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The word “regrottabic” was
repeated several times by
Farmington school district offi-
cinils during Tuesday’s meeting,
when a decision to lay off seven
teachera was approved.

But “temporary™ might be
another appropriate word to
deseribe tho layofls, which were
done to comply with tho Farm-

by vy

tendent Bob Maxiieid said to
bonrd membera before the lay-
offs were authorized. *It (the

layoff list) is regrettably sub- -

mitted for your approvak.”

All of the teachers have less
than twe ycars experienco in
Farmington schools, though
some started their teaching
careers in other districts. The

ington Ed
Tective b

tonchers, all in the high

seid Larry Lobert, executive
director of personnel. .

The school board OK'd the
Inyoffs to meet an April 30 noti-
fication deadline, informing
each teachor that thera cur-
rently isn't a specific job avail-
able for him or her in 1998-99.
It is likely that most, if not all,
of tho teachers will bo brought
back at some point next year —
although possibly not in the
same positions.

“We hope the names on this
list will be recalled,” Superin-

schools, wero notified on
Wednesday, Lobert said.
Lobert stregsed after the
meeting that the lnyofla were
not done as a cost-cutting men-
sure. The combined salarics of

the seven teachers were not’

discloged.

“Thia is not a cost-cutting
issue but a staffing issue,”
Lobert snid, adding that the
teachers “probably will be
called back.”

He noid the district has an
obligation to, by the end of

District lays off 7 teachers

Aprii, coniact any teacher whe
doen not have a apacific job
jdontified for the following
year,

Lobort said some of the
recalls could hegin very soon,
after toachers who intend to
retire notify the district.

“But, in our district, the con-

. tract does not provide that we

get a real carly notification on
retircments,” Lobert said. And
a teacher could actually hold off
until lato summer before mnk-
ing thnt decision,

According to Sue Zurvalec,
assistant superintendent of
staff and community services,
it is difficult to inform anybody
that they are being laid off. But
she asked for some perspective.

“About 150 positions were cut
in tho diatrict in 1990 due to an
avernight $6 million recapture
that the state took away from
us right befors July 1, Zur-
valec said.
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$9.5 million?

Mix ‘n’ match plan returns some, spends some

Alice Toroyan, a 22-yeor resi-
dent of Farmington Public
Schools, is nearing roti
age and lives on a fixed income.
But she would rather sce the
school board put ita $9.5 million
windfall to educational use
instead of secing annual tax
rebate checks of $15, $20 or $26.

And Toroyan, who spoke to the
Farmington school board Tues-
day night about what should be
done with the one-time payback
from tho so-called Durant law-
suit, inslsta sho isn't alone.

“You'll probably be hearing
from more of us,” said Toroyan to
board membera during tho meet-
ing at the Farmington Training
Center. .

Board President Linda Enberg
and Treasurer Joo Svoke, who
heads up tho board’s finance

i bol hanked Toroy-

nity,” anid Toroyan, whoso three
children went through Farming-
ton Public Schoola, “The $20 isn't
going to make that much of a dif
ference in my taxes.”

According to Toroyan, it makes
more senso to take the money
and do something that would
have a long-lasting, positive
effect on teenago students, many
who live in families whero both
parents work.

The echool board now is con-
sidering using up to $9.5 million
of tho Durant money to reduco
the amount of bonds that must
bo sold to complote $28 million
worth of projects from last
Scptember’s bond issue. Resi-
dents could roceive annual tax
rebates of $12 over 19 years
under that plan.

“We ncod to tako care of the
after school.... Wo're

an for her comments. Both alse

am on Walz'» Street.
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Do you know who your bank is?

T ted that the decision on
what to do with the money won't
be made until the 1998.99 bud-
get is completed next month, On
Tuesday, the board set a budget
public hearing for Tueaday, May
18.

