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JnAnn Holland has an antiquo
business, 8o her husband might
find himeelf stripping and stain-
ing furniture some days, too.

Holland, who was North
Farmington’s varsity football
coach for 21 years, won't be
absent from the scene. Ho plans
to:continue doing the play-by-
plny for football tolecnats on
cable

Aftor grndu-mng from lonia
High School whore he p!nyod
foatball, basketball and b

you renlize you're not here for
that,” Holland said, adding the
day-to-day relationship with
players is what means the most.
“You hope they had o great
experience playing high school
sports ond you did ovnrythmg
possible to mako {t enjoyable.”
Tho soft-spoken Holland is the
opposite of tho stercotypical
gruff and rough-talking football
coach but was just as offective
uslng a storn but casy-going

ond then Weatern Mlchignn Uni-
veraity in 1958, Holland’s first
job was ot Nashville, eouthwest
of.Lansing, before coming to
Farmington when North opened
in 1861,

The Raiders had only a JV
fogtball program that first year.
When coach Warren McKenzie
went into administrative work
the next yoar, Holland becamo
North’s firat varsity coach, o
position ho held through the
1952 scason. Ho also conched

s track while teaching physi-
ca cducation.

*Football is a big part of my
1ifo,” Holland said, *That's why [
went to college. My goal was to
be a footbnll coach, and I pre-
pared myself to that end. I had
fun all the time I was doing it.

*Coaching football and track
wads just a joy for me. I enjoyed
proparing and interacting with
the ¢saches who worked with
me. 1 missed the daily relation-

Iup with the kids, and gome
days wero o lot of fun”

Holland's 1970 North football
tenm finished the scason as the
Ne. 1 Clasa A team in the state.
That was five yoars before the
plpyoffs etarted, The 1978 team
waa the state runner-up to Tra-
vorse City.

*You kinda got caught'up in
v.hpt (records), but after a while

“I probably yolled once in a
while, maybo oarly in my
earcer,” he said, adding he got
good advica from his WMU foot-
ball coach, Buck Reed, *He said
you should always talk normal
to kids and not yell, becauss you
want them to bo edging forward
to hear you, If you're yelling,
they’ro not going to bo listening
enymore.

“[ never npproved of swearing.
I didn't want to do anything to

hurt a playor's cgo or self-’

esteem, Instead, thoy might say
“Horo comes that look. Conch
Holland is going to give you one
of his nesty starcs and you'd bet-
ter do a better job.™

When Jack Cotton retired in
1983, Holland joined the admin-
istration and became just the
second athletic director Farm-
ington Public Schoola has had.

"Jack set’'@ao many things in
place,” Holland szid of Cotten,
who oversaw the start of girls
eports and the expansion from
one to threo high schaools, “All 1
tried to do is refine it, develop it
and continue the tradition Farm-
ington had sthletically as a dis-
trict.”

Bosides doing tho acheduling
for oll sporta for Farmington’s
three high schools and four mid-
dle schools and oversceing 182
coaches, he also heads tho health

and physicnl education depart-
ment.

*It was o real adjustment com-
ing from one high school where 1
was the football and track
conch,” Holland snid, Many peo-
pln think all an AD has to do is
‘answer tho phene, shufllo paper,
go to meetings and drink coffec
all day.’

.*Luckily, I'm a structured and
organized guy. That helped
when 1 came into this job, Fif-
teen yeara is enough, and it's
time to do somathing clse.”

Barb Princo has served as ath-
letic pecretary in Holland’s office
for tho laat 13 years and
desorves a large share of the
eredit for making a big operation
function well, according to Hol-
Jand.

“There nre 60 many things she
can handle on a daily basia that
makes this office 2o efficient,” he
said, adding Farwington has had
just two athletic secretarics, too.
Boverly Johnson preceded Prince
in that job.

Nearly 3,000 students in
Fnrmington competed in high
school and middle schoal sthlet-
ics and ancther 1,500-plus in
intramurals last year,

The district will install lights
at ita three football fieiva, start o
hockey program next school year
and build auxiliary gyms at
North Farmington and Farming-
ton high schaole,

A feasibility study is boing
done on the outdoor facilitics at
Harrison to improve its softball
complex, find space for a soccer
field and improve the football
practice sites.

“I think in 16 years wo've done
a lot, and we've got a lot gmng,
Holland said, "I think we're
doing n lot of positive things for
alat of kids."

Patriots earn first baseball victories of '98

Spring break has been good to

thé Livonia Franklin baseball

Thu Patriots (2-4) swept a dou-
ble-hender Wedncsday from vis-
iting University of Detroit~Jesuit
(245) to carn their first two victo-
rics of the year, 7-6 and 9-6,

“It's the beat defense we've
played all year,” Franklin wassis-
tagt coach Don Harris said. “If
we do zhnt we'll be in 6 lot of
ballgames. "

David Word pitched six strong "

mmngu to pi:k up the win in the
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first gnme. He struck out 10,
walked seven and scattered six
hits. Bryan Waldo came on to
carn the save in the seventh,
The Patriots trailed 4-2 after
five innings before exploding for
five runs in the bottom of the

sixth,

Waldo's three-run double
koyed the surge. He went 2-for-4
with a pair of doubles and four
RBI. Teammate Mike Franklin
went 3-for-4,

In the nighlcap. Miko Cochran
went 2-for-3 with threo RBI and
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Tom Jones sparked a four-run
second inning with a two-run
single.

Jamie Proffer, the winning
pitcher, scattered nine walks
and six hita over six innings. He
struck out six before giving way
to Wnldo, who pitched two score-
less innings and fanned three to
earn his second save of the day.

Franklin, a junior shortstop,
went 2-for-5.

The Patriots scored three
timos in the fourth inning to
break a six-all deadlock.

.in ydur brand new 1998

1st floor of Casino Windsor™,

Volkswagen Beetle! Hit the
IACKPOT on one of
our designated Slot Machines,

located around the Beetle on the

N
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and win a 1998 Beetle to

call your very own!

F PN

, }the Red ngs need every man, -
woman and ch||d to stand up and be counted
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