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‘Turkey population thrives with help from huntersf‘;'

Turkey hunting was, and con-

tinues to be, nothing shori of

sensational this apring with an
abundance of birds in the north-
ern Lower Peninsula. While the
DNR recoives due credit for
Michigan's blossoming turkey
lation another izati
should reccive ample accolades
for tho terrific turkey hunting
opportunities we enjoy in the
. northorn half of the Lower
. Peninsula.
<* The Michigan Wild Turkey
‘Hunter’s Associntion was catob-
. lished in 19968 and is dedicated
to the long term enhancement
and preservation of the Eaatern
wild turkey. Tho primary activi-
ty of tho associntion, which cur-
rently has three chapters - Tra-
.verso Bay, Pere Marquette and
_Mio-Au Sable River - and
. approximately 1000 membors
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statowide, is to organize, finnnce
and maintain o supplemental
winter feeding program to insure
that as many birda ns possiblo
maka it through the tough north-
orn Michigan winters.

“Wo get harsh wintera up here
and its tough on the birds,” said
former Birmingham rosident
Linda Gallaghor, socretary of tho
MWTHA. “Wo average 240 inch-
es of anow (in Antrim County). If
we didn't feed them during the
middlo of the winter they'd bo'as
scarce a8 bald ongles.”

Gallngher is known as *Tho
Turkey Lady” to the locals
throughout the northwest corner
of the state. And for good reason,
During the cold, gray, snow-
filled days of winter Gallagher

volunteera her time for six to
Sight hours o day crganizing the
turkey feeding program in Area
J and porsonally locating and
tending to flocks. During the rest
of tho year she works with lecal
land owners and farmers to cre-
ote favorablo turkey habitat and
help reduce crop damage for
farmers.

“Farmers are just s intercat-
ed in wildlife as onyone ¢lse. We
work hand-in-hand with the
farmers on a nais,”

crops.”

During n normal winter
MWTHA'’s feeding program runs
through January and February.
Feoders, filled regulariy with
corn, are placed on clevated piat-
forms in stratogic arcas where
flocks nro residing, During last
year's mild winter MWTHA still
shelled out over 100 tons of corn.

*We dg not condone feeding
deer and eclk, that's why we use
tho clevated platforms,” said

llagher, “But wo hava a any-

Y
snid Gallagher. “For tho mast
part thoy liko secing turkoys,
just not in their crops. We give
them trcea and shruba thot are
favorablo to turkeya and give
them cats and corn to plant. We
try to provide them with some
altornative food sources for
wildlife and maybe wo can keep
some (wildlife) out of their

ing about turkoys: It's cither a
fed turkey or a dead turkey.”
Anothor nico thing about the
MWTHA is that ovory penny
raised by the non-profit organi-
zation remains right here in tho
stote. MWTHA raises monoy
through a $10 annual member-
ship fce, donntions, raffles, a
turkey hunting workshop, a ban-

quet and the sale of habitat
packages.

Tho sceds farmers rective are
donated by Pheasants Forever,
which olso helpa out by donating
some corn to the program in tho
winter. Everything elso comes
from moncy raised through
memberships, donations and
fund raisera. The MWTHA
recoives no stato or federal fund-
ing and no member of the Associ-
ation receives o dimo - only the
satisfaction of knowing that the
turkoys in northorn Michigan
have survived another winter. |

“Wo spent $13,000 last year in
Areca J alone, and wo had a prot-
ty mild winter,” said Gallagher.
“We have botween 60,000 and
65,000 turkeys in northern
Michigan. That's a lot of birds.
Tho thing that worries me is the
coming winters. If we have a bad

winter we could go through twico
as much corn as we did Inst year,
“What we have to do is rench
tho hunters downstate,” ndded
Guallegher, *I know a lotlof
‘hunters came up here and ‘had
tho times of their lives, Thete
are & ton of birds up here gow
and the hunting is great.;I'm
sure hunters want that to con-
tinuo and that thoy would heliy,
but they don't know what to*do,
If wo could juat get $2 from cuch
of tham we wouldn’t havpito
gweat it out like we do” et
If you'd liko to make a dona.
tion, join, or simply learn more
about the Michigan Wild Turkey
Hunter's Associntion call Gal.
laghor at (616) 644-3302, Tia-
verse Baoy Chuptor president
Rick Riley at (616) 545-2705,:0r
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OUTDOOR CALENDAR

- CLASSES

.- FLY FISHING.