Asked about her position later,
Toroynn aaid she favored secing
the board put the Durant money
in an intcrest-generating fund
and use it for special endeavors
such as after-scheol programs,
summer programs and tutoring
at the teen centers. She would
not want to see money used for
regularly budgeted district oper-
ations or be returned to resi-
denta,

“We'ro a rich enough commu-

ptarting to addresa it, but we feel
thia money could holp address
this issue” even more, Toroyan
said,

Farmington schools Superin-
tendent Bob Maxfield later
called Toroyan's suggestion “a
legitimate option. Clearly, thero
is sentiment to return overy
penny, and there’s the other end
of the apactrum. This is a one-
time infusion of money. There
may bo unique projects.” !

A “mix and match” compro-
mise ia possible.

“The board feels very strongly
that at least a portion bo
returncd” to residents in some
way, Maxfield said.

If the money is put aside for
diatrict-related projects or pro-

grams, the board must be .,
“extremely speclfic” about how it
will bé used, Maxfiold said. in

Undor the so-called “mix and ..
mateh” option, obout two-thirds
of the moncy would be returned
to taxpayers (via the rebates), -2
with the rest set aside for desig-
nated projects. nr

“There's a package of sito
improvements we identified but «
wore never part of the bond -+~
issue,” Maxfield said. »

Those include improvementa
to elementary school play-
grounds to make them handi-
capped accessible and enhance-
ments to parking lot lights at the
high schools.

Another $1.2 million could be
used to establish two endowment
funds of $600,000 each, Maxfield
gald. Ono could bo used to sup-
port tutoring programs in the
four teen conters operated by tho
city of Farmington Hills. :

The other fund could be uaed _
to support a tuition program for _*
summer programming for disad- ,,
vantaged children.

Ench fund would generate an .
estimated $30,000 in interest ,,
ench year, enough to keep thoso
programs going without reducing
the principal.

Farmington is one of 84 Michi-
gan public school districts
awarded a total of $212 million ...
by the Michigan Supreme Court. ~.-
The districta sued the state in
1880 for not providing enough
aid for state-mandated speciali,
education programa. The state .-
must fully pay for programs that’
it requirea. .

AGENDA

Farmington Hills
City Council meaoting
City Hall 474-6115
7:30 p.m. Monday, April 27

Agenda Items Include:
. B Considercont hearing for
road improvement and drainage
improvement for Ridgewood
Drive.

Ockland Excavating Company,
Inc. for $1.13 million.
& Consider i

tion of $32,600 anticipated fund
balance from the 1997/88 side-
walk prog; funds,

C-9-98 to amend city code, in
arder to blish lations for

@ Charter revision lasues
i of the whole).

the placement of signs and
approval of summary for publica-
tion.

B Approve concept of “Memori-
ol Park” located at corner of

M Approve application to
Michigan Department of Envi-
ronmental Quality for General *
Storm Water Permit. -

B Consider contract for pave-

. a Cunsidcrhcol:ﬂiruct‘fur the Elc;en Mile and Middlebelt ment - rabhabilitation and
P | il Ay iy i t rohabilitation and Roads and dbreak i i for Ridgo-
A fot of businesses got a new bank recently. last tocally ownced community banks, built pavement a 1 PP 4 3 imp -
Unfonunately. many of those busincsses didn’t wilhout mesgers or acquisitions. drainage improvement project ing. wood Drive, to Onkland Excavat- #

for Kimhcrlny Suhdivision, to B Consider approval of nlloca-  ing Company, Inc. for $248,687. »

_With four convenicnt locations aud over
35 years in the busincss, we're conmitted 1o

get 1o choose their new banking panner. And
now they"re fecling a fittle concerned.

Metrobank customers have never had todeal  scrving our customers. not Wall Strect. For more — v
i with merger headaches. Our cnjoy i ion about the local bank lljnt's _hcrc to = o -
; superior scrvice from onc of Oakland County’s stay? call us of stop by any branch iocinion. ——— U%N% .
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‘ etrobank =

" OPENING

N
LIVONIA .
TUESDAY
MAY 5th,
11:00 a.m.

Witere Small Businesses Come To Grow.
(248) 474-6400

www.metrobanker.com

Member FDIC
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AI Nationwide? we offer a complete porifolio

of life insurance producs and services to help keep you
financially secure today and in the years lo come.

Call us today to find out more about our many different

life insurance plans.
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