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1 promised I wouldn't tell.

1 want to, mind you, but I
promised. That's the
requirement of all beta
testers. I had to sign a non-
disclosure agreement,
menning that I had to keep
quiet about the details of
the software.

But it’s hard. I really
want to tell you what I
think about Windows 98,
the much-anticipated
update to the now three-
year-old upgrade of
Microsoft's original Windows operating sys-
tem. P've been using the new version since
last fall.

I've gone through several builds and
improvemoents and now the final pre-
relense “candidate,” as it's called,

1 did the same thing with Windows 95
threo years ago and, without being specific,
1 can tell you that Windows 98 ... ain't no
‘Windows 95.

When Windows 95 came out, there were
people standing in line at computer storcs
at midnight on release day. The release
made all the network TV news show, page
one of most newspapers and truly was &
huge evolutionary improvement of the old
Windows 3.1 system.

But, from my experience, this new
upgrade ... Windows 98 ... is more snooze
than news,

I'm not giving away any huge secrets
here. I promised Microsoft that I wouldn't.
I wen't talk ahant the numerous changes
and adjustments and tweaks to the Win-
dows 95 system you're used to, I won't
revenl the exact desktop changes and the
degree to which Microsoft has integrated
its Internct Explorer web browser into the
Win98 system.

But I will say... it’s no big deal. Yeah, it
does seem to load some things fnster, man-
age files casicr and seamlesaly connect to
the Internet.

But nice ns those improvements may be,
1 can't imagine anyone standing in line at
midnight to get this upgrade. It’s just not
that revolutionary.

In fact, many of the features being bun-
dled with Win98 are already being offered
up free, in bits and pieces and software
“patches” from the Microsoft Web aite
{www.microsoft.com).

Microsoft’s upgrade to its popular Qut-
look personal information manager is avail-
able for frece downloading right now, for
example, and its e-mail, calendar and
scheduling clements are all aspects that
Win98 will prominently feature. Same with
the latest version of Internet Explorer 4.1
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Get it and you've got a lot of Win98.

‘The computer press has already hinted at

Win98's other big changes. You can run

ipl i or le, from the
same computer. And its improved “plug ‘n
play” ability to recognize and configure
peripheral devices like scanners and digital
camernr and DVD-drives through o devise
called a Univernal Scrial Bus (USB)1s con-
venient.

But unlike I did threc yenra ago with
Win95, I don’t recommend that you rush to
the store and upgrade to Win98 this time,

If you're happy with Win95 and have no
immediate need to run multiple monitors,
save the $80 or so that Microsoft is going to
ask for the upgrade. Right now, it's just not
that big of a deal.

Besides, though I must say the beta ver-
gions I've been testing on a laptop and
desktap have performed flawlessly with no
crashes or glitches, it's not the same for
Microsoft CEO Bill Gates.

Two wecks ago, Gates took the stage at
the big spring Comdex computer show in
Chicago to demonstrate Win98 to the
medin. After telling how great the upgrade
was, Gates went to hook up a scanner to
the USB connection.

Windows 98 crashed.

“I guess we still have a couple of bugs to
work out,” said a chagrined Gates.

Original relensc date of June 26 is now
not so firm. Now Microsof will only say

look for Win 98 sometime in “mid sum-
mer.”

Now, while I can't tell you the details of
my beta testing experiments, there is a lot
of material out there about Windows 98.
Here nre some Web sites you may want to
check out.

M The official microsoft Windows 98 Site
{hitpswww.mlcrassft.comhvindown/wi
ndows98/dcfault.asp) - Here's the official
ward on the product from Gates and Com-

pany.
'. TheﬁWindows Spy (http:/www.

8/apyd8.htm) - Don't expect anything other
than glowing reviewa here. It's another
Microsoft site that trics to build the “buzz”
about Win98, But it's a fun scroll down the
puge,

W Windows Magazine (http/iwww.win-
mag.com/win98/) - These guys squealed.
Not only do they walk you through all the
{eatures as they review the whole system
but they also give you screen shats as well.

B Windows 98 Now! (http//www.lin-
kline.com/personal/faaflyer/win88.htm!
) - Remember how I told you how you can
get most of the neatest Win88 features
alrendy, by downloading the individual
patches and upgrades? Well, this guy has
put them all together in a collection of
links. Go get ‘em.
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Income shifting
Since the decline in tox rates...
under the 1986 Tax Reform Act;
there in less reason to postpone
income to lower tax liability.
Still, some tax payments can be
t d by delaying some -

should be r bered that
interest paid on funds uscd to
acquire or carry municipal
bonds ia not deductible.

Business expenses

Home Office Expense: The
cost of maintnining an office in
your hame is available as n
deduction only il the home office
is used exclusively on a regular
baais ns the principnl place of
any business operated by you or
as a place to meet with patients,
clients, or customers of the busi-
ness.

If you are an employee, the
use of a home office muat be for
the convenience of your
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investments or other earnings. -
For instance, delaying incomo
can save you on taxes if the

future income is expected to fall -
into a lower tax bracket. .

Expense shifting v

The reverse strategy works. .
with respect to expenses. Sinco &
expenses reduce taxable income, .
accelerating deductions during*"
the year may prove to be an
attractive strategy.

Prepayment of charitable con- -«
tributions and professional dues- ..
ond realization of losses by sell- .
ing property are examples of
expense shifting.

an unbeatable team.”

Hiro Qunlity waa established
in 1994 to help corporations
hire and retain the men and
women departing from the
American Armed Forces for the
private scctor,

Hire Quality works with some
of the world's lending companies
sud offers a wide range of pesi-
tions for all ranks. The service
is free to veterans and their
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families. .
Kelly Services, a Fortune 600 "
company, provides more than
800,000 employces annually in'
office services, nccounting, engi-+-
neering, information technolo- -
gy, legal, scientific, marketing, -
light induatrial and home care. .
Kelly owns and operates more
than 1,600 offices in 16 coun-"*
trics. Sales in 1897 exceeded ' *
$3.85 billion. .

X B8 Hewill handle
£ day-to-day opera-

Mike Pictte hns efforts in 21 cen-
been name tral states. He ==
president and was previously a
general manager branch applica-

of WorkPlace tions manager for
Integrators in the Great Lokes
Bingham Farms. region ol

Siemens, which -
he joined in 1997,

Plette tions, He was Rosallk
previously a sales rep! i
for 3M. BIl Viviano, of Grosse Pointe,

Ron Rosalik of Beverly Hills
has been appointed marketing
manager of the central aren for
Siemens Bugriness Communicn-
tion Systems. He will be respon-
sible for leading marketing

has been clected chairman of the
board of directors of the Associ-
ated Food Dealers of Michigan.
He is the owner of Housc of
Prime inside Papa Joe's Super-
market in Rochester Hills.
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