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IVan Halen welcomes a down-to-earth new singer -

-Te-Van Halen bassist Michacl
Anthony, now lead singer Gary
Cherone is a God-send.

. =He's very down to earth, He
doeln’t have ‘LSD Syndromo.
Thaya what we call ‘lead singer
disgnso’ where it's Hke all the

o plancts rotate around the singer.

He's just a very down-to-earth
guy,” Anthony said,

Ho added that ho was the only
member of Van Halon who was
familiar with Cherone’s former
band, Extreme, before the trio

Cherone.

“I had met Gasy five years ago
at o concert thoy played. We all
knew that he was a talented
singer, though, But it's probably
more about how he is as a per-
son, When you'ro in a band, it's
like yow're married to one anoth-
er in this business,” he said,

It only took probably for him
to got out of the car for us to say,
‘Hey, this is it Forty-five min-
utdd later we wrote ‘Without
You!' ™

“That single, from tho band's
debyt effort with Cherone, “Van

afen 11" (Warner Bros.) proved
to be successful. .

For the recording of “Van
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BACKSTAGE Detroit Public
- PASS Teloviaion's
Spring fund-
raieing events
are over.. Some
of these big
eventa are like
the holidays:
You have a little
nog, visit with
{riends you only

ANN  gee at that time,
DELIS!  and really enjoy
them while

they're happening. But when
but when things go back to nor-
mal; you breathe a huge sigh of
relief.

We really are creatures of
habit. Even the things that
break up our routinea are some-
times, well, routine, They hap-
pen every year like clockwork,
and we mark our calendars and
walt for them to come around to
divert us, .

. The same is true in Detroit’
arts and cultural events. - Many
take place each year, and while
they grow and evolve and boast
bigger and better acta each year,
we look forward to them partly
because of the continuity of the
happaning. With the city on the
brink of the summer featival sea-
son, a whole slew of annual
events arc on the slate, and
Backstage Pass is primed to
bring them to you.

COMING
ATTRACTIONS

Halen I11,” not only did Anthony,
drummer Alex Van Halen, and
guitarist/vocalist Eddie Van
Halen, bring along a new singer
but a new producer as well -
Miko Post, Post is best-known for
composing the theme song to tho
TV show “Hill Street Blucs.”
Originally, Glen Ballard was
chosen to produce the album, but
he was committed to doing Ala-
nis Morissetts's second album.
“Ed knew Mike Poat because
they had golfed together a couplo
from times, They were casuanl
acquaintances. ... Mike Post was
actually Gary’s idea. He did stuff’
years ago. He produced and won
o Grammy for Mason Williama.
Ho played guitar on all of Sonny
and Cher’s recordings. He got fed
up with that end of tho business
because he nevar got his big
break,” Anthony aaid of Post.
“By going into that other
aspoct of the business he got
quite famous.” . .
The new bloed in the band was
inspirational to Van Halen in o
few ways, Anthony explained.
“He writes great lyrics for one
thing. This is the firat album
that Eddie will tell you lyrically

This weck, for instance, Gary
Graff will previow the 16th
annual Downtown Hoedown,
America’s largest free country
music festival. I spoke with
Mike Watta, tho Hoedown's exec-
utive director, about the event
that every year kicks off
Detroit's summer featival scason
in Hart Plaza. *This year's the
strongest in the history of the
event, with acta like Pam Tillis,
Nenl McCoy, and Lorrie Morgen,
as well as tho hottest new 3““

i d a lot of his songwriting.
Usually the music camo firat,
we'd create & melody and put a
lyric to that.” .

Cherone has also inapired the
band to travel to countries like
Now Zealand and Auatralis,
which the 10-year-old band had
never visited. X

“Right from the got-go, the '
shows were great. It'a actunlly
the first time we ever played
over there, We had singers in the
past who have never wanted to
ffo there,” Anthony eaid. X

“Figuros, now that Sammy's
not in the band, ho's down there
right now. Maybe his wife want-
ed to go thore.”

Van Halen and Creed perform
at 8 p.m, Tucsday, May 19, The
Palace of Auburn Hills, 2 Cham-
plonship Dr. (I-76 and Lapeer
Road), Auburn Hills. Tickets are
$£40 and 827.60 reserved for the
all-ages show. For more informa-
tion, call (248) 377-0100 or visit
http:! lwww.palacenet.com.

« The Verve Pipe is slated to
receive an ASCAP award Mon.
day, May 18, in Los Anglea for
the song “The Freshman," which

about the great music, but about
whero the money goes, too!

