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‘Blg H

I was cmbar-
rassed aitting
through most of
“The Big Hit,”
the same way I
am watching
“Saturday Night
Live.” You see
talented people
out there work-
ing, but the
writing is so
insipid, the
direction  s0

MONAGHAN

high-octane action of Hong Kong
cinema with Tarantino-atyle
black comedy. What he delivers
instead is a croas botween the
gimilarly misguided “Grosse
Pointe Blank™ and “Six Heuds in
a Duffel Bag."

There is hope carly on. Mark
thlborg is one in a quartet of

1 killers who di

with countless bodyguards en
route to their lotest victim. Then,
in a great twist on the hnlrou

thlberg to toke part in kldnllp'
ping a billionaire’s daughter. Lit-
tle do they know that the girl is
the goddaughter of their boss,
who wants the kidnappers to pay
with their lives.

Meanwhile, Wahlberg
attempts to impress his girl.
friend’s visiting parents (Elliott
Gould and Lainie Kazan) who
don't upprove of the boy because
he's not Jewish, As he prepares a
kosher meal, he also baa to hide

9

running-from-the-cncr
1l-of- shot in most action

ived that
they're left Mloundering while the
audience scratches its collective
head,

Here, at least, we can assume
that something got loat in the
transiation. Dircctor Kirk Wong
wants *The Big Hit™ to mix the

movica, Wahlberg cscapes the
fircball by leaping from a 20-
story window.

For the next 90 minutes, “The
Big Hit" docs its own downward
spiral as partner-in-crime Lou
Diamond Phillips coerces

the ovi of his misd
including the feisty kidnapping
victim and o trash bag full of
body parts from an earlior
assignment.

You'll be reminded of “Grosse
Pointe Blank™ in the shoatout in
the kitchen as the prospective in-
lnwa run for cover. It makes that
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movic look clever in comparison.

Wahlberg, who has proven
himself a vinble actor in movics
like “Boogie Nights” and “The
Basketball Diaries,” doesn't have
the moxic to pull off both the
comedy and the mayhem. His
vulnerability scems forced, all
his lines delivered in that whiny,
nearly whispered Brooklyn
accent.

Over-the-tap, meanwhile, is
required for Dinmeond Phillips
and he's more than happy to
oblige. Unfortunately, the actor
still best known for “La Bamba”
has little flair for this brand of
comedy.

Elliott Gould fares worsc os n
nasty drunk who engages in the
movic’s lawest comedy when he
throws up on Diamond Phillips
in the action/slapstick climax.

Then pgain, 'm thinking back
on my faverite Hong Kong action
movies and renlizing how stupid
they are too. Yet somchow the
humar i easier to swallow, even
(or maybe especially) with the
badly translated subtities and
dubbing.

There's & funny movie here

SCREEN SCENE

A sampiing of whai's pioying
at alternative movic theaters
across metro Detroit as reviewed
by John Managhan.

Detroit Film Theatre -
Detroit Institute of Arts, 5200
Woodward, Detroit. Call (313)
833-2323 for information ($5.50;
$4.60 studenta/seniors)

“Village of Dreams” (Japan-
1996). Friday-Sunday, May. 1.3
tcull for showtimes). Identical
twin brothers - both cclebrated
artints — veflect on their vibrant
and mysterious childhoods in the
1940s as they collnborate on o
memoir.

“36th Ann Arbor Film Festi-
val Tour.,” 7:30 p.m. Monday,
May 4. The Festival - the oldest
showease for 16mm in the coun-
try - mokes its annual stop in
Detroit. Expect lots of experi-
mentation in the 200 minutes of
prize-winners and audience
favorites.

Magic Bag - 22918 Wood-

£
BAUCE MACACLAVIRISTAR PRTURDY

Action thrlller: Pam (Christina Applegate) and Mel
(Mark Wahlberg) discuss their engagement with Pam’s

somewhere. Unfortunately, nei-
ther director Wong (he previous-
Iy made the routine “Crime
Story™ with Jackie Chan) or his
cnst know how to pull it off, Big
hit? There’s something this

ward, Ferndule. Cull (245) 544-
3030 for ml‘nrmnhnn
“L.A. C ial” (USA -

disapproving parents, Jeanne and
(Lainie Kazan and Elliott Gould) in “The Big Hit."

Mort Schulman

movic doesn't deserve to be.

John Monaghan welcomes
your calls and comments, To
leave John a voice mail message,
dial 1734) 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866,

Ouk. Cull (245) 542-6180 fur
ml'nrmnuon. ($6.60; $4 stu-
4 and matinces; $3

1998). 9;30 p.m,. Thursday, April
30. A trio of police detectives in
the 1950s deal with corruption
in their own way in this dense
thriller based on a novel by
James Ellroy. The performances
are uniformly good, but Kevin
Spacey stands out os a celebrity
cap tied in with both a “Drag.
net"-style TV show and the
tabloids. ($2)

“General Chuos: Uncen-
sored Animation.” 8 p.m. and
10:15 p.m. Fridoy-Saturday, May

1-2, A compilation of adults-only
cartoony shorts. On the program:
Bill Plympton’s “Sex and Vio-
lence,” a coffee house satire
called “Espresso Depresso” and
Tony Nitolli's “Junky,” about a
parrot with a nnsty cracker
addiction. ($6)

Main Art Theatre ~ 118 N.
Main (at 11 Mile Road), Royal

twilight}

“Butcher Boy” (Ircland -
1898), The movies of Neal Jor-
dan (“Interview with the Vam-
pire” and “The Crying Game™
lenve me as fuscinated as they
do cold. Expect the same here as
socinl and emotional forces turn
o young boy into a Killer.

“The Big One” (USA - 1998
‘The Intest from Flint boy-made-
good Michael Moore (*Roger and
Me™) shot during his recent boak
tour. Along the way he confronts
corporations who continue to
downsize to the detriment ur
cmployees everyw'icre,

“The Spanish Prisoner”
{USA - 1998}, Campbell Scott
plays a yuung busineasman who

ship wnh n myn!crmuu tycoon |

(Steve Martin). Written and
directed by David Mamet.

WITH
. SPECIAL GUEST

ADKINS

‘Nothin’ But The
TAILLIGHTS

Tickets Available at The Patace Bos Office and all rezeQuEs

. Charge (248) 645-6666.

t’ fails to make its mark as action- comedy




