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Clappison insured town kept thriving

Jnhn Clappiran and other
Fagmington businessmen helped
biteh the idea for o downtown
shopping center while having
mw usual morning cofTee at the
dpfinet Farmington Dairy dur-
ing the late 1950s.

i\Vhat the insurance man saw
whien he lovked out of the win-
dow from his counter stool wao
afi ‘opportunily, one that would
he ood for Farmington.

“*In those days, the arva where
tba\anntawn Farmington) cen-
!ér’xs now was a dump,” said
l)‘mk Cluppxsun, mcullmg a key
mpment in the city’s history.
“Pawntown Farmington was
d_ymg and malls were sprouting
u»v.vnrywhuru. That group of |
businessmen ygot togother and
satid 'We need to do something.’ "

ied by lifelong Farmington
rmjacnl John Clappison, who
djitd of cancer Manday at Bots-
ford Hospital at age 78, that
iiroup — including Furmington

‘nq‘bcr awner Conrad Sullivan

~ foundad the I‘m‘mmolon Cen-
ter Co. and resulting Downtown
Farmington Center,

Clappison, who served on

.Farmington's planning commis- .

sion and buard of review flor
years, waa the driving force
behind securing a mortgnge and
attracting tenonts for the mall,
It was an occomplishment that
atayed with him to the end.

“Ho had n great denl of pride
in the fact that that group of
men got together and did that,”
said Frank Clappison, one of
three surviving sons who all live
in Farmington or Farmington
Hills.

He conccded lhnt selfish
motives might have been one of
the factors in his father's plana,
Having a strong retail anchor in
town was viewed as a way to
help secure the future of their
own busincsses. Jolin Clappison
took over the Fannington Insur-
ance Agency in 1952 and contin-
ued ns owner (and later partner

with William Conroy) before
vetiring in 1986.

Farmington home

But, mere than anything, John
Clappison dedicated himaclf to
Farmington because it was
home. It was where he was born,
went to school, played golf (at
Glen Onks) and raised his own
family — excopt for a foew years
when he and late wile, Helen,
relocated to Soult Ste. Marie,

“Dnd was born and raiscd in
Farmington,” said son David
Clagpison. “My mother grew up
here. This was always home to
them. Thot's why they wero so
dedicated here, He had a very
strong-intercst in community
spirit.”

Another important aspect to
his father was how he “dealt fair
and square with everybody. He
was always very honest and
that's what he instilled in us.”

John Clappison, born July 15,
1919, in Farmington, had many
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local linka that continued right
until his death.

In Qetober 1996, alter Helen
died, he became active in the
Senex socialization program for
homebound seniora at the
William Costick Activities Cen-
ter in Farmington Hills, said
David Clappison.

“Dad’went to the Scnex pro-
gram ... three days a week,
Those pcoplc wero great. The
whole Farmington area dad
called his home.”

Other civic aflilintiona i:xclud-

president of the Exchango Club,
snid John Clappison “had o deep,
deep caring and concern for the
community and that was roflect-
ed in tho things he did.. His
imprint will just on downtown
for many, many years.”

For many Farmington-arca
residents, Clappison will always
be the insurance man, For years,
Clappison, later with partner
Conroy, ran two«lmo. bold-typed
advertisements in tho Farming-
ton Enterprise, imploring poten-
tinl customers that ‘John Clop-

cd: the Farmington E

Club, where ho was president;
Salem United Church of Christ;
the Farmington YMCA (hon-

orary chairman); Walnut Creck |

Country Club; Huron River
Hunting & Fishing Club; and
Farmington Elks = No. 1986.

“He wented his (Elks) ducs
poid this year,” David Clappison
said.

Formington City Manager
Frank Lauhoff, currently vice

pison sells i

Business well-known

During the 1980s and 1970s,
cven though the business waa
officially the Farmington Insur-
ance Agoncy, it was known to
many as Clappison-Conroy.

“We still got checks made out
to Clappison-Conroy,” said

_ Frank Clappison, who now oper-

ates the ngency with hia broth-

ora, David and Robert Clappison, .

crulse - from pageAI

M
John Clagplson ‘ i
and a fourth partner, Patrick}
Donnelly.

Besides his sons, John Clnppn-
son is survived by sister-in-law 3
Mary Medlin of Waterford, ﬁve-
grandchildren and seven gmnt-_:
geandchildren, :

Visitation is 2:9 p.m. Thursduy=
at Thayer-Rock Funeral Home,2
33603 Grand River. Funeral ser-3
vicea will be at 11 a.m. Fridoy ut“
Salem United Church of Chri
33424 QOakland Avenue. Presi
ing will be the Rev. John Maki.

Burial will be at Oakwood |
Cemotery.

Street (behind Tho Paata Stop,
Page's, ete.) will be roped off for
the clossic car display. A disc
jockey wnll be aat up in thn

loudupenkc projecting thn
music toward an outdoor patio
area just outsida the back of The
Pasta Stop ond Baskin Robbins,
Signe will be pos‘ed on event
nights, letting people know the
parking lot will be for classic
cars only. Parking for spectatora
will be available in the munici-
pal lot next to the library and
city hall and in the Downtown
Farmington Center,
. Farmington Public Safety
Dircctor Gary Goss said he did-
n't foresce the car nights

a

busi and r aren'ts

jor daches for
the city — ns long as there is o
slow buildup the first few Mon-
days, enabling eorly glitches to
to fxcd.

“If it starts out slow and thoy
build on that and learn with
each session it will be control-
1ablo,” Goss said, adding that he
thinks the Farmington program
will be popular. *Rogor is on
enthusinst. It be good for the
entire downtown.”

Gosa jokingly answered a
question about the potential for
rowdy crowds, noise and parking

. chaos, *Put it this way, If things

get out of control the police are
real close.”

Both at the council mceung
and carlier this week, Ratkowski
stressod that ho would do his
utmost to make sure nearby

weillicaaaaaas

negatively lmpncted

“I've got a lot of nico ncmhbors~
here,” aaid Ratkowski, standing=
cutside his roztaur swant,
the same spot the “outdoor puf.lo‘
will be located. I want to make
sure they're OK with this.” . B

Ratkowski said the classic cars
would be driven along Grand
River to the display site. “You
cruise the Grand toget here”

But he promised the Farming-,
ton car nights won't “be’ thm
saine cruising stmosphere as the”
Woodward (Dream Cruiso),

There’s too much residential,

around hore. And we don’t want
that 'burnout’ atmosphere; the
craziness. Oura will be moro of 2
relaxed display.”
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25%-15% OFF

ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING!
SALE STARTS TODAY!

We're closing our doors FOREVER...and you have the
ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME OPPORYUNITY for tremendous
savings on our fabulous collection of NAME BRAND
FASHIONS, including SWEATERS, JEANS, BLOUSES,
TOPS, SUITS, DAYTIME DRESSES, EVENING WEAR,
ACCESSORIES AND MORE!
EVERYTHING MUST GO e FIXTURES FOR SALE

Hurry in for best selectlon before it's all gone!

. -Rlsomfiald Plaza Telegraph at Maple

For your shopping couvenience, we wiil bc open T ,
. DAILY 10 AM - 6 PM; THURSDAY 10 AM - 8 PM‘ .
= AND SUNDAY; MAY 3, 12:00 PM - 5:00 PM.

All Sales Fina) » Sale excludes prlor purchasges and speclal orders
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