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‘Titanic’ tells u

ﬁSihkable si:ory

ce to vis

tom of the social'stratn,” writes
Butler, “being told whero' to' go,
what to do, and when 'to do it,
had produced a mentality of stoic
passivity.” . .
Thua, 1st and 2nd closs pos-
sengers had greater accoss to
lifeboats. Yet o fow caleulationa
based on Butler's statistica shaw
that almost the same percentage
of 1at and 2nd class men (79%)
ns that of 3rd class men (84%)
went down with the ship. The
book abounds in talea of heroism
and chivalry ns those living by a
strict code of gentlemanly con-
duct assured the safety of their
women and children only to face
certain death themsolves,
*Unsinkablo™ takes us beyond
the tragedy to its aftermath. We
meet Arthur Rostron, the cap-
tain of the Carpathian, who trav.
cled 58 miles in a.deaperate res.
cuc mission. And Stanloy Lord,
the captain of the Califernian,
who slopt camfa;reably in his
berth only 10 milés awny,
despite frequent reports of white
distress flares lighting the skics.
We read with intefest of the U.S.
Senate investigations and the
inquiry by tho British Board of
Trade. And of tho gravoyards in
Halifax, where memorials are
held w this day. .
There is much, much more in
Butler's outstanding book, all
told with compagsion, hismri:nl
perspective, and & narratjve
style that brings to life the
hubris and trogig irony of the
cvent wo call Titanic. '
CORRECTION: Mort Crim
will be at Barnes and Noble on
Telegraph in Birmingham on
Tuesday, May 5, at 7 pan.

* Esther Littmann is a resident
of Bloomfield Township. She is
¢ private tutor with Una
Duworkin and Associates. You
can leave her a message from a
touch-tonc phone at (313) 953-
2047, mailbox number 1893. Her
fax number is (248) 644.1314. .
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places for families to venture
into the "wild."} "
For the less wild side of Mijchi-
gan, Susan Newhof offers the new
4th Edition of “Michigan'as Town
& Country Inns.” This is tho (st
update in 10 years and featurea
several new inns and bed nod
breakfast facilitiea from Ypsilonti
to Houghton. Newhol has seletted
80 inns from the many in the
state, concentrating on those with
five or more rooms, though ahe
has retained some smaller B&Bs
from her previous editions. She
also explaina the proper protocol

¢ of staying at o B&B. :

Newhof's approach is anccdo-
tal, giving us a history of the
house and its town and the
innkeopers, who, as she points
out, are a vital clement in all ~
B&Bs. She describes the accom-
modations and the food and con-
cludes with a “vitals” list outlin-
ing things you should know,
such ns price and how many
rooms have private baths, and o
phone number, A general state
map is provided, but for detailed
directions you have to speak to
the innkecper, which isigood, as
Newhof advisea makingreserva-
tions whenever you want to atay
ate !

So now you have sométhing to
do and a place to stay. It's time
to get out there and epjoy the
Great Lakes State.’ :
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Elizabeth Stone Gallory

Joel Tants signs books at *No
Rhyme or Reason: Whimsical ;
Rhymes, Fables and Tales,” 6 ',
e.m, Thursday, May 7, at the
gallery, 536 North Old Woodward
Avey, Birmingham, (248}647-
7049.

SHAMAN DRUM '
Noah Labiner signs her novel “Our
Sometimes Sister,” 8 p.m,
Wednesday, May 6; Geotf Dyer
roads from *Out of Shoer Rege:
‘Wirestling with D.H. Lawrence,” 8
p.m. Thursday, May 7; Richard
Titinghast and Polgnant Plecosto-
mus perfornt, 7 p.m. Friday, Moy
8 at'the store 313 South Staté

' Streat, Ann Arbor 734.862:7407.

BORDERS (ANN ARBOR) ' i

Mcionie Roe Thon signs “Firsi
Baby,” 7:30 p.m. Tuosday, May
5: Robert Stone signs "Damascus
Gnlq.' 7:30 p.m. Wednosday,
May,8; Ken Kollman signs “Out-
slde Lobbylng,” 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Moy 7at the storo 612 E.
Uberty, Ann Arbor (734) 668-
7652 .



