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ors of persuasion - facots that
would sorve him woll later ~ to
q’ét a slot on u supply ship in
safer wators, where he' was pay-
siaster and beer-supplior.
+:Officors and snilors would try
tp slip him an extra $50 — a lot of

noy in thosa days ~ for moro
hoar, but Curd #aid no. “The only
|Bng they couldn’t buy waa my
WW. uuya Curd today, “and
ey, atill can't.”

Whon the man shortnge hit
tho Navy and it began recruiting
African-Americana = “Jim Crow
laws wore still in effoct back
then,” recalled Curd - he became
an Navy instructor giving them
a crash-course in storekeoping.

*Thoy gave me respoct and 1
gave thom reapect,” ho anid of
the experience.

Because they wero in “a whito
man’s navy,” spid Curd, “I think
they were more scared of that”

nd more concorned about how
they'd be nccnptad “than thoy
were of tho war.

1*We got along fnb\ﬂoualy. They

could aek me anything.” That

oponneas also would serve him,
;Some 50 yenrs later, after &
-auccessful Dotroft-nrca real
estate sales career and helping
wifo Barney rear four children,
CGurd was approached by Holly
Owen of Colonial Car Wash Inc.

on Nine Mite.

..Owon was trying ta help the
FHS Bnnd get to Prnnco as
in

asked mo,” aaid Curd who, like a
lot of veterans, nlso was being
stirred by 50-year-old war mem-
ories. -

Besides, it was the war that
had gotten him out of tho gritty
farm-life he hated.

Down to business

So he got to work, “wined and
dined” a Department of Defenso
senior master sorgoant who gave
him a special World War II com-
momorative flag and told Curd of
8 Detroit-area flog diatributor.
“Curd swung o sharp deal with
the company for more flags,
which he t.hnn lold to fellow vet-
erans and ing, raising

His honors: Curd's war ser-
vice was decorated,

includes demonstrations in flag
otiquette by high schoal Junior
Resarve Officer Training Corps
cadets.’

The program, he tells the kids,

thn money thu Fnluon band need-
'I'ho band adopted me as hon-

orary grandfather,” enid Curd in ",

explaining how “Uncle Jack”
became *Grandpa Jack.”
*I even went to band camp. l’m
bably the oldest dfe
who ever went ta camp.

That led Curd to pulh Farm-

ington and the Hiils into an 18-
month commemoration of the
war, I‘ollm:ied by the creation of

The course, which Fouchoy
helped create and which is
taught in clnnroomn. tnncheu

‘about.
1iag, the picdge of ail und

tho war “so peo-
plo won't fovget it,” but in no way
does Grandpa Jock want to glori-
fy war.

"l lave kids,” said Curd of his
reaching out to them, particular-
)y thoso in single-parent house-
hn‘};ia “I'm a grandpa, I know

And the fooling {8 mutual.’

They confido in him and he's had
them hanging from hia lega and
asking for his autograph.

*If thoy’re recoptive” to what
he toaches nnd tells about his
tifo oxporiences, "it touches mo,

*“] expect to keop dolng it until
1 have to hang it up.”

Borrowing an ald ounte. Curd

appreciation for what thoy repre-
sont It features pnunhmum on

's solo
the Normandy colebration and
Card was bored with retirement.
*“I gucsa I was ripe when Holly

growing up by Curd, F

Mayor Mury L. Buah and fellow
World War II veteran Wally
Christensen, among others snd

Guns from page Al :

2aid ho ah ars
from now the only important
thing is that the world may be a
littlo bettor becauso an adult
was important in the eyes of a
child.

inherent in his being included in

Ho uid he refusad to allow

8 Detroit nowapaper article
questioning an apparent gun
connection between two for-
mer bosaes, the late Detroit
Mayor Coleman Young nnd ox-
Dotroit Police Chisf Willinm
Hart.

The article questioned how
Young had come to have two of
the missing weapons, both of
which wore ngned out by Hart,
ho's now serving n prison sen-
tance for embezzling city funda.

... Facing barbs
: “Tho only thing I have” as
. gtl;f;:f police “is my integrity,”

- said Thursday aftern
after facing a stream of nowspa-
pbr and tolevision reporters and
enduring citizena’ barbs,

iDwyer rolated how one Hills
officer had gone to lunch Thurs-
dhy “and the guy at the sand-
wich shop said, “Tell tho chief he
better find those guns.’

