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“Tainted™ screens
8 p.m. and 10
p.m. Monday,
May 18 at the
Star John R
Theatre on John
R near 14 Mile
Road in Madi-
son  Heights.
Tickets are $65.
Call (248) 585-
2070 for infor-
mation,

Like most pro-
fespional video
clerks, Scan Farley considered
himself something of an expert
on movies, He had written film
raviews since high school and
know what he liked and what he.
didn't,

’ JOHN
MONAGHAN

With zTainted,; local

' Then, last summer, Farloy
started kicking around the idea
of making a movie with a fellow
Suncoast Video employee. Losa
than a year loter, the 22-year-old
filmmaker is premiering hia
debut feature, “Tainted,” ot the
Star John R in Madison Heights,

Farley prefers to call his
$40,000 movie a “dark comedy
thriller” rather than a horror
movie, In it, three video clerks,
on their way to a movie in South-
ficld, cncounter a coven of vam-

pires.

Shot in 16 millimeter last
Soptember and October, the
movie uses several familiar
Detroit-arca locales: hospitals,
gas stations, private residences,
along with Thomas Video in

Clawson, and City Club in
Detroit.

“Argund here, people aron't as

used to asoing a movie being

- shot, so they're a little more
cooperative,” Farley snid. *It's a
simple caso ot supply and
demand. There are maybe three
people at a time filming in
Detroit where thore are 30,000
in L.A. in New York”

Farloy, who lives in Warren,
began his movie career in 1986
at the age of cight, with a small
part ie the Sam Raimi-dirccted
“Crimewave.” His video atore
jobs, first at Warren's Video Zone
and later at Sunconst, Mepired
some of the bits in tho film.

*Some of the customers in our

film were inspired by real cus- -

tomers,” he said, “particularly
the oddballa that would come in
on an almost dnily basis.”

Full of ideas, but little techni-
cal experience, Farley enlisted
tho help of Brian Evans, n stu-
dent at Columbia College in Hol.
lywood, to do the directing and
cinematography. Robert St. Mary
also wears several hats on the
project, including co-producer,
sound mixer, and co-editor.

The cast is comprised of actora
Farley and Evans met while per-
forming on stage in “Stalag 17"
at the Macomb Center for the
Performing Arts. Farley plays
J.T., one of the clerks, but insists
he's not the star. “Actually, I'm
billed third on the poster,” he
said. .

Part of Monday's $5 ticket

Action: Dusan Cechvala (Alex, left) and Jason Bouer'* -
(Slain) in a scene from “Tainted.

Farley and company shop it
around to studios (New Line,
Fox, and Tri-Mark have already
expressed interest). There will
also bo another screening June 1

-at the Magic Bog in Ferndale. 3
*To me, ‘Tainted’ will always be * at it objectively”

“flmmaker is out for blood :

»

five guys into movics ucrcw‘;'m‘g
around with the comera,” Fafley
said. “I'm not saying it'a hot
good, but I know everybody opuif,
what went into it, so it's hard,for
me to step back and really Igok

-

Action

‘Deep Impact’ crash lands;

i v

al lottery which will send a mil-
lion rogular folke under 50
(along with some hand-picked
experts like nows reporters and
military personnel) to begin life
anew in underground caves, N

thritter: Tva
Leoni findg~
-herself face-
to-face with -
the Presidépt
of the United,,
States (Mor-5-
gan Free- -2%.
man) in
“Deecp ==
| Impact.” =

rebutld. Cauldn't he run.for office
in 2000 jnstead of Al Gore? »
What bugged me most abaut
“Deep Impact” was how seriously
director Mimi Leder ("The Peace-
maker”) took all this hakum.

