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The Ookland County Medical
Examiner ~— and his view that
gome infant fatalitica are
attributable to positional
uaphyxmllon. rather thon crib
death — is the focal point of a
growing controversy,

At issuo is the practice of tho
medical examiner’s office to clas-
sify some infont fatalitics as
positional asphyxiation deaths,
rather than attributing them to
SIDS (Sudden Infant Death Syn-
dromeo), often called erib deatha,

The dnn'crencc. according to a
Jawmaker who is challenging the
medical examiner, can be devas-
tating. Parents who have just
lost a child do not need a ruling
that incorrectly implics they
may have been negligent, said
State Rep. Penny Crissman.

The Rochester Republican ear.
lier this yeor introduced Jegisla-
tion that would enable the par-
ents or guardians of an infant
who dies unexpectedly to appenl
the ruling on the cause of death
as determined by the medical
examiner.

Crissman met Fndny with
ives of the M

Dcpurtmont of Community
Health and the Michigan Medi-
cal Examiner’s Assaciation to
discuss House Bill 5640 which
she introduced in February and
hopes to promote before she
feaves the legislature ot the end

of tho year.

. At tho conclusion of the meet-
ing, Crissman said she will moke
some changes in the proposed
legislation. "But I'm going to
move it along,” she said,
:395“50 thae legislation is necd-

Crissmon snid she will rewrite
the proposed legislation creating
a panel — possibly three to five
cxperts — to review, on request,

onough. SIDS is a “garbage”
dingnosia, he aaid, used as a
catchall,

Adding to the problem, he
said, is the reluctance on the
part of the medical community to
be brutally frank — even if with
grief-stricken parents. “Tho most
bitter truth is preferable to the
sweetest nan-truth,” he said.

With that pesition in mind,
said Drngnvw pnt}mlogmts in his

the findings of a medical

office infant

er. Her initial legislation called
for appeals to be handled by the
Child Death Review Team from
anothur county, but after Fri-
day's meeting she decided that
would not be the appropriate
agency,

Crisaman ndmits tho legisla-
tion is aimed, at least indirectly,
at Oakland County Medical
Exominer Ljubisa Drogovic, "He
ie a physician for whom I have
respect,” she said. “But anybody
can be wrong, and there should
!w e way to challenge his find-
ings.”

Dragovic said he was aware of
Crisasman’s legislation. But he
doesn’t back down,

He said some of his coll

ly
deaths using the results from
uutopmv:s o8 well as investiga-
tions from the scene. When his
office dc!ermmcu the cause of
death s positi

Infant deaths spark debate

highly trained in pathology
review the findings of a medical
cxaminer would be nkin to "tak-
ing your {pregnant) wife to a der-
matologist for a sccond opinion,”
Dragovic said.

One of those who ngrees on
the need for a method of uppcul-
ing o medical cxaminer’s find-
ings is Dr. Joc] Hoas, o Bloom-
field Township rueldent who is
chief of patho)

Edison works to keep lines clear -

As the aummer storm acason
nenrs in Southeost Michigan,
Detroit Edison line-clearance
erews will work in nearly 30 com-
munities during May and June to
keep treea and branches away
from power linca,

Detroit Edison maintains a 10-
foot clearance between tree
branches and power lincs to
reduce the potentinl for.power
outages and help enaurs reliable
electric service for customers.

In May and June, linc-clear-
ance crews will continue or begin
work in the following Oakland

and
mcdlmnv at Ch:ldrcnn Huspxtul

County communitica: Addison
T hip, Auburn Hitls, Farm-
|ng¥.on, Fnrminglon Hﬂls. Hlsh-

of also
with the Mlchq,nn SIDS
Allinnce.

“I _respect Dr. Dragovic as a
" he said. “But

anid the medical examiner, it's
because the evidence leads to
that conclusion,

" Dragovic said he is not sur-
prised that Oakland County hos
more infant denths attributed to
positional asphyxiation — and
fewor listed as SIDS fatalities —
than any other county in Mnch:-
gon.

If somebody wants to chal-
lenge those conclusions, he said,
they're welcome to do 8o, provid-
ing they have adequate !x’ummg
and expertise. But whcn -ll comes

in the medical profesaion too fre-
quontly — and incorrectly —
attributed infunt deaths to SIDS
because i

to second
just any physician won 't do.

