
'on nfter realizing life has
ymo scarce in Transylvania.

becor
-1 Choreographed by Mark Nash

for the Plymouth Canton Compa-

‘ny, the original ballet tells the

. atory through the eyes of Mina,

Lucy’s best friend, Nash, former-
1y with the Cincinnati Ballet,
danced the lead m%%lnnxtnn Bal-

the ballet when he dies center.

manipulative and hungry. It's
truest to the book without hav-
ing dialogue.”

The company began rchearsals
for “Dracula” during Christmas
holidays. Nash was back in town
early Saturday morning to clcan
up tho choreography. Finnegan
excused, himself from the
rehearsal carly to go to work as
n sales ropresontative for Sprint,
he said, not because daylight
means death to & vampire. John
Luther, who playa Lucy’s fiance,
filled in for the Princo of Dark-

ess. -

“We wanted to do something
different, something special dur-
ing Natfonal Dance Week (May
1-8),” said Dawn Grecne, compa-
ny artistic dircctor, "Lucy is the
one Dracula bites and there's a
big chase to get her back. There's
a lot of acting in this which the
dancers aren’t used to, 8o it's
good for them. For some of them
jit's difficult to just let go and not
feel self conscious about it.”

Pam Lawrie thrives on the
challenge of playing Lucy, Droc-
ula's victim. Heor roles in “Cin-
derella” with the Contemporary
Ballet Theatrd and “Midsummer
Night's Dream” with the

. lot's p o Ply
« Canton ballet departs in a num-

ber of ways from Dayton. Ngh

li Ballot Theatre, dif-
fer drastically from the role of
ially the ing of

. replaces most of the t

music from “Dracula”® sound-

" tracks from “Interview with a

ire,” “Shine,” and “The Age

’/}nflnnoeence."

I tried to stay closer to the

ucy, esp F
Act 1T when the young girl comes

back from the dead.

“It's difforent because wa're 8o
used to doing everything classi-
cal,” said Lawric of Northville.

. “For Lucy, you're playing r doy-

blo relé. You have to make peo-
ple love you so they feel bad
when you die. Then you have to
make people hate you when you

ewemseacenmasnseswmEy

NOW ACCEPTING DEPOSITS

turn evil.”

Multiple personalitics secm to
run rampant in *Dracula.” Tim
Smola struggles with the split
personality of Renfield, a lunatic
cscaped from an insane asylum.
Smota, who joins the Peter Spar-
ling Dance Co, in Ann Arbor
after graduating this spring from

. the University of Michigan, pan-
tomimes eating with relish he
character’s strange cuisine as he
speaks,

“Renficld’s this crazy guy; ho

eats roaches,” said Smola, a Can-
ton resident. “Dracula has con-
trol of his mind, But another
part of him is good and he trics

rs)

Big Apple Bagels
8705 W. Grand River
Brighton
810-220-4512

FREE! " i
SIX BAGELS
WITH A
DOZEN
PURCHASE!

1/2 LB. CREAM
: CHEESE WITH

t of ‘Dracula’ ballet.

to warn people that Dracula’s
coming.”

The role of Mina's fiance,
Jonathon Harker, destroys

. everything Dean Sheremot

learned over the last eight years
about the proper way for a
dancer to carry his body. The
Plymouth Canton High School
junior strovoe for poisa and grace
in his roles in “The Nutcracker™
and “Coppelia,” the same ele-
ments he'll use when competing
in New York and Las Vegas for
the title of Mr. Dance in May. As
the unlucky real cstate agent
sent to Dracula’s castle to final-
ize Count Dracula’s purchase of

HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 6am-6pm; Sat. 7am-5pm; Sun. 7am-4pm

N L L LT P X V)

FREE! ™!

wmamwasmm

A DOZEN
PURCHASE!

SOME “BUNNY”
HOW MUCH YOU LOVE THEM
. WITH A BAGEL BUNNY FROM

23334 Farmington Rd.

pessesssnscae

11/2 LB. CREAM

Carfax Abbey in London
Sheremet slowly becomes weak::
er as Draculn's three wives feeé:
on his blood. : .l
*I got seduced by all the wives}:
I'm their meal,” safd Sheremet,’
who studied with the Cincinnati
Ballet during Easter break. “It's.
diffieult to mct becasse when
you're on stage you're supposed
to have o presencs, And you'rd
acting all weak and frail.” o
Nicole Reitz pauses to listen as
Nash tells the dancers, *in acting
you have to telegraph what is
going on.” Reitz plays the flirtat .
tious and seductive third wife of
Dracula.

REYE

Big Apple Bagels

Farmington
248-426-0615 -

A1/218.
PURCHASE!
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.21 & Quver Please:

CITY, STATE, Z)P CODE Festival Hours Are:

Sunday, April 26 - 3pm to Spm
Monday thry Saturday - 1tam thru 8pm
Sunday, May 3 - 11am thru Spm
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