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*We've got to find a way to con-
vince people.”
According to Maxfiold, this

of preparing for the “avalanche”
of exemptions that parents filed
in tho past week or so.

isters gaining admission to top
eolleges or m:mn joba,
ut of 783 juniors at tho dis-
.m:tn three high schools, only
141 are toking the MEAP exam,
“fyfmerly culled the state’s high
:s¢loul proficiency test. The Jow-
:cut porticipation is at North
‘Firmington High, where only 25
nr272 students (8 percent) are
qkmg the test — conaidered a
‘I ¢y measuring stick by local dis-
vmpu in whether they ars match-
“ivig up with the state’s core cur-
-riculum.

‘The number of juniors taking
Ahr tent at the other high schools
‘iv only slightly higher: Farming-
iton High, 57 of 272 (21 percent);
2 Harrison, 59 of 239 (25 percent).

Necnuse of the high percentage

(-opt-outs, Maxfield said letters

will be sent this week to parents,
trying to explain the sigaificant
d for the former HSPT.

year's number of exemptions in
the district far exceeds thoso
from last year, with many high-
achioving students among them.
But he stressed that the situa-
tion isn't something that camo
- out of nowhere. Parents sta:

asking questions about the test
last summer, when the state
Houso conducted public hear-
ings,
Schedule switch

Further muddying matters
was the fact that o tontative
January achedule was
announced in December, only to
be switched to late in the year.

Along the way, mare parents
started questioning why their
children needed to take tho test.

“People kept challenging us,
‘Can we get a waiver?' = said
Maxfield. “Well, yes.”

But Maxficld and other dis-
trict ndministrators had no way

“It, for sure, started with
respectful but intense dwluguo
with parenta who were eaying, ‘I
don't want my kida to take the
tost,’ " said Moxfiold. “As that
dinlogue began to unfold, it ero-
ated some momentum.”

The snowhall effect was noted
by Barbara Cherem, director of
asscssment. *I would call it a
populist movement.”

Because so few are taking the
teat, which essentially wasted
many hours of planning and
preparation by the district,
results next fall will be “contami-
nated” and “uscloss,” adminis-
trators say. Comparisons againat
other districts won't have mean-
ing. The start of the school day
was pushed back to 9:50 a.m.
Monday, Tuesday, today and
tomorrow to enable for the test-
ing.

“What we have now,” said
Judith White, the district’s nasis-
tant dent for instruc-
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tion, “with the number of kids
taking the test .. is dota that is
worthless to us.”

White emphasized that the
MEAP, in whatever form, is
valuahlo for ing the auc-

RESTAURANT

said. “This (tost) allows us to
track both, And we lose the abili-
ty to do that whon we have dota
thnt becomes useless.”

Opting out

At the press conferenco, Max
field handed out a list document-
ing some of the rensons parcnts
gave for allowing their children
to opt out, including:

M Apparcat confusion about
whether statc-endorsed tran-
scripts would or wouldn't jeopar-,
dize college admission for gradu-
ates. The jury is still out on that
issuc, debated among stato edu-
cators and legislators for more
than a year.

& That the ever-changing tcsLs
aren't relinble.

™ That the tests, and rcsult.s.
are meaningless and won't have
an impact on future carcers,

| Students alrcady have too
much on their testing plate at
thia time of year — with many
taking the ACT, SAT and AP
teata.

“What's the motivation to take '

it and do well?" asked John Bar-
rett, ngsistant principal at Farm-
ington High School.

Whitoe said the stance of por-
ents to not have their children
take sucha f?nlmvcrsinl test is

cens or failure of com-
to those across the state,
“Equnln.y and equity are the
two pillars we support our cdu-
cational program on,” White

“You have o group of parenta
thot have thinking that’s very
valid. ‘I have a history on my
child, I have grade point aver-
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WhD i opting out?
n Students with averago to
.above. average mndc point
avo

‘well-respected. -

B Friends and poe:

Why are umy optlnl out?
{(Reasona listed on form)

B Teoting time could better

used for study for upcoming

Advanced Placoment and class
tests.