.. ‘The Michigan Fly Fishing Club
will present Fly Fighing For the
Beginner on Saturday and Sun-

. day, May 23, 24. Both day-lang

-, sessions run 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
" and will bo held at the Drayton
_ . Plnins Nature Contor. Cost is
_ .. $80 per student. Call Rick Sak
, -at {743) 484-3271 for moro infor-
., mation and to register,
-* FLY.TVING
Paint Creck Outfitters in
. Rochester offers a variety of fly
tying classes for beginners and

advanced tyers. Call (248) 650-

0440 for more information or to

make a reservation for an

upcoming class,

HUNTER EDUCATION

Wayne County Sportsmen’s Club

will hold several hunter ed:
tion classes in the upcoming
fonths at its clubhouse and
grounds in Romulus, Thesa
clnsges will be taught by certi-
fied instructors. Students must
bo present for both daya of their
ivo class. All equi

CLUBS

SOLAR

The School for Outdoor Leader-
ship, Adventure and Recreation
(SOLAR), o non-profit organiza-
tion interested in promoting the
apprecintion of autdoor activi-
ties, meets at 7:30 p.m. on the
first Tucsday, of each month at

Fishing Buddies Fishing Club
meets monthly in Rochester
Hills. The meotings are apen to
all anglers. Call (248) 656-05668
for more information.
CLINTON VALLEY BASS
Clinton Valloy Bass Anglers club
is ncekinﬁ new members (bont::rs
tera are wel

my Club during this program,

free while somo réquire a nomi-
nal fee, Ad d regi i

which begins at 8 p.m,
May 16, at Independence Oaka.
MICHIQAN'S ENDANGERED
Review tho current status of
somo of Michigan’s endangered
plants and animals during this
program, which begins at 1:30

ant
The club meets monthly at Gan-
in in Waterford

the Colony Hall in .
Call (248) 988-6658 for moro
information.

METRO-WEST STEELHEADERS
Metro-West Steclheaders meets
at 7:30 p.m. on the firet Tuesday
of each month in tho cafeterin at
Garden City High School, Call
Dominic Liparoto at (248) 476-
5027 for more information,
MICHIGAN FLY FISHING

The Michigan Fly Fishing Club
meets at 7 p.m. tho first and
third Wednesdaya of each month
at Livonia Clarenceville Junior
High School. Call (810) 478-1484
for more information.

FOUR SEASONS .

The Four Seasons Fishing Club
{&e«.;ts at 7:30 p.m. tho first

will be provided. Classes will bo
offered Aug, 29-30, Oct. 3-4, Oct.
17-18 and Nov, 7-8. Cost is.

dny of each month at the
Senior Citizen's Center in the
Livonia Civic Couter, Call Jim
Kudgj at (313) 691-0843 for mare

or A
Mike Daly at (248) 666-8910 for
more information,

BASS ASSOCIATION

p.m, day, May 23, at Inde-
pendence Oaks,

FREE WOOD CHIPS

Free wood chips from the Oak-
land County Parks Christmas
tree ‘mkcy_clin g program, will be

and a motor vehiclo permit are
required for all programs, Call
the respective porks, toll free:
Stony Creck, 1-800-477-7766;
Indian Springs, 1-800-477-3182;
Konaington, 1-800-477-3178.
ALCOHOL 8AN

An aleohol ban will be in offect
at somae metroparks until the
middle of June. Times and dates
will be posted ot cach park.
CLEAN KENSINGTON

aro nceded to help

The Downriver Bass A
& non-tournament bass club,
meets at 6:30 p.m. the fourth
Tuesday of every month at tho
Gander Mountain in Taylor, Call
(734) 676-2863 for more informa-
tion.

