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Village Players’ nostalgic romp a melodious ride :

The Vitlage Players of Birm-
ingham presents "Bye Bye
Birdie,” 2 p.m. Sunday, May 3; 8
p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 8-9,
762 Chestnut, two blocks south
E.' Maple off of Woodward
Avenue. Tickets: $14, general;
312 utudcnuluman. (248) 644-

BYVlcmluA Diaz
As presented by the Vill‘ngc

Players of Birmingham, the
musical comedy, “Bye Byc

Birdm, takes ofl in 1ts opening
moments, leading playgoera on o
nostalgic romp through the late
19508,

There are Pﬂn}lﬂklﬂ, toreador
pants and sercoming, Bwooning
fans of the teen idol Conrad
Birdie, who is about to be drafted
into the US. Army. .

Dirccted by Dan Castle, this
rendition of the venerable musi-
cal by Charies Strouse and Leo
Adams entertains delightfully
from start to finish,

ums from page E1

Credit goes 1o o iargy, energel-
ic cast, many of them children.
‘Thanks to Custle’s savvy dircc-
tion, ench actor seems on the
mark, from the youngest mem-
bers of the endearingly comic
charus,

Performers in leading rales
scem especially well-cast. As
Albert, who yearns for songwrit-
ing fame and fortune at the
same time that he yearna for
love, marriage and a job as an
English teacher, the pleasant-

formance,” said Sara Billmann.

*“We had the vision of bringing it -

to the Detroit Opera House after
its 1996 world premiere at the
Power Center.”

Four times aa many people will
be able to sce it at the Detroit
Opera House since the Pawer
Center sents about 1,300 people.

UMS has tripled the numbcr

Auditorium.

There’s also a big focus on Rus-
sian compasers this yoar in the
classical geries, The St, Peters-
burg Philharmonic led by Uri
‘Temirkonov with guest violinist
Gidon Kremer will pregent a pro-
gram of worka. by Liadov,
Shostakovich and Prokofiev Oct.
10 at Hill Auditorium,

of dance an
events this year.

The series begins Sept. 11 in
the Huron River with seating on
the banke of th, v, sndin
Nichols Arboretum. Movement
Artists Eiko and Koma will pre-
sent “Rivern”

“It astarts an hour after sun-
down and ends in complete dark-
news,” said Billmann. “There are
underwater cameras.”

“River” is the final picce of
!hrcc part “Environmental Trilo-
gyt which includes “Wind" and
“Land.” Eiko and Komn,
Japanese born dancer-chorcogra-
phers are morried and live in
Néw York City where they live
and teach,

Another sonson highlight is a
JaZz Tap Summit: An All-Star
Celebration of Tap Dancing fea-
turing tap legends Jimmy Slyde
ond Dinnne Walker with
LidVaughn Robinson, Germaine
Ingram, Brenda Bufalino, mem-
bers of the American Tap
Orc¢hestra and specinl guest
Weno Glover, Nov. 7 at Hill

Bud Fcutwnl Orchestra,

Library of Congress are on tho
program.

Linceln Center Jazz Orchestra
with Wynton Marsalis salutes
the Duke in a “Centennial Cele-
bration of Duke Ellington,” on
April 23 at Hill Auditorium.

“This is one of our- best song-
recital sories over,” said Bill-

.mann. Highlights are David

Dnnmla. countertenor and The

1van Fischer, Andras
Schiff, piono, presents an all
Russinn program featuring
works by Stravinsky, and Bartok
Oct. 24 at Hill Auditorium.

Kirov Orchestra of St. Petera-
berg, Valery Gergiev conductor
presents the concert version of
Tchaikovaky's “The N utcrnckcr."
on Nov. 2,

UMS satutes the 100th bm.h~
day of Geurge Gershwin Sept. 27
in a concert featuring Michael
Tileon Thomas und the San
Francisco Symphony at Hill
Auditorium. The program
includes “Rhapsody No. 2 for
Piano and Orchestra,” nnd “An
American in Paris”

Gershwin: Sung and Unsung -
New Yark Festival of Song, Dana
Hanchard, soprano, Ted Keegan,
tenor, Steven Blier and John
Musto, piano will he presented
Jan, 9 at Lydia Mendelssohn
Theatre. “Porgy and Bess Suite
for Two Pianos,” “Lady Be Good!
Suite for Two Pianos,” and rare,

unpublished songs from the

Saturday May 9, 10 a.m. -
Sunday May 10 70 a.m. - 5 p.m.