There's p

Even “Indi Day” (which

for everyone in “Deep Impact.”
Older audiences should relate to
the Robert Duvall character, a
John Glen-style astronaut
brought along on the space mis-
sion for his first-hand experience
with Iunar, landings. His younger
crew mates consider him little
more than a PR gesture.

may well have been made by
robots) poked fun at its own por-
tentousness, realizing that it was
nothing more thon a B-movie
with A-gradoe special effects.
“Deop Impnct” ian't bad

“enough to mako it a guilty. plea.

sure nor good enaugh to make
you believe for a accond. It's a
90-minut d to some

Kids, X suppose, will appi
the hokey premise that the
teenage Wood must marry his
high school sweetheart so that
she can join him in the caves.
Just don’t tell me it'a a coinci-
dence that the girl, Leelee
Sobieski, looks just like a junior
version of "Twister's” Helen
Hunt.

Morgan Freeman plays the
President and he pulls the role
off with his usual offortleas
nuthority. He elicits genuine rev-
erence when he tells the world
that.we have probably lost the
fight, but we can prevail and

truly awesome effects, including
a shot of the Statue of Liberty
almost werth the price of ndmis-
sion.

The worst part: we have to sit
through the whole thing again
when “Armageddon,” o second
big mcteor movie, lands later
this summer.

John Monaghan welcofes
your.calls and commentallo
leave John a voice mail message,
dial (734) 953-2047 on a touch-
tone phone, mailbox 1866.

-

Main (at 11 Mile Road), Royal
Oak. Call (248) 542-0180 for
information. ($6.60; $4 stu-
denta/scniors and matinees; $3
twilight)

“The Butcher Boy” (Ireland-
1998). Tho movies of Neal Jordan
(“Interview with the Vampire®
and *The Crying Game"} leave
me as fascinated na they do cold.
Expect the same here as social
and emotional forces turn u
young boy into a killer, :

“The Big One” (USA-1998).
The latest from Flint boy-made-
good Michael Moore (“Rogoer and
Mo”) ghot during his recent book
tour. Along the way he confronts
corporationa who continue to
downsize to the dotriment of
employces everywhere.

“The Spanish Prisoner™
(USA-1998). Campbell Scott
glnyu‘ o young hunineumn‘n who
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" b a prolonged battle with Amy-
otrophic Lateral Sclerosis, come
L/ monly known as Lou Gehrig's
Disease.
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ship with a mysterious tycoon
(Steve Martin), Expect plenty of
faacinating verbal interplay. in
this lotest film written ond
directed by David Mamet (“Glen-
garry Glen Ross™,

“Two Girls and a Guy"”
(USA-1997), Shot in real time,
this examination of a love trian-
gle atars Rebert Downey, Jr.,
Heather Grabam, and Natasha
Gregson Wagner. Dirocted b,

Jumcs Teback. - !

Maople Art Theatre — Maple
at Telegraph, Bloomficld. Cell
{2 56-8090 for infarmnu_om

e $4 beforo 6 pam.)
“Deja Vu” (USA-1898). Anath-

er talkfest from writer/direetr
Henry Jaglom, this time about
the strange relationship thut can
sometimes develop hetween
strangers. Victoria Foyt co-wrote
and stars with Stephen Dillane
and Vanessa Redgrave.

“Mcn With Guns” (USA.
997). John Sayles’ latest, filmed

-in Mexico, about a doctor from

the big city who scts out discaver
what happencd to his students
who he sent out into the poorest
parts of the South.-American jun-

gles.

Redford Theutrn - 17360
Lahser, Redford. Call (313} 537-
25680 for information. ($2.50) *

“That Midnight Kiss” (USA -
1949). 8 p.m. Friday, May 1; 2
p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday, May
16 (organ overture begins o-haif
hour before show time). Mario
Lanza was hailed ns the new
Caruso in his screen debut ss 8
singing truck driver. He falla.for
a Philade’phia heiress (Katbryn
Graysan) who wants to be an
opera singer in thia lighter-thmr-
air MGM musical. o

Southfield Centre for ihe
Arés - 24360 Southficld Road,
Southficld. Call (248) 424-9022
for information. ($3) Lyt

“The Btranger” (USA.1947).
7 p.m. Friday, May 15. Orson
Welles, in an attempt to show
HUO thay he sculd maks 2 con-
veontional thriller, directed and
starred in this thriller about an
escaped Nazi hiding out as a col-
logo professor in o small New
England town.
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