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Friend left children

A yoar ago,
as I write, my
friend diea of
pancreatic can-
cor. He and I
were the same
ago. We had
bocome
acquainted in
western Michi-
gan when wo
were both in

=FOCUS ON
YHEOLOQY

|the best legacy of all

what I know now, 1 hope I would
do things differently, I hope 1
would be less self-absorbed, less
driven, less inclined to postpone
things and more present in the
moment. I hope that I would
tako my childrearing more seri-
ously, not leaving it to chance, or
relying too much on sacicty to
help me out.

1 think I would not presume
that my children could lcarn my

WPRg"!:ég the carly years  values by osmosis. [ would be
. of our ministry, more deliberate in sharing with
our paths  them my decpest commitmenta,

diverged, but we more or less

And then, of course, they would

BELIEFS

Summmer classes teach about religion

BY RENA FULKA
SPECIAL WRITER

A bustling Antiochian market-
place cirea 49 A. D. will spring to
life this summer in Weat Bloom-
fictd when 120 youngsters step
back to the time of the apoaties
to visit a small reproduction of
the city where St. Paul began his
ministry.

Dressed in the apparel] of the
cra, the children wander tho
marketplace  encountering
Roman soldiers, beggars, tax col-
lectors and storytellers as they
lenm about the teachings of the
newly risen Christ. A visit to the

kept in touch with each other still grow up to be their own per- 1t. 1 -
over t}m ycnr% tt}l‘x"?' quc{tc by sons. \ﬂmt l:hl:dr‘cn become can ,‘,'f;“:"m’:,‘.};:ﬁ: F;","m‘f;f,’,',':c,fﬁfg'a
surprise, we bo ound our- never be entirely in our contro) —

ra in the mvtro Detroft ara  thank of the brickmaker, maotalamith,

agaln.

My friend was intelligent, con-
ecicntious and talented. In spite
of those traits, 1 suspect that he
often felt ho disnppointed him-
wmarmmu ministers, it's hand

On my desk is a clipping, sev-
oral years old now. it reports
some surprising — and even
cml ing — statistics, It says
that if your parents worshipped
with you while you were growing

potter, tentmaker, sculptor or
weaver,

“Our Antioch 49 A. D, theme
centers around tho shops, people
and culture of tho marketplace
in Antioch, Syrin,” explained
Dorothy Maman, co-coordinator

successes soriously, while  up, chances aro 80 percent that | of the annual Vacation Bible

vory casy to blame oneself for  you will worship regularly es an School program. “We expericnce
every failure. And there aro lots l'ldl‘l“. If only your mother wor- this city, the launching point
of failurcs! shipped regularly with you, and home base of Paul's missions

vanund waa not old when he aro only 30 percent that ary journeys, by visiting the
diod, and I foel sure that he had  you will worship regularly as marketplace and wmplo a8 new
established goals that hohad not  and adult, If only your father Christians of the dny.”
mét. He had  hard tima think-  worshipped regularly, chances The program is being hoated
ingdf his assuccessful. - are 70 pereent that you will goto | by West Bloomficld United

{ think ho was successful. he churchregularly, Church in
hns-three adult children who go.  That'a embarrassing, 'bocnum with neighboring Holy Spirit
toichurch, Now, you mny pre- at first it may scem sexist. Why Lutheran and Prince of Poaco
eume ministers’ children always  should fathers have so much }  Roman Catholic churches. For
grbw up to go to church. Not so!  more influence over thispartofa | tho past 20 years, the three
Jilst 0s many lay peoplo aro dis-  child's life than mothers do? Still | chyrches havo jcinud' talents and
agpointed to discover that their  the data docan't what oughttobe | regources to provide an ecumeni-
W":h‘tﬂhda’“" don't kmm”fmﬂi - immply "‘?""}” 'l‘t‘,‘:;“m don't cal experienco for children, who
ing oy wero are pparently, if children don’
mhny sc0 their fathera committed to o represent as many as a dozen

ministers,

Eurthcrmore, 1 suspect that a
go many ministers’ kids devel-
op,a measurc of reacntment
toward the church, which has

spiritual life, they find it casy not
to take such things seriously. It's
easy for boys, cspecially, to con-
clude that faith is a feminine

area congregations,

“Kids Iearn about the shared
histery of the carly Christian
church and their shared beliefs
about Jesus,” said Maman. “The

A few of the programs ...

| Lutheran Church of the
Redeomer, 1800 W. Maple
Road, Birmingham, will host
“SonLight Island - Whore the
Son Always Shines,” from 9
a.m. to noon, June 22 through
26. The theme focuses on
Jesus' love for the children.
Staffed by 100 volunteers, tha
program draws 325 children of
varlous faiths from preschool
through grado 5. A treasure
hunt and an off-site field trip are
planned for students In grades
" 4 and 5. A moonwalk, recre-
atlonal games and supervised
races are featured for the
younger crowd. School kits for
Guatemalan childran whl be
assembled as a charlty project
with school supplles donated by
Vacatlon Bible Schoolers. To
reglster, call Kitty Swaltzer at
{248) 844-4010.