MOTHER'S DAY WEEKEND

In downtown Birmingham, Shain'ba:k and adjacent streets.

Three hundred artists, from all over the United States and
Canada exhibit fine art and fine crafts.

Performances of classical, j jazz, choral and musncal theater
STUDENT AT 1::»*1'1 SHQW.

CHILDREN S ART ACTIVITIES

Sponsored by the Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center, -
lrmmgham -Bloomfield Chamber of Commerce and

THE |

with Nichol
McGegun. divector and harpsi-
chord performing Vocal Cantatas
by A, Scarlatti.

Anne Sofie von Otter, mezzo
soprano, Béngt Forsberg, piano
and the Chamber Music Society
of Lincoln Center, perform music
Scandinovian Songs.

When a soloist cancelled at the
last minute, Ewa Podles, contral-
to agreed to fill in, cven though

voived Y. Jumic Mistey seding

approprintely torn and befud-
died.

As Raoaic, his nocretory and
sweetheart, who aspires to be his
missca, Tracy Schick is not only
talented but possess u kind of
subtly commanding stage pres-
cnce,

In the role of Kim, the Swect
Apple, Ohio, teen-nger who will
share “One Last Kins™ with Con-
rad (on the Ed Sullivan Show}
before he's shipped out, Milena

Qrubar {s not enly cute a= pie,
vhe also kno\vn how to deliver a
KODR.

Hnundlng uul the main cast is

charmer Jeff Drewno as the gold-
en-voiced, slightly oily Conrad,
who dr.lu:hln in bringing all
those screaming fits and fainting
spells.
" Other highlights include a
briel anthem to Ed Sullivan,
plus the utterly winning “Put’on
a Happy Face” and the always
memorablo “Kids.” N

Alnna with much crisp pncmg
some produmon peripherals go
far toward making this show the
success that it is. Costumes and
props especially stond aut.

Carcful attention has appar.
ently been paid to just about
every last detail, from the length
of the short white gloves to the
50s-8tyle luggage.

And don't be surprised. You
may find yoursell singing along
with the chorus, “We Iove you,
Conrad. Oh yes, we do-oo.

Avon Players shine in
musical ‘Blood Brothers’

The Avon Players prosents the
musical “Blood Brothers,” at the
playhouse, 1185 Tivnken Road (1
274 miles cast of Rochester Road)
Rochester Hills, 8 pan. Fridays
and Saturdays through May 15;
8 pm, Thurnday May I, and 2
p.m. Sunday, May 3. 10, and 16.
Tickets $13, call (248) 608-9077.
BY MARY JANE DOENR
SPECIAL WRITER

Critics claim it is one of the”

greatest musicals of the decade.

- And, everywhere; Willy Russcll's

“Blood Brothers™ hos'been pro-
duced in the 10 yeors since it hay
been on London's West End,
there are standing ovations.,
Tluu wcekr.nd at the Avon
P Hilly, the

poctic lines. -His pivotal perfor-
mance gives the impression of a
puppeteer moving his characters
around as if fate has ordained
their downfall.  ~

“Bleod Brothers” is the utory of
twina, Edward and Mickey, sepa-
rated ot birth and raised on dif-
ferent sidea of the track, sutobio-
graphical of Russell's own work-
ing class childhood in Liverpool
wheso tha atory takes placs, Mew,
Johnstone haa.seven children
and works for the childless Mrs.
Lyons. When she become preg-
nant with twins and her hus-
band leaves her, in o moment of

despair, ghe gives up one of her,

twins to her wealthy employer,
Mrs. Lynns, played az paranocid

she had just r i home to
Warsaw, Her performance was
well received, and she's return-
ing this year with pianist Jerzy
Marchwinaki to present works of
Chopin, Mussorgski, Schumann,
Knrlowicz and Lutoslawski on
April 17,

“In addition we ore hosting our
fifth Annual Guitar Serics,” said
Fischer,“cighth annual Family,
Serivs, a new series focusing on
cantemporary _performance,
which includes Eiko and Koma,
as well as the continuation of the
‘Beethoven the Contemporary”
series.”

6 p.m.

reaction ‘was the same, A cant
that exceeds in the realm of act-
ing, actors that become the peo-
ple they parlrny. and singers who
sing the music from their hearts,
made this Avon Ployers show
one that excels far above any-
thing from community theater ~
“even at its best.

