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fMlessage to Mom

Why Is your mother speciat? Tell
us in 50 words or less and you may
win lunch or dinner for your mom
{and three other people) at o local
restourant. Mall, fax or e-mail
entries by noon Friday, May 1.

MAIL:

Community Editar Dave Varga
33411 Grand Rivor

Farmington, M1 48335 ..
FAX: |

(248) 477-9722

mother's name, your address and

telephiono number, You may send a

photo, however, Judging will be

S LEDOU Un yULE 1160 B0ET.

’ v'a wlll print as many entries as
possible on Mother's Day, Sunday,

May 10. The contost Is open to

readers of all ages.

dence and service awards
will be handed out 2 p.m.
todgy at the Festival of
the Arts at the William
Costick Center.
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Ameritech
.asks if towns
want cable TV

Farmington arca cable TV customers
may get a choice in who provides their ser-

vice,

Ameritech Now, Medin wants to offer
cablo television service to Farmington and

. Farmington Hills residents. Currently,

Time Warnor is the only cable service
provider in the Farmington area.

However, afficials on the cities’ cable
authority are skeptical whether customers
will sce lower rates with new competition.

Amcritech, which has franchise agree-
ments for ita Americast cablo service in 33
othor Dctroit arca municipalities, has
2¢roed in on the Farmington area.

An Ameritcch New Media representative
haa asked citics in the South n Onk-

The Farmingtan man who recently
received probaotion for hosting a party
where alcohol was served to minors
was arraigned Thursday for the armed
robbery of a South Lyon grocery store.
Kevin Tod Alexander, 34, was shot in
the legs aftor allegedly robbing Show-
erman’s IGA April 19, He was
arraigned in his hospital room by 62nd
District Judge Michoel Batchik. A nat
guilty plen was entered for him, accord-

The same man who got probation for hosting a
teen beer bash in Farmington last fall is facing
armed robbery charges in connection with a

»:| holdup at a South Lyon market. He was shot

kA in the arrest and arraigned in the hospital.

ing to South Lyon police,

A cash bond totaling $1 million was
ordered by Batchik, with $100,000 for
each of 10 counta, all linked to laat
Sunday’s robbery. Alexandor was
nrraigned on two counts of armed rob-
bery, six counts of weapons felony
firearm, and two counts of felonious
assault. .

The nama of the hospital was not dis-
closed for sccurity reagons, sald Farm-
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“Tho task force is still attempting to
dinnte ovid

Herrmann Friday. Al is in fair
condition and under police watch at the
hospital. .

According to Herrmann, additional
chorges against Al der ~ includi

and prepare cascs®
for the Oakland County Presecutor’s
Office, Herrmann said.

1f the bond is not met, Alexander will
d to the Oakland County

those connected with the Jan. 11 rob-
bery of the Grand River-Halsted Kmart'
in Farmington — are “pending at this
point”

Alexander is considered a prime sus-
pect in nine previoua “closing time”
rabberios, where a total of about
$176,000 in cash was stolen, Among
other previous turgets was the same
South Lyon Showermun's, victimized
on Nov, 5.

il
Jail in Pontiac os soon as he is suffi-
ciently recovered from the gunshiot
wounds.

Herrmann said Alexander’s prelimi-
nary exnmination in Novi's 62nd Dis-
trict Court must be scheduled by
Thursday, May 7.

Alexander was arrested last Sunday
night in the back of Showerman's. He
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Family
affair
takes
class

Dad fills in during
daughter’s leave

Daddy-daughter combinations
usually are found at dances, not
in front of a classroom. But for
pupils in the Gill Elementary
Schaool ¢lassroom of teacher
Molly Gray, that's exactly what's
happening.

Gray, who is expected to deliv-
or her second bnby any day, is
handing over the classroom reins
to hor father, retired public
school edueator Lincoln Avery,
for the rest of the school year.
Avery hos been standing in the
wings since carly March, when
he began velunteering his time
to team up with his daughter
and teach the fourth/ifth-grade
aplit class at the Farmington dis-
trict school,

The hardest part for the 31-
year-old Gray, a 1986 graduate
of North Farmington High
School, is knowing what to call
her father in front of her “sec-
ond" family.

“My biggest problem has been
calling him Mr, Avery,” said
Gray, sitting next to Avery following
a Thuradny morning reading lesson,
“I want to call him Dad.””

Avery, a 35-year veternn of South-
field Public Schools before retiring in
1990 to take the job of exccutive
director of downtown Farmington-
based Keep Michigan Beautiful,
seems to be fitting in just fine with
the students in his daughter’s class.

“It’s really exciting, but it's also
kind of strange,” said 10-year-old

All In the family: Lincoln Avery, a
G’rrg%, when she leaves her fourth- and fifth-grade class at
chuia. .

fourth-grader Radhika Upadhyaya
abaut learning from Gray and Avery.
“It kind of feels funny that our teach-
er's dad is going to be teaching us.
But he's fun to be with.”

According to fourth-grader, Marie
Smith, 10, “I thought it would be
kind of atrange. But I've grown to
like him.”