‘The chief said four of the guns
- two snub-nosed .38-caliber
police specials, a shotgun used in
Detroit PD narcotics raids when
Dwyar was chief of that section
and a sniper rifle — had beon
locked in the Hills armory and
would returned to Dutrmt. by
ursday.

ol crows to film the
return of the weapons.

The other two weapons, he
said, were probably turned in
and reanlgm:d to someone elso
in narcotica,

*Thoy wore nover brought aut
hore and were probably lost in
their audit, which is way over-
dug, of course,” Dwyer said.

The chief said he doeosn’t col-
lect guns.

Beasides the annunl weapons
inventory, the FHPD'a policy
since 1996 hos been to allow
retired officera to purchase, at
the then-current, new-gun
replacement cost, the duty hand-
guns provided by the depart-
ment. The policy covers-officers
rotired since Jan. 1, 1990,

Officers olso may carry their
own personal bnckup weapons
on duty, he said, but those must
bo handguns appreved by the
dopartment and the officers
must qualify with them,

The retirement gun policy took
effect aftor the department
gwitched from .357 Magnum
vevolvers to the current 10-mil-
limeter Smith & Wesson seminu-
tomatics, Dwyer said.

Regnrding the Detroit
weapons, the Hilla chief sald he
had properly signed for thom
when he was Detroit Narcotica
Section chiof ond only found
them while unpacking in 1985.

Several requests

He then asked tho DPD sever-
al times to pick up the guns,
thinking thoy would do 80 ns &

profeasional courtesy, sinco he
now was o chief of palice,

Aftor o while, he snid, “I had
assumed somebody had come for
them” and he forgot about them
until he got the DPD missing-
weapons page with his name on
it at mid-week.

Dwyer noted the page mcludcd
a former police commi

Hit"ﬁ'uﬂ from

page Al

Ford emblem and an electric
vutside resrview mirror,
which could indicate the
vohicle was an LX modol
Escort, polico said.

It was raining ond thero
were no skidmarks on the
road, they said.

Polico also sont Rogers'
clothing for paint samplea,
“We'ro giving it the full

Monty,” Green said.

As of Friday afternoon, the
dopartment hed not gotten
much response from the pub-

lic in its appeal for help, he
said.
Rogers, who livea on Nino

Mile not far from where ho’

was struck, hod apparently
parked his car on the north
shoulder of Nino Mile, but
was found on the south side,
12 feot from tho road, by a
newspaper delivery truck
drivor around 4:60 s.m.,
police said.

Family members told them
ho was on his way home from
work at the time.

Lighthouse talk set‘fl'

Charles K. Hyde, professor of History
at Wayne State University, will spen\:
at 2 p.m, Naturdey, Aprii 25, ai tie
Farmington Branch Library, 23500 L:b—
erty Street.

Hyde will discuss tho history, dcm;:n,

and legenda of Great Lakes hgh!.hauscs
as well as the lifestyle of lighthouse;:
keepors ond their families.
- Following his presentation, he \'ll“.
autograph copies of his book “Tho
Northern Lights: Lighthouses of the'
Upper Great Lakes.”

Call 474-7770 to mguu.-r for this fmu
program.

A lot of busincsses gol 2

It’s 9:31 am on Wall Street.

Do you know who your bank is?

new bank recently.
i didn’t

many of those

with merger h Our

getto choose their now banking panner. And
now they're fecling a little concerned.
Mcirobunk customers have ncver had to deal

tast locally owned communily banks. buill
without mcrgers or acquisitions.
With four convenicnt locations and aver
35 years in the business, we're committed to
servi ing our customers. not Wall Street. For more

areies
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Member FDIC

superior service from one of Oakland County’s

enjoy

stay, catl us or stop by any branch location.

-Metrobank

Where Small Businesses Come To Grow.
(248) 474-6400

www.metrobanker.com

aboul the locat bank that’s here to

wheo's now a judge, but nmd that
apparently wasn't publi

The Detroit repnrtcr told
Dwyer hia name was prominent-
Jy foatured only in that paper's
Oakland County edition.

The investigation was aparked
when a Detroit gallery conduct-
ing Young’s estate sale sought a
routine check by stato police of
Young’s gun collection,

Dwyer was with the Datroit
PD 23 yoars, rising to the rank
of commander.
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