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Estleman ertes ghostly western

-icumoy oif the Dead

-8By Loren D. Estleman -
‘IForge, $21.95)
y Though you
probably won't
find it clossified
as such at your
local library or
bookatore {check
under "western
fiction”), “Jour-
ney of the Dead”
is, in fact, a
ghost story. The
ghost is that of
legendary out-
law, Henry McCarty a.k.a.
William Bonney a.k.a. Billy the
Kid. :rho haunted figure is Pat
- Garrett, legendary lawman who
tracked Bonney down and shot
“him dend one eold night in New
Mexico Territory, way back in
‘1881,

VICTORIA
DIAZ

In much western fiction, an
event like this would serve as a
‘climactic ending to a hell-for-
“lenther shoot-em-up, after which
our hero would ride off into a
- sunset, certain in his heart that
“he'd done The Right Thing.

In this vovel by Michigan writ-
er Eptlemon (“Billy Gashade"),
- Bonney's denth is only the begin-
* ning, however, &nd Zmyrett 15 00
eriumphuni, seif-assuied hoto.

An encroaching c«ivilization
* tightens ity hold on the ence-wild
- West, Garrett (who ecems ruled
. by the instincts of the notural

hunter) is beset with sell-doubt,
and seriously bothered by the
specter of the ever-youthful Kid,

Secking to rid himself of Bon-

ney's ghost — which appears only”

through highly realistic dreams

- Garrett visits an ancient Span-

irh alchcmist who resides in the

Mexican desert. The alchemist

(who, apparently, tells thia story,

even Livugh we'té never suro
how he knows all he knows)}
obliges, supplying the tall lnw-
man with a foul-smelling potion,
which helps nat at nll.

It you've been hankering to
lose yourself in the Old West ~
particularly Texas und New
Mexico Territory ~ you could cer-
tainly do worse than to experi-
ence this tale written by a votor-
an author of westerns (and crime
novels). Estleman’s setting is
vivid as a west Texas sunset,
tactile as the hide of an aged
homed toad, odoriferous as an
unwashed cowboy. Sometimes,
the author’a attention to physical
detail approaches the exquisite.

Here arc whores, whiskey, gila’
monsters, bones, stones, che-
roots, chaparral, godawful
weather, guts, blood, mesquite,
meseal, pistols, poker players, a
wide varicty of annkea (most of
them human), and countless
“things with thorns and stings.”
Here is a colloction of unread
(mustard-colored) law books in a
carner of the clubroom of an old-
timey Toxas hotel, a well-read
copy of Harper's Weekly on a
neaby “avle, a lush Belgian car-
pet azderneath Garrett's high-
he<ied boots,

Here arc “horses plunged into
hidden hollew h gronte of
shock and pain, blowing steam
that condensed on the riders’
faces and frosted their eyebrows
and mustaches, turning them
into old men.” (Much of Eatle-
man's fresh, picturesque way
with words conjures imojes that
arrest the reader's attention and
encrgize the reading at the same
time.)

Dinlogue nlso enhances this
thought-provoking adventure, so
much so that you'll feel you're
listening in directly on conversa-

‘Cranbrook welcomes writers

| BY HUGH GALIAGHER
STAFF WIUTER

. Last year Cranbrook's first
. “Retrent for Writers® attracted
* 130 students eager to learn more
- about their craft from the best.

It was an experience that pro-
, gram director Tom Murdock
- calls “wonderful.” This year, July
" 10-23, Murdock said he expects
. nbout 200 students to participate
! in sevun-, five- and three-day
! programs over the two-week
+ period.

: “People come for a varicty of

. rengsons,” Murdock said. “Some

. are just beginning in their craft

% and loaking for pointers, others

- are more experienced and look-
ing for feedback and others just

. want to be in a group with their
peers.”

This year's faculty features
: award-winning writers, writing

conches nnd directors of writing
programa.