COUNTY PARKS

COUNTY PARK REQUIREMENTS
Advanced registration is
required for all noturo programs
at Oakland County Parks. Call
(810) 625-8473 to regiater or for
more information.

SPRING STAR PARTY

Discover the magic of the apring
skies and learn about epring con-
stellations with members of the

n May 23,
at Orion Oaks at tho Clarkston
Road Individuala are

éivo !_{umling'tonhn good spring

asked to provido their own shov-
cls und to load the chips by
hand, No motorized equipment
is nllowed and no commercial
haulers. Additional wood chip
dates aro scheduled for Juno 27,
July 25, August 29, Sept. 26 and
Oct. 31,

AMAZING AMPHIBIANS

Agea 7-11 will learn what makes
frogs, toads and amphibians spe-
cial during this program, which
begins at 1:30 p.m. Saturdny,
May 30, at Indepondence Oaks.

METROPARKS

0.50 and includes lunch both information, Nature Center staff and volun- METROPARK REQUIREMENTS
n%sé’ztg'pm-mpswr call (313) FISHING BUDDIES tecrs from the Onkland Ast ost k prog) are
! . :
< %

send you a

May 29 vs. Chicago White Sox
June 19 ve, Kansas City Royals

The Observer & Bccentric wants to
nd three of your friends (or family
members) to a Friday Night Fireworks Game!

at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday, May 16.
WILDUIFE BADOE
Junior Girl Scouta can carn their
wildlife badgo during this pro-
gram, which will bo offered Sot-
urday, May 186, at Indian
Springe. Call ahead for a reser-
vation at 1-800-477-3192.
8KY SEARCH BADAE
Junior Girl Scouts can earn their
Sky Search badge during this
program, which will be offered
Saturday, May 16, at Indian
Springs. Call ahead for a reser-
vation at 1-800-477-3192,
PRE-S3CHOOL POSIES
An casy craft project for children
and their parents begins at 10
a.m. Saturday, May 16, at Kens-

call up the web pagerat
www.mwtlio.org. -
ington. s
PINELOOPTRAIL -
Bring your binocular and explote
the new Pino Loop trail during

this program, which begins at 2
p.m. Saturday, May 16, at Keng-
ington.

ADULY NIGHT WALK :
Agea 18 and older can take o',
two-mile hike through the wopds
and meadows in searchof ~ »
wildlifo and wildflowera during
this progrom, which begins at8
p.m, Saturday, May 18, at Stony
Creck. -

POND LIFE

Ages five and older will take a--
closer look at the fascinating life
found in & pond during this pro
gram, which begins ot 1 pm.
Sunday, Moy 17, at Indian
Springs. A similar program
begins at 1 p.m. at Kensington..
DISCOVER WILDFLOWERS
Learn about woodland wildflow-
ers and then take a walkin "~
search of wildflowers during this
program, which beginas at 3 p.ii.
Sunday, May 17, at Kensington.

HORSING AROUND .
Staff from tho farm Center will’
demonstrato techniques usedto
train draft horses during this
program, which begins at 3 p.m.
Sunday, May 17, at Kensington,

June 26 vs, Cincinnati Rede

July 10 ve. Toronto Bluejays

July 17 ve, Boston Red Sox
August 7 vs, Seattle Seahawks
August 14 ve, Oakland As
September 4 ve. Cleveland Indlans

followed by

“JoeNVIsIoN”

TONIGHT  7:30 PM

“LIVE" on the Joe Louis Arena Sony Video Wall

Doors open at 6:00

Tickets available at the Joe Louts Arena Box Office
and all s Zasres locations

‘Charge by Phone 248.645.6666
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