At the heart of the show's suc-
cesa is Losa Bydulvk as Mrs.
Johnstone, a singer with n voice
86 rich and amouth, she stuns
the theater going nudience, with
the full force of her emotional,
ending ballad “Tell Me It's Not
True™ -

y Jilt B]nzm Sloan, not
dcccnl‘ully 88 scen in nthcr pro-
ductions. *

The twins mect an lﬂ-yeur-
olds, and are immediately drawn
to cach other.

Justin Morck plays Mickey as
a foul mouth, strect wise, rough-
‘neck. Johnson Henshaw is a pol-
ished Edward in fashionable
cloths with refined manners. It is
a tribute to the outstanding *
direction of John Deijarlein that

. these two young actors project

It is not just Englishman Rus- -

sell's superbly written seript. It
is also the omi spell that

the cultural differcnces of their
society and upbringing but give
the fecling of an unmistakable
identical nature. As the young
girlfriend Linda and brother .
Snmmy. Stephanie Krawiec and
Kovalicik deepen:the

narrator Jeff Stillman mst from

X ulrecl-wmc aspect of Mickey and

" the beginning with his opening ™

his fricnds,

Edward's family moves to the
country and Act I ends witha'
lively ensemble “Bright New’ f
Dny™ when Mrs. Johnatone and ™
her children arc moved by her
welfare nuthoritics. o

Incacapablé is the tragic ele-.,
ment of the characters that
scems to play out their own' mq;.
ic naturcs. In Act II, David ||
Padulka takes over as the 18-
gear-old Mickay with Tam Rux.."
sell as the college bound..
Edward. Together they both l'uII,.
in love with Linda, played by
alluring Leslie Henstock, It isa,
love triangle with sharp edgos "’
that cut when Mickey is arrested
for theft and is sent to prison, ..
Michael Sloan’s performance as,
Sammy gives credibility to the,.
acene.

Munically. the score is a blend ,,
of narratives and wonderfu! bal-
Inds auch as “Shoes Upon the
Table,” *I'm Not Saying a Word™
and “Marilyn "Monroe” and
provocative ensembies such
“Take a Letter Miss Jones,” effec-
tively sung by Bradley C, Pleifer.:
The piano accompaniment
thwughout the three-hour pr
duction is atmospheric and lyri- +
cally performed by keyboard +
artists Duncan McMillan and & .
* Jennifer Roberts as part of n ,
scven picce orchestra.

Many draw corralations with & :
“West Side Story,” but “Blood :
Brothers™ powerful ending is 3
more dramatic than one of doom,
leaving the audience to degide if
we or fate govern our lives.

Lizard from page El.

stage antics, released its fivat full
length album “Head™ in April

Four aibums followed before
The Jesus Lizard, which now
includes Ann Arbor drummer
James Kimball, signed with
Capitol and rcleased ita major-
label debut “Shet” in 1995.

Denison hos performed all
over the world, but last Junc a
dream of his came true. He
played on the stage at Pine Knob
Music Theatre. What he had
hoped to be a good expericnce
turned sour, however.

“During that show with Bush,
1 had cquipment problems with
the first or second songs, I had to
stap and switch things around.

My Pinc Knob debut waa less
than I thought it would be.”

‘The rest of the tour with the
English pap rockers pmvcd to be
successful,

“They're hugely popular and
play giant venues, We've done
that kind of thing before. We
opened for big bands like Rage
Against the Machine and Min-
istry and stuff. The audiences
arc usually less into you whereas
with Bush their crowd is a lot
younger and less jaded, as a
result we went aver fairly well
with them and their crowd so
that actunlly turned out really
well”

Just returning frn!n a tour

EDELBROCK » RAMCHARGERS

Procuced & Judged By Unitsd Street Machines, Customs & Rods

CLASSIC CARS CUSTOMS
RODS, STREET MACHINES,

ORIGINALS AND TRUCKS
OF ALL KINDS '

Down Under, Denison snid thot
those crowds remind him of
Aussie rock fans.

“It’s so nice over there, They'
pro-Americon and leas influ-
enced by the English press and ¢
American press. They take
things for what thoy are. Plus it's |
just the beginning of fall 8o it
warm cnough to swim and stufl’
and it's\cool at night.”

That tour is just the beginning
for The Jesus Lizard and Deni-
son is looking forward to keeping
up his busy schedule.

*We've been sort of idol for
awhile, We hnd done some tour-
ing over the winter but not that
much. Evcrybodyu rendy to hit
the rond.”
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