Nifty gadgets
give gardeners
a heipful hand

BY DONNA MULCAHY
SPECIAL WRITER

Gardening, like everything clee in
life, is casicr when you have the right
tools. I nsked some gardening experts
to tell me which ones they'd necom-
mend and here's what they said.

Broa} which has locntions at
the Someraet Colleetion-South in
Troy, Twelve Qaks Mall in Novi and
Lakeside Mall in Sterling Heights,
has lots of nifty gardening gadgets. 1
heard that from several people and
they were right.

One of the things there that caught
my eyo is the clectronic Home & Gar-
den Whiz, $60. It looks like a hand-
held calculator, but containe thou-
sands of gardening and houschold
hinte, It ean tell yau what tynna of
plants work best. under certain condi-
tions, how they should be planted and

r———

much more.
SHOPPING
CENTERED

Other neat things
at Brookstone
include:

* A five-picce,
hand-held, garden
tool set and match-
ing beige and green
canvas tote. Togeth-
cr, they're $60.
Bought separately,
the tool set is $36
and the tote is $25.
The tools include a
. cultivator, fork,
. planter, trowel and narrow weeder, all
% with a comfortable grip and made out
. of rustproaf, die-cast aluminum.

» A padded, steel-frame platform
“ for kneeling or sitting, $30.
I & A 16-piece Gardener’s Choice Tool
- Kit, complete with 16 tools and a
green plastic carrying case that has a
. parkmg spot for each of them, $75.
* e A gorden sent/teet caddy with 12
tools, $100,

DONNA
MULCAHY
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While Saka Fifth Avenue was pleased
to announce the opening of a 40,000
square-foot expansion of the Men's
Store at its Somerset South location in
Troy in mid-April, it's already apparent
that all of the changes involved will be
more than pleasing to its patrons. And,
that's intentienal, of course.

Indeed, few shoppers will even notice
that such major construction work is
going on. Yet, the major chonges nt the
store aren't taking place grndunlly nn

the store
largest and most cumplcw Saks nu!let.

For example, last Thursday the
entire  Men's

o 'it's won- Store made a
d ted
derful to have jou from sev-

cral locations
into its new con-
solidated loca-

all this room,
new — and to

seo all of this tion on the first
here In one 1(3!31 of the mow
addition, whic

spot. Our cus- defines the west-
tomers will ern boundary of
love it . the Seks bulld-
- ing, acing

Kim Nye Coolidge High-

way. What the
customers saw
Thursday morn-
ing was a com-
plete and
expanded collec-
tion of designer sportswear, clothing,
footwear and accessories on display, all
in one location, with added services
like a Humidor and an exemplary
Men's Fitting Complex for on-thc~spnl
custom tmlonng and even

store manager

N
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-

On the move: Helpmg set up stock dwplays and handle last minute arrangements in Saks Fifth 3
Avenue'’s new Men’s Department are visual manager Michael Knicely, left, and visual stylist lel
Fuller, early Thursday morning before the opening hour.

third of its previous 126,000-sq.-1t, size.

order shirts
All of it was ready for business by
opening time,

What they dldn t sm- wore the R0
Snks p ished a busy

Nye, a B! field Hille native now
living in Troy, began her retni]mg
career with Saks while warlung in the

store after gr from
Michigan State 1B years ago. The per-
sonal meaning of the expansion and
was obvious as she atood in

AWeaneads thcn stayed after

Mike Bovio, purch
* for English Gardens, which has four
locations, including one in West
Bloomfield, recommended the follow-
ing things.

Whisk Rake, by Lowis Tool. It's a
small, six-tine roke the size of a
whisk broom and costs $12.98. "It's
great for raking under low-growing
ghrubs and perennials,” Bovio said.

Grow-through plant supports, about
$8, by Rainbow. They look like a wire
grid shelf, supported by plastic-coated
legs. Like tomato cages, they'ra used
to prevent plants from flopping over
and must be set in place carly in the

too big.

Gardener's Lever Loops by
Bosmere, $2.98 for a package of 50,
They're little plastic clipa that open
and close with a squeoze of the
thumb. Use in place of string or twist
ties on tomato plants and vines.

Hide-A-Guide gnrdcn hose g’mdmg

growing senson before tha plants are -

the mall clesing at 8 p.m. working into
the wee hours to move menswear atock,
displaya and sct up registers and fur-
nishings in their new locations.

The new Men's Store carries designer
sclections avhich include Giorgio
Armani, Canali, Corneliani, Hickey
Freeman, Donna Karan, Calvin Klein,
Hugo Boss and Oxxford. For store man-
ager Klm Nye — who wns amang the

taying workers Wednesday night
— the Saka S store

the new Men's Store aren, understating

her own enthusiaam with a simplo:

“It's wonderful to have all this room,
now — and te see all of this here in one
gpot. Our customers will love it.”