M Stato tests are not valid,

. Whos, whys of avoiding the test -

rages, .
| Students who are vnrbnl.

thereforo not roliable.

MConcorns about resulta
going on tho transcripts, that
they may cause probioms later,

® College entrance may bo
jeopardized if not endorsed.

W Collegos don’t use !‘ur
cntrance, 80 why r?

@ Timeo of year is poor, .

M Teats and resuits ard
meaningloss; won' 't help cnmo;

p;Grudaa and dmtrle:
roquimmonn are onough to

not proven, and

ages, ACT, SAT, Advanced
Placement, Why do I need thia
pioce of information when I
already sec and know the suc-
cesa of my student? And if I'm
feoling I don't need it, and I'm
fecling it would do nothing but
poumlm]ly harm my kui why do
ir"

Students taking the test carn
proficient, not proficient and
novice labels for their high
school transcripts. Some parents.
and atudcnts worry thnt it is too

risky to take, given the potentinl
black mark and the fact they can
legally opt out.

Still, both Maxfield and White
said that something good could
still come out of the MEAP mess,

“It actually could turn out, to
be a positive if we handle it
right,” White said. *We could see
more information about the test

. there could bo better commu-
nication between the school dis-
tricts, state department of edu-
cation and legislatora,”

Death ffom page Al }

immediately, but he waan't
breathing, and his faco was
“bluish-purple.” Despite CPIt
nnd quick response from Farm-
ington Hills and tsotstord Hospi-
tal emergency persannel, the
baby was pronounced dead.

The next day, an autopsy
del.ermmed !ho cnulao of death to

leaving the baby in the care of
his maternal grandmother,
according to police reports. When
thoy returned nbout 12:30 am.,
a friend cume inside, aud the
parents showed him the baby,
After tho friend left, the néw
father nestled the baby to his
chvst and the poir settled into a

some-
thmg Ouklnnd Counly Medical
Examiner Ljubisa J. Dragovic
insists is often preventable.
Deatha by positional asphyxia

'~ caused when the baby's breath-

ing is obatructed, sometimes by
bedding or cushions fram a couch
or chair or the woight of an
adult's body = generally happen
during a few moments of care-
lesaness, Dragovic said.

*These were not unloving peo-
Dn;’z«lz,vw anid of the

ing chair. Both fell aslecp.
A wocek earlier the grandmother
had cautioned her son-in-law
against sleeping that way
because it was dangerous,
“necording to police,

About 4:30 a.m., the bnby '8
mother changed her son's dia-
pers and gave him a bottle. The
father then took his son again
and sottled back into the reclin-
er. The mother went to sleep on
a nearby couch,

The nox! thing the father

nby's p They
were caring parents who loved
their baby, he said. “But a few
momenta of inattention cost this
baby his life.”

The baby's family declmcd to
be intarviewed about tho death.
But the circumstances surround-

ing the death should be hoted by -

parents cverywhere, according to
the medical examiner.

;. The couple, in their 208, had
gonc out that Saturdoy night,

Ce A Dinner buffet from 11:00 am untll 6:00 pm
(Adults $18.95)

B« Kids undv:r 12 - $6.95 ¢ Klds under 5 complimentary

B Located on 12 Mile Road in front of the Copper Creek Subdivision

- between Halstead and Haggenty Roads

27925 Golf Pointe Boulevard, Farmington Hills
(248) 489-1656

Dont forged « we an open yuiz roind Blonday through Satuntuy fot fuh and diae

d, the report said,
wna woking up to the grnnd-
mother sereaming and learning
that his son was not breathing.

Police were initially suspi-
cious, according to police Chief
William J. Dwyer. But there
were no signs of abuse, and nei-
ther drugs nor aleshol factored
into the tragedy, although the
father told police he had one
beer ot 10:30 p.m. and another
about 11:16 p.m.
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Money Market Savings Rate!

Our Blamond Moncy Market
offers a great rate with:

< No risk (I'DIC insured)
'0 Low minimum batance of only $5.000*
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