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LETTERS.

Back to the three Rs

er since our countrymen allowed the prac-

Eetica of removing prayner from our clasercoma,
our marality has dropped to the level of rodents.

Our schools are greatly responsible for the -
children committing violent crimes. Pm not talk-
ing about the dedicated teachers. They will
afways be there. Thank God for them.
i Pm J. Morality, d ¥, ¥
ity, respect and the ability to know right from
wrong has gone by the wayside in our education-
ol systems throughout our country, Thia no
Idqnger is part or our educational syatem. Why?
Docsn't thia belong there? Are teachers afraid to
téach?

! As 1 1ook aver the years, I looked up to our
Ioaders. But what have our children got to look
up to? Not our president, he didn’t inhale! How
about our C: ? They voted th the
biggest fattest raise in history, We all com-

ey

-plained but they ignored us.

! But just try to correct the Notch problem for

Korea. I'm wondering, was it all in vain? To save
what? A country that spends und spends, gives
and gives and gives to any foreign country to
buy their love of us? They hate sur guts and love
our money.

The only thing 1 sce ia that our vets forgot
what they fought for or are ashamed. How about

11th- grade p y test. Led by b
lendcrs, the atate revised the test to validate the
value of a high school diploma: a diploma under

attock bee oo and

child been assigned and of those, how many
were critically evaluated for structure, grammar
and spelling, eapecinlly outside of their English

attack by grade

andapr
with self-esteem at the expense of quality and
performance.’

The igsuc ia the state reform to replace a few

frecdom and pursuit of peace for all kind? [
am nat compromising or abandoning my funda-
mental values, I vote!

Children that use guns were not educated to
respect other people and tho lack of discipline
can be reversed if parents and schoola go back to
the “three Rs” — Reaponsibility, Respect and
Reunite. Our children are our future and doc-
tors can help but it starts at Home and in the
schools!

Don't blame guns — [ never saw 1 gun shoot
anyone. .

People kill people, they are the ones that need
help.

' George Strelezuk
Farmington

those shorted on their SS checks, born b
1917-19286. Roatenkowski would not allow the
blll out of “his” committee to be voted on. Wasn't
hie a crook in Congreas or am [ wrong?

! I'm a veteran of two wara — World War 11 and

Minority rights, business growth at odds

Test isn't the problem

Pur:cnt.s have made a run on Farmington high

schools to exempt their children from the

Itiple choice q
ten essay. An essay graded on structure, gram-
Teint los to

What hos been the consistency of instruction-
al quality ns your student progressed through™”
Farmington schools? What was the consistency =

of the test with a writ- | of 1 within their ? o
I respectfully suggest that high school diplay
mas unfor ly need to be valid

mar, spelling, and using
support positions,

1 encourage Rep. Raczkowski and Sen.
Bullard to arranga Lo obtain the few examples of
the writings of students in the top 10 percent of

their class who did not receive a proficient rat-
ing and conduct, with Farmington school admin-
istrators, o town hall grading of those papers.
Would you attend the meeting?

For those who think the test is the problem,
consider the following:

Employees sce high school graduates who are
lacking in basic skills, including writing.

Colleges, especially community colleges that
see many of our graduates, are complaining
about the skill level of high school graduates
and are having to provide remedial classes and
support services,

How many written assignments has your

‘

1
d but that
the problem is not in Lansing. Accountability,” !
absolute standards, and placing self-esteem in . |
its proper place as a product of effort and perfor-
mance are requi

red. The solution starts with ™.
your representation on the board of education.
David York
Farmington Hills
R S AR
Oplnlons are to bo shared: We welcome your .
ideas, as do your neighbors. That's why we offer-
this space on a weekly basis for opinicns in your
own words. We will help by editing for claiity. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your let- |
ter and provide a contact telephone number. N
Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
ington Observer, 33411 Grand River, Farmington
Michigan 48335; faxed to (248) 477-9722; or ¢-
mailed to dverge@oe.homecomm.net -

_ th jump through more hoops in order

hreats to the business and jobs
B inclnda:
E High taxes. .
1 Lawsuits ngainst “deep pockets.”
1 Aggressive unionism.

to get EPA permits for such things s
an nrphalt plant in Ralleville, Inndfill
gas processing in Canton, storage
tanks everywhere, a paint shop in
Flat Rock, paint manufacturing and
auto fiber glass operations in West-

+ Civil righta. lund, even hospital boilers in Pontiac.
i Civil rights? Yep. That's the latest. The topic came up at last weck's
P that busi ~ or “job i ni ing of SEM-
providers,” as they prefer to be called | COG, the Southeast Michigan Council
~are citing a8 an impediment to eco- | of G SEMCOG adt

nomic growth. State officials, such as
Rusa Harding of the Department of
Environmental Quality, agree.

* The news from Washington is that
President Bill Clinton intends to
adopt a proposal from his Environ-
mental Protection Agency to enforce
title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
Parget 18 “environmental racism,”
where minority communitics seem to
become unwilling hosts to industries
that pollute.

¢ Buainess secms to fear it will have

are big on stopping “urban sprawl,”
the eating up of rural greenficlds and
the abandoning of older cities.

Some sacred goals scem to be in
conflict. No patriotic, sensitive Ameri-
can wants to dump poliution on
minorities — right? But we nlso want
to see redevelopment in older, minori-
ty areas so they can have jobs and tax
base - yight?

Said Wayne Probate Judge Milton
Mack: “I don’t think it (stifling of
growth) is an unintended conse-
quence” of EPA's civil rights stance.

Said Jeddy Hood, West Bloomfield

Townrhip sunarviror: “Tt will discour-
age i ions even if it (industry)
- cleans up.”