* M St; Andrew Roman Catholic
Church, 1400 Inglewood,
Rochester, I8 hosting, “Son-
Light Island - Living In the
Warmth of God’s Love,”

* "book of 1.

m “Kids go home and
teach thelr folks. R's a
great way to open the
W Flest Baptist Church of
Troy, 2601 Jokn R., Troy, Ia Mfl“' a f‘:mlly toch
holding its Nelghborhood Bible : €Ome into the chur
Time from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 - and be a part of our
m., July 27 through 31, family"
Through evangelistic Bible . ) R
lessons and misslonary starles, - Kitty Sweitzer
the program points souls to y
Christ whilo teaching how a Lutheran C”“'Igfd‘:i’:'::

Christian shoutld live, Dally ral-
lles led by an evangellst provida
the opportunity for songs, .
games and actlvities. The pro-
gram enrolis BOQ students from
age 4 to elghth grade and is
supervised by a staff of 200 vol-
untecrs. Bus transportation s

of music. “There's a lot of excite-
ment and enthusiaam. And we
teach them potriotism during
the week a8 well.”

Parents see the value of the
summer Christian education

I for all Rib-
bons and plaques are presented
during the Fridoy night awards
program. To rnglstsr, call (248)
689-4555.

H West Bloomfield United
Methodist Church, 4100 Walnut
Lake Road, West Bloomfleld, is
hosting "Antloch 49 A. D,° in
cooperation with neighboring -
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church and

from a varioty of per-
spectives. While some are quick
to volunteer as facilitators, oth-
crs stap in during the week to
begin their day with the child-
geared devotions.

“We realize that some parents
seo it as free day care for the
morning, but others see it as a
real oppartunity for God to work
in their child,” said Allen. “If
God can work in their hearts,

trom Prince of Peace Roman Cathotic  God can wark in their characters

9:30 a.m. to noon, June 22 Church, from 9 a.m. to noon, and behaviors as well.”
through 26. Set:to a troplcal August 3 through 7. Children Very few church centered sum-
theme, the emphasis |s on the learn about the birth cl the = mer edul:uhon programs would
The Bibll- church in an - be wlthout the help of
. cal adventure is facilitated by table Bible time ranging in

40 volunteers and enrolls 200
chiidren from preschool through

- grade 6. A parent program cul-
minates the waek-long activl-
ties. To register, call Dorothy at
{248) 6516401,

the Word of Ged to children in
an atmosphere that keepa them
coming back for more, Scripture
readings, Bible study, songs,
dances, crafts, gnmes, music,

corisumed 8o much of their min-  affair, This only one area of life i t N
isterial parent's time und energy. in which fathers ploy a more }:‘3; l:,ﬁ;ﬁ,‘;f &ym,,: :::In su’f‘,l::,’;
I(cc(ﬂ'lg'y, I became a grnﬂnd- xmpomnt role than mmply being | g fun, active envi oy
parent. That caused me to reflect in procreatios . -
on the years when my wifo and [ My hat is off to my fnem:l who 2;‘:2;;:;: interactive, hnnds on

were raiging our children, When
a child is born, it secms as
though an enormous length of
time stretches out from infancy
to'adulthood. 1 can't go back. The
childrearing is all over.
If I could go back, )

was eminently successful in Icuv-
ing hia children the best legacy of
all,

The Rev. Ronald Byars is pas-
tor at the First Preal:ylcrmn
Church in Bi

Week-long Vacation B|bln
School programs can be found
during tho summer months in a
myriad of churches throughout
Onkland County. Whother sim-
ply or elaborately donu, most

re

ti and even
the nnncka. aro all geared to
enhance young spiritual lives.

“Wo tako the Scripture, a lit-
tle, tiny part of the Bible, and
sing it, crnl\ it, eat it, talk it and
march to it,” said Kitty Sweitzer,
who hends tho program at
Lut.hernn Church of the

d to bring

The
program enrolls 120 children,
ages 4 to 10, and operates with
the halp of 45 vnluntosm and .
30 middtle school

age from teens Lo senior citizens,
who devote their time to bond
with chlldren through Christ.
Some even take a

o register, ke
2330,

make it kid-sized and fun, but
we're dead serious about the
children learning about their
Lord”

Pastor Steve Allen said the
Neighborhood Bible Time at
First Baptist Church of Troy has
a definite impact on the 800 chil-
dren attending the church’s 15-
hour program,

“In tho five days they learn
what the plan of salvation is and
they know that when thoy die,
they’re going to go to heaven,”
said Allen, the church’s minister

week’s vacation from their jobs
to experience the joy of teaching
thu children in a fun-filled set-

'You find that when you work
with children in a faith sitva-
tion, your own faith develops,
too,” said Maureen Schreffler,
eur]y childhood coordinator at
St. Andrew Roman Catholic
Church in Rochester. “You can
learn a lot from the children.”

“The benefit is far groater than
anyone could cver think it could
be,” added Sweitzer, “And kids go
home and teach their folks. Its o
mntwnywopenlhedoarforu
family to cemo into the church
nnd bea pm of our family.”
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