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cultural affairs office, only
Southficld has an actual physi-
cal structure — an “arty center.”

“It's n tough sell,” snid Bob
Sheridan, chair of the Livenin
Arts Commission. “A great deal
of the budget goes to basic city
services. Libraries and the arts
just can't scem to get enough.”

In Canton, two community
buildings are used to host
exhibits. Meanwhile, two years
into a study to determine how to
build a community theater, sup-
porters are still searching for
funding sources, said Gene Ham-
monds, president of the Canton
Art Associntion.

An alliance with Plymouth
arts groups, Project Arts, has
helped to consolidate resources.

. *There's definitely strength in
numbers,” said Hammonds,

Deapite the odds of public
funds going to build an art cen-
ter, Farmington artiste are
encouraged that their day will
come.

Some consider the recent suc-

cesy of the Farmington Festival
of the Arts as the strongest argu-
ment for a local art center,

“In our arca, 63 languages are
spoken,” said Fern Barber, presic
dent of the Farmington Arts
Commission. “The art (in the fes-
tival) is on exnmple of aur multi-
cultural diversity.”

The Farmington festival
brought together 23 arts groups,
representing about 1,600 artiats
from muny disciplines.

have to be run like a'business,”
said Southfield’s Waterhouse.

“Yet it's difficult for a volun-
teer-drivon organization to bo
run like a business.”

Corralling tho onergies of o
largely valunteor staff might bo
like trying to nail down Joll-O.

Through public and member
survoys, however, many of the
larger art centers have adapted
an age-old principle of generat-
ing supply to meot demand.

“Growth in the arts has to do

Largely through the Farming-
ton C ity Art cintion,
which organized the festival,
envugh maney and in-kind ser-
vices were raised to support the
ovent, said Barber.

Supply & demand

To aucceed amid a climate of
reduced public funding while
trying to attract volunteers, cor-
porate sponsors and members,
art organizations arc learning to
sound and act like aspiring
entrepreneurs.

“The arts at a community level

Greektown /o

with or being beottor

many times their name will
appear. .

“But it all helps to build audi-
ences.”

Opening up

Whilo attracting membera and
funds is a top priority, arts orgn-
nizations nlso hapo to deflate the
mystique of the arts, according
to the panel.

“We'ro nttempting to bring art
to a level where the average per-
son can appreciate it,* said
Sheridan of the Livonia Arts
S o

at undor their

nities and programming bosed
on what people wagt,” said
Chamberlain of the Ann Arbor
Art Center.

_ Appeals to corporate sponsor-
ships have also increased s the
public grant process has grown
cumbersome and increasingly
competitive, she said.

. “Before corporations would
give us money upfront,” said
Chamberlain, “Now it's market-
driven. They want to know how

“One of the key roles is to
make people feel comfortable
with the arts,” said Torno of the
Bloomfield Birmingham Art
Center.

Making art accessible, howov-
er, isn't the same as diminishing
the power of art to educate and
provoke,

“It’s important that the arts
occasionally make people feel

table. Art is i

about social issues that invulvo
all of us,” said Paint Creck’s
Ruedisveli.

“Tho real value of what we do
ia to help peoplo develop their
creative processes,” said Ann
Arbor Art Center's Chamberlain,

“Exhibits of diverse art is the
entree to different lovels of
learning.”

In its report on the state of
American culture, "American
Canvas,” published last October,
the Natianal Endowment for the
Arts ‘concludcd that the arts

No wonder, As the Internet
facilitates speed-of-light commu-
nication, tho nature of communi-
ty is undergoing o fundamental
change.

In the cuitural state of flux,,
the opportunity is at hand for art
erganizations to advocate and
educate, said Jonnifor Tobin,
oxecutive director of the Ply-
mouth Arts Council.

A program at the Plymouth
Arts Council invites young moth-
ors to come togother to plan
exhibits as their children play in
an adjacent room.

had to goa
wholesale overhaul,”

The report recommended that
cultural institutions need to
“apen up” to serve a larger pub-
lic,

The first atep in “opening up
.the arts,” according to the panel,
is to increase public awarcness
of the essentinl rolo of the arts in
building communities.

The timing not only seems
right, but the panelists each
spoke with a sense of urgency.

=It's moms learning about art,”
said Tobin, *Art organizations
are a place where people can
como to feel, share and commu-
nicate about their lives.

*(The arts) can bridge cultural,
geographical and generational
differences.”

‘Who could argue?
Now to implement tho market-
ing plan.

“You don't see a lot of wood-
cuts,” snid McCullough, n native
of Redford Township. “People
fike that primitive appeal.”

McCullough exhibited his
prints for the fiest time in fall of
1996. He began working in the
medium while studying for his
bacheler of fine arts degree at
Enstern Michigan University in
the early 1990s. He frequently
carves during fairs, and has an
example of a finished woadblock,
rice paper and the kitchen spoon
used to hand-rub the prints in
his booth.