Said Dante Lanzetta, Birmingham
council member: “There’s going tobe a
balancing act ... You don't write off
one end of the spectrum.”

Said John Cronin, a Brownstown
‘Township trustee: “It’s a typical Clin-
ton tactic: Use an exccutive order to
thwart the will of Congress.”

In other words, three out of four
say we can protect minorities and still
have economic growth.

What we've been hearing on
National Public Radio now is coming
home to southeastern Michigan. NPR
has given a lot of time to the
Louisiana story about a minority com-
munity that fought the location of a
uranium enrichment plant. I drove
through the general area in fall of
1996, utterly amazed at ail the chemi-
cal plants in the bayou country. I

| perception. Will a comp

understood both sides’ concern but
didn't dream the conflict would come
to my neck of the American woods.

The latest word is that the industry
has given up after spending $30 mil-
lion fighting charges of envi 1
racism. That is the kind of case you
hear about.

But what about the cases you don't
hear about? What about the compa-
nies, usually emall, that say, “Phoocy,
we're not going to put up with that

-kind of grief. We're not going to file all
the paperwork with EPA and DEQ.
We're not going to be subjected to
angry shouts from activists who don't
have market forces to face. We'll just
quietly go someplace else and not sub-
ject ourselves to this.”

Our SEMCOG leaders think it's
possible to achieve a balancing act
t racial itivity and
icgrowth. They probably are right.
The problem, however, is business'

©

multi-billion or even billion-dollar
investment perceive that the gricf, the |
nagging. the invective it may
encounter isn’t worth the expenditure
of time it would take to get an EPA
permit in southeastern Michigan?

The dilemma — treating minoritics
di ly and achieving i -
growth ~ is an cnormous one. Yes, the
conflicting goals can be resolved, but
-| only il business perceives that govern-
ment acts promptly in the permitting
process.

Tim Richard reports on the local
implications of state and regional
events. His voicc mail number is (734)
953.2047, Ext..1881. -

Universities should heed
results of proficiency tests

the newly revised Michigan high school
proficiency test this spring.

; Last year's version was heavily criticized.
Too long (took something like 11 hours). Too
Aegative (who wants to be judged “not yet
fiovice™). Too pointless (why take the test
when nobody looks at the results?).

i Some parents started signing waivers
exempting their kids from taking the test In
fact, according to Rep. Sharon Gire, who held
Bearings uround the state on the MHSPT, '
“There was kind of a panicked reaction going
dn. It's quite likely the test could have been

T housands of high school juniors are taking

" ¢liminated.”

v

: That would have been a disaster in the strug-
gle for school reform. Contrary to the ideo-
logues' relentless search for some silver bullet,
the only proven way to improve student perfor-

* . toance is tg define clearly what pupils are

expected to learn, assess what in fact they do
fearn and then make mid-course corrections.
The proficiency, test is o key part in this process.
i_ Fortunately, sanity prevailed. \'Viti\ solid

PHILIP. POWER

M Just as culpable are the state’s
colleges and universities that so far
have resolutely refused to take
MEAP high school test results into
consideration.

. 1

i that new to the
job market were poorly prepared that eriginally
ked the d

bipartisan support, the Legisl pted a
geries of changes in the MEAP high schoo! tests.
The tests were shortened, They were moved to

" the cnd of the junior year, The old scoring 8ys-

{em was changed, although the State Board of
Education has yet to make up its mind about

p d for school impr .
For business to ignore what it helped create is
silly and short-sighted.

Just as culpable are the state’s colleges and
universitics that so far have resolutely refused
to take MEAP high school test results into con-

leration in admissions decisi

the exact terms to char per

E' So éan we rest casy? Far from it.

¢ Alot of people are still griping about the
festa. Students nsk why go to the bother when

. they’ro passing all their classes and going to

gradunte, Parents worry their kid's poor score
in the MEAP high school tests will undo good
krades or a high ecore on the SAT or ACT in
otting into n good college.

i Worse, the institutions that stand to benefit
mmost from universal use of the high school profi-
¢iency test — employers and universitics — are
paying little attention to the results of the test
in hiring or admissiona decisions.

1 Jim Sandy, exccutive director of the Michi-

1

“How come?” I asked University of Michigan
Admissions Dircctor Ted Spencer.

“Unliko the SAT or the ACT, this test was
not designed to predict success in college,”
Spencer explained. Not only that, but “the test
comes at the wrong time of the year to helpus
in making admission decisions.”

I underatand that Gov. John Engler met Inst
month with the presidents of Michigan's public
universitics and asked them at lenst to take o
1ook at the MHSPT rcsuits in admiasions. He
got turned down.

University presidents whine continually
about poor high school preparation given their

fan Business Leaders for Education E

. They should get with the
and start asking their admissions offi-

h group organized through the Michigan State
Chamber of Commerce, is having a tough go in
'Fcnnndinu campanies to check job applicants
for thoir MEAP high rehios] test results.

i Maybe it'z beeause the tests are relatively

cers at least to take MHSPT results into consid-
cration or quit complaining,

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
ications Network Inc., the company that

pew, Maybe it's beeause the i of the
teats for job pesfornance are not yet clearly
understood. But it was complaints from the

owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, cither by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,

Ext. 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@ oconline. com
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If you really want to

it SMOKIn:
9 chis reallyought to heli)ig ’

o
-537-5666

to get your free Quit Kit.

Nicotine patches or gum just about double your chances for success.

Talk with your doctor about the patch or gum.

Get the support of your non-smoking friends and celatives.
We want you to be successful in your cforts to quit smoking.

The more times you try to quit, the betcer your chances. Call for the free Quit Kit,
It has lots of tips to help you get in the non-smoking habit.

Michigan Department of Community Health