This year's participants
include poet Mark Doty, chil-
dren's author Elaine Greenstein,
fiction author Joshua Henkin,
poct Thomns Lux, screcnwriter
Bill Philips and poet Gerald
Stern,

“It's casy to get published writ-
ers to come,” said Murdock, who
teaches high school English at

Cranbrook. “] spent a lot of time *

going through letters and talked
to other about their teaching
abiiities. T wanied people who
were good at critical analysis
and talking inapirationally.
None of them have that edge of
superiority or meanncss that
some workshops have.”

Murdock said the Cranbrook
program set out to define its own
niche ns a program that is sup-
portive or writers rather than
being judgmental.

! BOOK HAPPENINGS

~.Book Happenings feotures vari-
.. ous happenings at suburban
- bookstores. Send news leads 10
Hugh Gallagher, Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, M!
48150, or fax them to
(313)591-7279, or e-mall him at
oe. net
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“BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM, SOUTH-
. FICLD ROAD) .

Happy Birthday, Willlam Shake-
spagre-fostivat, 1 pm, Sunday,
Al 28; Nancy Washburne dis
cusses ond signs "Snotkeling
Guide to Michigan's Inner Lakos.”
7 p.m, Tuesday, April 28; discus-

sion group on Anna Bronte’s “The

Tenants of Witafell Hall,* 7 p.m.
‘Wednesdoy, Anrll 29 at the store
31150 Southfletd Road, Birming-
_ham (248)644-1515.

SOUTHFIELD LIBRARY
Raynetta Mancas, author of "Alt
for Lave™ and *Wishing on &
Stor,” 2 p.m. Sunday. April 28;
“This Planct’s Petals Palnted,”
with Julle Dowson, wetercolor
artist, 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aprit
28, $5 rogisteation feo: Merry Sit-
ber discusses guilt moking, 2
p.m, Saturday, Moy 2, $5 regls
7 tetlon fee: ot the library 26000
Evergreen Road, Southfleld,
{248)948-0460,

BOADERS (BIRMINGHAM, WOOD-

WARD)

T Pamela Thomas Gtaham discuss-

N s and signs “A Datker Shade of

1. Crifason,” 2 g.m. Sunday, Aprit
7, Quvinng County Writing Com

I}

test bookslgning, 3 p.m. Sunday,
April 26; phitosophy dlscussion,
~What is Morality,” 7:30 p.m.
Monday, April 27: fencing club, 7
p.m. Tuesday, Aprll 28; Jewlsh
poets read, 7:30 p.m. Wednes-
day, Apilt 29; Charlie Vincent and
Dave Schultz sign and discuss
"Broken Wings: The Inslde Story
of the Investigetion of tha Traglc
Red Wings Limousine Crash,”
noon, May 2 at the store 34300
Woodward Ave., Blrmingham
(248)203-0005.

BARNES & NOBLE {NORTHVILLE)
Mystery book ciub discusses
Michael Connelly's * 8lood
Work,” 7:30 p.m, Tuesday, Apll
28, at the store 17111 Haggerty
Rond ot,Six Mile, Nerthvlite.

BARNES & NOBLE (BLOOMFIELD

HILLS)
Colleen Dodt discusses and signs
“The Essentia! Olfs Hook and Not-
ural Baby Core Book,” 2 p.m.
Sundoy Apill 26; readors book
graup discusses Emast J. Galnes,
A Lesson Before Dying.” 7 p.m.
‘Waodnesday, April 29 ot the store
6575 Tetegraph Road, Bloomfield
Hills (248)540-4209.

BORDERS (FARMINGTON HilLS)
Tha University of Detroit Mercy's
notionalty ayndicated radia pro-
gram “Ask tho Professor” tapus
final show of its 45th season,
7:30 p.m, Wednesday, Aptll 28 a1
the store, 30995 Orchard take
Road, Fatmington Hills.

BORDERS (DEARBORN) -

Thomaos Sulllvan signs “The Mar-

tyring,” 7 p.m. Monday, Apdl 27;

4

(734)688-7652,
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