Nye took Eccentric staffers on a
quick pre-opening tour of the new
Men's Store facilities Thursday morn-
ing, right after that late-night reloca.

tion, and then expanded our tour to -

include a look at what is happening
upstni‘rsl on the Second Level of the

is a personal dream come true. An
anchor at the Somerset location for the
paat 31 years, the Saks Fifth Avenue
site now expands by more than one-

new oo,

There, we found the spacious new
Chanel Ready-to-Wear boutique.
Thera's also an elegant St. John Shop,

a Birger Christensen Fur Salon and
Fifth Avcnuc Club Sunw Euch area is

nlso putn Lhn uputllght on new nnd

Ann DcMuclemeeater, Etro, Donna
Karan Signature, Ralph Lauren Collec.
tion, Escada, Armani le Collezioni,
Valentino Boutique, Zoran, Alberta Fer-
retti, Max Mara, Pinzza Sempione, Mis-
soni and Prada. *

Only a first-time Soks visitor would
cven think about asking if the regular
patrons might find all the relocation of
sales areas, stcck and product during
the reconatruction and renovation, ...
well, mightn't it be disconcerting or
confusing? After all, it is rare to find a
store undergoing such o complete and
major overhaul while still

be a pleasant, fun, relaxing expéri-
ence.”

She pointed out the finished wanlls,
installed to acreen conatruction arcas
during store hours, noting fow shop-
pers have even realized that work was
going on.

As far finding the merchnndlse in. ma
new all the storo
are making it a personal duty to epnc
any confusion and make it casy-for
patrons — and for a Saks nhnpping
excuraion, that says it all,

The complete remodeling, including a
noew Elizabeth Arden Spa, will make
the Saks Somerset location the premier
Saks Fifth Avenue site in the region.

The mr\jonty of rocnnntrm:llnn and |

open for business.

“We've planned to do it, and do it
well," Nye said, “That's the only way we
know at Siaks. Shopping is supposed to

—is nxpccted to be cnmp]nle bofore :
Christmas 1998, says Nye, but some
remaining detail work will go over im.o
1899,

. News of special events for shoppers is included
in this calendar. Send information to: Malls &
Mainstreets, c/o Observer & Eccentric Newspapers,
805 East Maple, Birmingham, MI 48009; or fax
{248) 644-1314, Deadlinc: Wednesday 6§ p.m, for
on Sunday,

aystem, $3.98 by
: Systema. When not in use, the guide
can be pushed flush into the ground
to prevent mowing prublems,
. _Floral snips by Fiskars, $5.98.
They've great fur delicate shaping and
* dead-heading, Bovio said.
Bxll Suxton, co-owner of Snxmn 's in
. which sells and
: powcr oquipment, ;ucommcndnd
t 1

W!DNESDAY MAY 13
Health-O-Rama Bonus
Project Helth-O-Rama Bonus Days, for those age
18 or over, provides free, confidential testing and
services, inc]uding hmght-wmght blood pressure,
henrmg, via&nn. nuu—mon

podin-
try, and Henlth Education litcrature and displays,
Optional tests are also available for nominal
{:Ies Co-spnnuured with Botsford General Hospital.

¢ Preen by Gr i
that stops weeda from spreading by
preventing sceds on the surface of the

. ground from taking root. It costs

* nbaut $20 to cover 2,600 aquare feot. *

' Saxton, whoso father foundd the

' store in 1928, also recommends: Man.

+ tis partable gasoline tillers, $319; Lit-

' tle Amcs plastic planter's wagon, for

! sitting on and storing tools, $569.85;

. Permaacape for Trees, a mat mndo

: out of teeycled tires to put around
trees and prevent weeds, $16.49; and

: Coronnu hand tools with cnmfort

grips, nbout $7 to $10.

Denny Snell, garden store manager

i for Bordine's Nuracries in Rochester

! and Clarkston, recommended the

: Gold Digger, a new teol with a 3-foot

; handle and several diflerent heads for

edging, planting and weeding, $36.95.
Another new product he likes is The

Soil Scoop by Gardon Works, $16.98,

1t looks like n scrrated spoon and ia

guod for scooping, digging and hlltnx

- soil in @ pot.

He nlso recommended Lowia Life-

> time hand teols, about $10 cach; tile

- joint weeders for picking weeds out of
sidewalk cracka, g .99; and electronic

y and May‘13-14, 10 a.m.-6
pm.

Livonio Mall. Seven MtlalMtddchclt (248) 476-
1160.
THURSDAY, MAY 14
Wardrobing seminar -
Liz Claiborne Seminars feature drossea and
portswear, commentated by Liz Claiborno apecial-
iat. Heather Guild. Elisabeth Dept. 1:00 p.m.