Both tench the same way, too, said

10-year-old Alex Romine, ane of the .

fifth-graders in the class, “Therc's
some similaritics, They have the

ormer teacher, will take ol

ver the class of his daughter, Molly
Gill Elementary to deliver her second

samo style.”

“They're excited because he's my
father,” said Gray, asked about clnss
reaction to Avery.

Principal pleased

Gill principal Mike DufY also likes
the unique arrangement and noted
that it didn't take very long at all for
Avery to becomo accustomed to
teaching again, something he last did

in 1963.
“It’s worked out fine,” Duff snid.

“He seems to be picking up right
where his daughter is leaving off.”

Duff said parents have not com-
plained about Avery taking over the
class. Usually in cases invelving
maternpity leave, guest teachers
receive a few days to learn the ropes
next to the teacher, not nearly two
months.

“It's much more beneficinl,” anid
Duff, about the efongated transition.
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11-hour standoff ends peacefully in Hilis

A 32-year-old Farmington Hills man
and an Oak Park woman holed up in
his home before surrendering to police
Fridny, after an 11-hour standoff medi-
nted by the man's attorney.

Police wanted to question the pair in
connection with a shooting around 11
p.m. Thuraday in the arca of Mystic
Forest and Knighton, which is in the
city's northwest corner. They were

d and released pending fur-

‘land Cable Commission for letters to state
:their interest in having another service
‘provider. Ameritech officials also wants to
Hoak aver tho threo cities’ cable ordinance.

1 SWOCC rcpresents Novi as well as
‘Farmi Hills and Farmi:

\ “We look forward to it and think it's a
‘great aren,” anid Qeoff Potter, Amoritech
{New Modia spokesman, *“Wo certainly hopo -
ito offer a service that many of the area’s
nelghbors already enjoy.”

+ Ameritech mado o similar presentation
to SWOCC two yeara ago. However, the
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ther {nvestigatiol.,

Residents phoned polico after hoar-
ing several gunshots in tho area. When
police arrived, they found an aban-
doned gilver and mardgon van with two

bullet holes in the passenger side. No
one is believed to have been injured.

Witnesa saw a red vehicle pull into a
Knighton Drive residence, which was
surrounded by police. Officera tried
several times to moke contact with tho
maon but were unsuccesaful.

Police obtained a search warrant
signed by 47th District Court Judge
Marla Parker.

*We had no communication with him
all pight,” said Bill Dwyer, Hills polico
chief. “He wouldn't answer the phone;
ho wouldn’t answer the door.”

The Oakland County Sheriffs special

response team wab on standby. Resi-
denta in the subdivision were puzzled
to find polics cars patrolling on their
street,

“f saw four police cars when I got up
and then there were two when I went
to school,” said n 13-year-old boy who
lives nearby. *“They were just driving
around the neighbarhood. I didn’t know
what was going on until one of the kids
at the bus atop told me.”

Around 10:16 a.m., the man's attor-
ney, who was at the sceno, convineed
him and the woman te come out,

“We wore patient,” Dwyer said..*We

didn't rush and nobody got hurt.
Everything turned out well.” -

Later Friday, Farmington Hills
police were still uncertnin of what
charges will follow. Officers continued
to interview witnesses and collect evi-
dence, which included several sheil
casings found at the acenc.

Shots were likely exchanged between
occupants of the two vehicles, which
rammed into cach other, Dwyer said.

After the van crashed into a parked
vehicle, n person inside escaped on foat
through a commons area. Police used
tracking dogs, but couldu’t pick up a
trail. .

The eye of the beholder

ings and schools,

into consideration as judging criteria.

Tho Farmington Hills Beautification Commission
will soon be scouring tawn for the most boautiful
places in the city for the Annual Beautification
Awards, Arcas to be judged include subdiviaion,
sendominium and apartment entrances,
worship, buainesscs, shopping centers, public build-

Good design, originality, maintenance and appro-
priateness to purposo and location will all ba taken

Award winners will bo rocognized by the City of
Farmington Hills and the Beautification Commia-
sion at the Annual Awards Breakfast in November.

houses of

Mr. Hobbs stays

FARMINGTON FOCUS

For information, ¢all the Farmington Hills Plan-
ning Department at (248) $73-0543.

Farmington Hilla City Manager Dan Hobbs is offi-
cially, entirely out of the running for the position of
city manager of Boulder, Colo. .

Although he was in the final six interviewed can-
didates for the job, tha council has hired a manager

job offer.

from Virginio, after its first.choico turnad down the,

Chorale benefit

Three Men and o Tenor, an a capella vocal group
that has gotten rave reviews, will be coming to
North Farmington High School to perform a concert
on Friday, May 1, to benefit the school's choir,

The show is acheduled for 7:30 p.m. Tickets are,
$10 for adults, $7 for atudents and seajora. Call 489-
3546 or 473.2578. o

Tho group bills itself as part Smothers Brothers,
part Marx Brothors and part Statler Brothers, all in,
one high-energy, musical comedy shaw.

-

&

{ ¥

v




