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County commissioners hold off
on making 911 improvements

Oakland County Commiusjon-
ers have approved an initial step
to upgrado Oakland’s 911 emer-
goncy phone system, But any
decision on a proposed 58-cent
surcharge hos been deferred . . .
possibly until a non-clection
year.

The county's 911 system —
which police officials insist is
nutdated and unrclinble — waa
the main. focus of the Oakland
County Board of Commissioner's
Public Service Committee that
met Tuesday in Farmington
Hilla.

The committes normally meets
during the day-at the county
complex in Pontiac, But this
meeting was held at night and in

problems, such ax difficulty han-
dling incoming 911 calls coming
in aver the telephones nnd sub-
sequently relaying vital informa-
tian to EMS or police units via
vadio, .

Some of that difficulty comes
from not being able to get
replacement parts that are no
longer manufactured, said Dad-
dow, the county's director of
management and budget.

Proposals for upgrading the
911 system have been under con-
sideration for more than a year
by an ad hoc committee includ-
ing commissioner Donald W.
Jensen, R-Birmingham, and var-
jous county and police personnel.
“It's a very li d issue,”

R-Bloomficld Hilla, said the
defibrillators should be available
in case any workers or visitors
suffer heart attocka -= es tho
commissioner Lawrence R. Per-
nick, D-Southfield, did last yeor,
He died within momenta,

The defibrillators would not
have helped Pernick, necording
to EMS personnel who reapond-
ed within minutes, because his
attack was massive. But Taub
said the machines should be pur-
chased on & pilot bnsis — and
personnel to operate them be
trained — so they would be
available for rapid response.

If the availability of defibrilla-
tors proves (casible, said the

commissioner, othera could be
purchased for the individual
sherifl’s department squad cars
that patrol much of Oakland,

The resolution calling for the
purchase of the defibrillators is
referred to the Finance Commit-
tee ond the cntire board of com-
missioners.

Commisesioner MofFitt estimat-
ed more than 50 people attended
some portion of Tuesday's four-
hour meeting. The scssion was
televiged live on the municipal
cable system, and the tape witl
be available in other communi-
ties. “The potential viewing audi-
en:’c is tremendous,” Moffitt
said.

n local community as an experi-
ment in making county govern-
ment more accessible, sald com-
mittee chair David L. MofTitt, R-
Farmington Hills.

The committec’s main point of
busineas was adoption of n reso-
lution to apply for o $26 million
I‘n}dclrjnl grant w'ﬁlzpnne a varicty

apid Jensen, “and there are so
many unanxwered questions.”

Comminsioners and palice per-
sanne) generally agree the 911
system nceds upgrading. But
cost ostimates vary, and few
agree nn the best method of pay-
ing for them.

Perhops the mest frequently

ention is a B-cent teleph
surcharge, somothing already in
place in some other Michigan
countica,

“But that surcharge-is a tax,”
insixted former Farmington Hills
mayor Ben Marks, “and people
should have the opportunity to
voteonit,

“Voters can be trusted to do
the right thing,” inaisted Marka,

ol

aut and obtaining more radio fre-
nuencies ond building the trans-
mission tawers needed to aperato
them. .

That resolution will go to the
boord's finance committee and, if
its approved there, subsequently
to the board of commissioners.

The committee tock no action
on a proposal to add a H8-cent
surchargo to telephone bills,
something that would raisc an
eatimated $4.5 million annually.

‘Several polico chiefs — includ-
ing William J. Dwyer of Farm.
ington Hills and Paul Vallad of
Whaterford — told commissioners
the existing system does not
cnable individual police agencies
to communicate directly with -
cnch other during emergencios
such ns the shooting rampage at
the Ford Wixom plant or during"
n weather emergency.

Others, including Robert J.
Daddow from the caunty execu-
tive's office, reportcd on other

are no plans to vote on the sur-
charge — by the county board, or
by voters an a ballot proposal.
One reasen, they acknowledge
privately, is the reluctance to
discuss any tax during an elec-
tion year.

In other action, the committee
approved spending up to $26,000
to purchase as many aa three
heart defibrillators to be used
exclusively in and around the
court house, where many county
employees work and hundreds of
residents visit daily.

Commisgioner Sheliey Taub,
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Kidney Foundation walk set

The Detroit Zoo will be the
site for the National Kidnoy
Foundation of Michigan
(NKFM) Sccond Annual Step-
By-Step for a Curc Safari
Walk 8 a.m. Saturday, May
16.

Over 1600 walkers are
expected to join the NKFM for

thia cxciting event. There are
prizes for all participanta and
a top prize will be awarded to
the wulker who colicets the
most donations,

For more information, call
Joy Burns at 1-800-482-1455.

Volunteers
needed for
Beaumont

study.

E

William Beaumont Hospital

The research division of
William Beaumont
Hospital’s Clinic of
Preventive and Nutridional
Medicine is looking for
volunteers for new rescarch
studies being conducred

to help evaluate new
medications in the treatment
of high blood pressure,
adult onset diabetes, high
cholestero! and arthritis.

1f you are ac east 18 years
old you may be cligible o
participate in one of these
trsearch sudies.

There is o charge for
study related examinations
and medications, and,
many of the studies
compensate participants
for their ime and travel.
For more information, or
to register, call Beaumonts
Clinic of Preventive and
Nutritional Medicine at their
toll-free number

1-888-80-STUDY
(1-888.807-883)
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Original Retail Prices

New Shipments
arriving EVERYDAY!

" One-gt-a-kind, out of carton, discontinued, floor
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samples, dented, used,

and reconditioned
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