Having a physician whe is not

some physicians, aren’t thorough

DO YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW NEED
: HELP WITH DAILY ACTIVITIES?
‘wayne Siole Univealty

Are you 65 or older and receiving help from a son or daughter?
OR

Are you providing care to your parent who ks 65 or older?

If so, the INTERGENERATIONAL CAREGIVER STUDY
et the Institute of Gerontology wants totalk to both of you.

Call 1-888-688-6632 (toll free)
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Y THE POTTERY FACTORY-VIA MEX(I:()l
32750 NORTHWESTERN HWY., FARMINGTON HILLS |

3 BLKS. £ OF ORCHARD LK. RD. (NEAR 14 MILE} &8 1
| HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 11-7; Sun. 11-5; Closad Yues. 10 rnwcu
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Beaumont

Volunteers
Feeded for

study.

The rescarch division of

" William Beaumont
Hospital's Clinic of
Preventive and Nutritional
Medicine is looking for
volunteers for new research
studies being conducted

10 help evaluate new
medications in the rreatment
of high blood pressure,
adule onset diabetes, high
cholesterol and arthriris.

I you are at least 18 years
old you may be eligible 1o
pardicipate in one of these
rescarch studies.

There is no charge for
study related examinations
and medications, and,
many of the studies
compensite participants
for their time and travel.
For more information, or
to register, call Beaumont’s
Clinic of Preventive and
Nutritional Medicine at their
toll-free number

1-888-80-STUDY

(1-888-807-8839)

o
Willlam Beaumont Ho;pilal

« M.B. JENELRY © M.B. JEWELRY o M.B. JEWELRY » M.B. JEWELRY o M.B, JEWELRY «

CRANBROOK HOUSE
AND GARDENS
380 Lone Pinc Road
Bloomfield Hills, M1

(248)845-3147
Also dhcs:lerthvbmnly In the

Bog,
Woodland Wildflower and
many other gardens
GARDENS OPEN MAY 1
Monday-Saturday 10 am-5 pm
Sundny 11 am- 5 pm
Admission Charge
GUIDED GARDENS TOURS
ALSO AVAILABLE
Advance Heservations Required
MOTHER’S DAY, MAY 10
Enjoy o vikit through
CRANBROCK HOUSE
GUIDED TOURS BEGIN
Every Sunday - 1:30 and 3 pm
$10-includes ndmission to Gardens
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there’s room l'or professionals to
disagree.”

inni Orion
Puntmc. Rochester, Rose Town-
ship, Southfield, Troy and White
Lake Township.

“With our early spring weather,
trees alrcady are in full bloom
and can pose both safety and scr-

vice rclmblhty problems if they
come in contact with eur power ™
lines,” cxecutive vice president
Robert Buckler said. “Trimming-0
trees has a dramatic impact on
lowering the puss:blluy of Elvnn:
rervice interruptions.”

Downed power lines, which aleo-"1 b1
can result from contact with trea »
branches, posc safety hnznrdu.'{*
Adults should remind young chil-
dren to stay away from fallen .,
power lines and anything they
are in contact with becouse they.
are potentially life threatening.

Linc-clearance work also helps &
avoid low voltage or outages
cnused by trees in contact witl
power lines during normal weath;
er.

Detroit Edison’s tree trimming
crewa follow National Arborist
Aesociation standards, which are
designed to maintain the health
of the trees.

. ot our climate

and repair services ~ each invaluable to the life of your investment. And now

an appointment.

i THE SOMERSET COULCTION 749 543 3300 FOR STORE EVINTS CALL TOR-RIE 1 85€ Nv [v(NIS

-controlled fac!

through the end of May, reccive double InCircle. points on storage and cleaning.

1f your old fur could use a new look, make plans to attend our Restyle Clinic
June 4 and 5 in the Fur Salon. Call (248) 643-3300, ext. 2330, by May 29 to schedule

N Nancus

Www femanmarcys com
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s PROTECY YOUR FUR or precious fiber coat
from warm-weather hazards. In addition to storage, we also offer cleaning, glazing.
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