“I enjoy the process, the chai-
lenge of drawing it backwards,”
said McCullough. “T can'’t wait
till I sec the first print.”

Among McCullough's newest
picces are portraits of Marilyn
Monroe, Diana Ross and a zebra
at n watering hole. From a litter
of Dalmation puppics to a loon
on a lake and bears in trees, his
auhject matter denls with every-

thing from African and Oriental
cultures to vamshing wildlite.
Veiled women in “The Prophecy™
keep the viewer guessing as to
the osginntion of country, reli-
gion and forctold event.

“Printmaking is labor inten-
sive,” said McCullough. “By the
time you draw it and get it onto
the wood then carve it you have
hours into a print like the zebra
which took 125 houry. I have a
huge list of subjects I'd like to
do, probably enough for the next
four to five years.”

Presented by the Greektown
Merchants Associntion in cooper-
ation with the Michigan Guild of
Artists and Artisans, the eighth
annual Greektown Arts Festival
features works by 125 artists
from 20 states and two Canndian
provinees.

The juried art, music, good
food and atmosphere set the
Grecktown fair apart from other
summer art shows. Shépping in

A ‘Printmaking Is labor
Intensive.” '

Michael McCullough

Artist

the art booths or in the shops in
Trapper’s Alley is worth the trip
alone.

“We're oncouraging people to
come down with their children
and.enjoy making art at the
Imagination Station,” said Dave
Kronenberg, art fairs director for
the Michigan Guild of Artists
and Artisans, organizers of the
Ann Arbor Summer Art Fair,
“The Greektown area is reviving
and thriving. It's a wondorful
destination. We have a lot of
nent and i ing art, a good

‘Bloomfield Hills;

The festival stage will show-
cnse locai und national fouring
acts including former Twistin’
Tarantula guitorist George
Friend's new band “Black Beau-
ty" featuring Thornetta Davis,
Johnny Bassott and the Blues
Insurgents, the Bill Heid Trio
and the Bird of Paradise Orches-
tra, :

Rick Pinkerton of the Music
Menu Cafe coordinnted the fair's
entertninment ranging from
swing to Greek dancing, rocka-
billy, Latin rock, traditional
African rhythms, jazz, gospel
and blues.

Other local artists exhibiting
in the Grecktown Arts Festival
are Carole Berhorst, clay, and
Michael MacManus, jewelry,
Sandra
Bellestri, painting, Lake Orion;
Jeanine Sova and John Chest-

amount of jewelry, pottery,
painting, glass, wood, fiber, pho-
tography, and printmaking and
30 percent arc new artists.”

nut, toya, Clarkston; Denisc
Szadyr, clay, Waterford, and
Debra-Vantol, glass, Auburn
Hills.

Arta

call (313) 963-5445.
Entertalnmont Schedule:
B Fridey, May 15: The Shack

Blues Insurgents 8:25-9:30 p.m.
M Sunday, May 17: Tru Light T

Qegolitown Arte Beariva

The Greaktown Arta Festival Stage on Beaublen Siree( at Monros
Street In Greektown wllt offer for (ree a varioty of acts from rocke-
blily and soul to latln rhythms and acld jazz. For more lnlormaﬂon

Shakers, rocksbilly swingers from
Nashwille, perform 5:30-6:30 p.m.; Black Beauty, a new_rockabllly
act featurlng former Twistin’ Tarantules member George Friend, and
Thornetta Davis perform  6:50-8 p.m.; and “rockablily songblrd®
Robert Gordon hits the stage 8:20-8:30 p.m. N -

™ Saturdey, May 16: The Hellenlc Socloty
traditional Greek danclng' noon to 1 p.m.; African Rhythm Project
perfarms traditional African rhythms and jaz 1:15-2:10 p.m.; Pans
World Beat plays Latin rhythms rock and Jazz 2:30-3:40 p.m,; The
New Orleans-style bfass band Motor City Strect Band hits the stage
from 4-5 p.m.; Bird of Paradise Orchestra plays Jazz and swing 5:30-
6:30 p.m.; Sugorfoot parforms acld jazz and funk 7-8 p.m.; Sugar
Roy Norcla, former Roomful of Bluas frontman and harpist, plays
with the help of an expsnded verslon of Johnny Bassett and the

emple Gospe! Cholr sings 1-2 p.m.;
The Bill Held Trio featuring jazz gultar great Perry Hughes plays
from 2:30-3:30 p.m.; and Johnny Bassatt and the Blues Insurgents
return o the stege with Detroit blues legends ' Johnny Yard Dog”
Jones, Thornetta Davis and Joo Weaver 4-5:30 p.m. o
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