Hudson's, Somersct  Collection.
Beaver!/Coolidge." 'I)'vy (248) 816-4000.

Y, MAY 18

Symphonic wind.l

The Novi Concert Band appears from 7:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. at the Livonia Mall stage, ncar Crow-
loy’s, to feature music from Brondway, marches,
light classics and pop. The band, a symphonie wind
ensemblo formed in 1982, performs outdoor con-
certs throughout the metropolit.un area.

liwnla Mall, Seven Milc Middlebelt. (248) 476-
1

Big

SATURDAY, MAY 18
Barbie doll show
It's the All Fashion Doll Show nt Meadowbrook
Villago Mall, fenturing Barbie Dolla. Appraisale
aro avatlable during show hours and ndmmmn in
free. 10 a.m. 8 p.m.

ADDED ATTRACTIONS

Wardrobing seminar

. Liz Claiborne Seminars feature dresses and
sportswear, commentated by Liz Claiborne special-
ist, Heather Guild. Elisabeth Dept. 1:00 p.m.

Hudson's, Somerset Collection.
Beaver!Coolidge. Troy. (248) 816-4000.

Keoping the peace

Macomb Mall's own T.C. Bear hosts a sing-a-long
show for kids from nges 2 to 13, featuring T.C.'s
Tipa for Keeping the Peaco — lenrnlng peaceful
ways to solve conflicts they face in their lives with-
out resorting to violence, There's also an essay con-
test (forms at tho Mall'a Information Center avail-
able through May 16), with a $26 gift certificate
prize for youngsters writing about an "Act of
Peace,” experienced or witnessed. Show (near
Sears entry) hours: 11 a.m., 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.

Big

Macomb Mall. Gratiot! Masonie. Roseville. (810)

293-7800, L
MONDAY, MAY 18
Informal modellng
Andre Laug’s Spring ‘98 Special Ordor Collec.
tion, informal modeling. Designer Salon, second
floor, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

' Saka Fifth Avenue, Somérset Collection. Big
BeavcrICoolldge. Troy. (248) 843-9000.

DAY, MAY 19
Chancl showing
Chanal Spring ‘98 Special Order Collection,
informal modeling with specinl ropresentativo.
Designer Salon, second floor. Tuesday and
Wednesday, May 18-20. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Sake Fifth Aveaue, Somerset Collection, Big
Beaver/Coolidge. Troy. (248} 643-9000.
mmmu

Y, MAY.

ketball Association. Youngsters ages 8 through 1641

mal medeling with special representative. Design-
er Salon, second floor. Thuraday and Friday, May
21-22, 10 am. to 5 p.m.

Saks Fifth Avenue, Somerset Collection. Big
Beaver!Coolidge. Troy. (248) 643-9000.
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27

McFadden showing

Mary Manddenn Sprmg ‘88 Special Order Col-*
lection, i specil
Daalgnur Salon, second floor. Wednnudny and
Thursday, Moy 27-28. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saks Fifth Avenue, Samerut Ca"ectmn Big
Beaver/Coolidge. Troy. (248) 64.
SATURDAY, IAY 30 "
Sears auditions kids
Sears is hosting a search nt its Oakland Mall -
location to find the “Sears Kid Beat Reporter” fora
the Detroit Shock, of the Women's National Bas-2

will try their hand at sports reporting as nudltlun-—» .
judges score entrants on creativity, delivery and= 4 R
poise. Winner will attend a Shock home game to= 3
cover the live-action and other prizes. Senrs is an= | -
official sponsor of the WNBA. Auditions are Sntur-..
day, May 30, noon-2 p.m.

Sears, Oakland Mall, John R/14 Mile Road.~
Troy. (248) 597-4100,

'WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24

Rnck-N-Roll mhtry

Huffs Promotions brings the *Rock-N-Roll
Fine Arts Show” to the Westland Center, featur-
ing artwork by such artists as John Lennon, Bob
Dylan, Ron Wood, David Bowie, Yoko Ono, Ringo
Starr, Donna Summer, Gerry Garcia and others
icona from the Rock generation. The exhibit was aZ
feature at the opening of the Rock-N-Roll Hall ofZ
Fame and has toured the country. It's more than aZ
display, ths artwosk is also avatlable for purchase.~ =
Opens Wadnelduy nnd runa through Sunday, June:

11k

U]

Weatland Center. West Warren /Wayne. Wm!nnd.-
(813) 425.5001..

pH meters, which start at $9.98, Meadowbrook Village Mall, N. Adams/Walton. Sakas shows Lihli =
Happy gardening! Rochester Hills. (248) 376-9451. Lihli's Spring ‘98 Speclal Order Collection, infor- E
- y ¥ 'y i v v