Also on tho Big Show, Gary
Anderson will host a perfor-
mance from Part One of “Angels
in America,” Tony Kushner's
Pulitzer and Tony Award (along

 with juat about overy other the-

was dubbed one of the top 60 sin-
gles of 1997,

The Enst Lansing-based band
will roturn to the studio at the
end of June with producor
Michael Beinhorn to record ite
follow-up to the platinum-seliing
album “Villains.” Beinhorn's
credits include Bocinl Distor-
tion’s “White Light, White Heat,
White Trash,” the Red Hot Chili
Peppers’ “Mother's Milk,” Social
Asylum's “Grove Dancers
Union,” Ozzy Osbournc's
*QOzzmeosis,” and the Violent
Femmes' “Why Do Birda Sing?”
RCA Records hopes to relcase
the album by fall.

Verve Pipe fans who can't wait
that long to hear new material
can pick up the soundtrack to
the film “The Avengers” (Atlantic
Records) on July 7. It will fea-
ture “Blow You Away,” a song
that singer Brian Vander Ark
wrote with XTC’s Andy Par-
tridge.

« Steve Poltz'a ballad “Leavin’
Agalg,” from his solo debut *Ona
Left Shoe® (Mercury) waa sched.
uled to be featured in the season
finale of Fox's “Party of Five” He

Backstage Pass gets back to normal

them to the professional talent.
And the other part of it is that

Meadow Brook is able to take on

more challenging picces.
“Geoffroy Sherman directs,
‘What he's done is to try to make
this company of professionals
and ungergrnduutex a cohesive

ater award |
cpic. Gary ran the show down to
me. “This is the first of a two-
part play that looks at the AIDS
epidemic, homosexuality and
co_nsgrvntiug during tbe’luunn

It's an interest

like Matt King, Sammy K
Melodie Crittenden, and the
hottest of them sall, the Dixie
Chicka.™ Other acta on the bill
include Ruby Lovett, Rodney
Allen Atkins, Suzy Bogguss,
Mark Cheanutt, the Thopmson
Brothers, Daryle Singletary and
Keith Harling, among others.

The Hoedown not only gets
bigger stars every year, atten-
dance grows, too. Mike said,
*With the beautiful weather
they're predicting, we plan on
seeing gver a million people this
year. Alrendy over 20 million
have attended since the cvent
began in 1982, Most of the
hotels downtown are already
sold out,

*“And Proceeds from the Hoc-
down benefit the City of Detroit
Recreation Department. So this
money filters down to parks and
to children who play in them.”
So you can feel good not only

ing picce that’s probably more
. ambitious than most American
play writing today. It tries to
approach these subjecta in a
manner that elicits thought and
action from the audionce - it
oska them to explore just what
the socinl responsibilities are,
and addresscd iasues of toler-
ance in America, which were
chsnllenged by the AIDS cpidem-

ic.
Gary told me that-the show is
A-breaking- i h

gr in

respect, too. “Angels’ kicks off a
collaboration between the Oak-
1and University Department of
Music, Theatre and Dance and

challenge because it's a piece
that addresses somo big issucs
for undergradustes. But it push-
ca them to grow.”

1 asked Gary what space will
be used for this new collabora-
tion. *The main performance
apace for the department is the
Varner Studio Theatre. It's a

smaller space, so they had to
a' down to make it fit.

pare ‘Angel:

Some of the spectacle of the
Broadway show doesn't really
occur here. In a way, that's o
good thing, because it focuses the
production on the quality of the

work, the quality of the writing.”
Also

on the big ahow, we'll pre-
view the annual student exhibi-
tion at Detroit's Center for Cre-
ative Studies, and in honor of the
Hoedown, we'll get country-influ-
from
WDIV's Devin Scillian and Ham-
d band, the Vole-

enced performances

tramek-b

dow Brook, a professi
theater entity that's Jong been
houscd on Oakland’a campus.
The partnership benefita both
parties. It's a good experience
for the atudent, becausa it forces
them to stretch, and the exposes

beats,

That's all on Backstage Pass on
Detroit Public Televisian tonight
at midnight, repeated Friday at

7:30 pm.

STREET SCENE

was coy about the scenc in which
it will be vsed. However, the
lyrics “You can say you're comin’
back/You can sny you're leavin’/l
wish that you would et me
know/So I can start my grieving”
Jead to the break-up of Julia and
Griffin's marriage.

*Charlie's gonna dic. Bailey's
gonna start drinking again and
little Claudia's violin is going to
be stoten. No, I don't know what
going to happen,” Poltz said with
a laugh during his show Friday
night at the Mill Street Entry in
Pontiac.

“Maybe they'll play it when
Neve Campbell (‘Julia') is mak-
ing love to that husband of hers
(Griffin, played by Jeremy Lon-

A

“Deep Impact!

don). Whet about that guy? Héw'
always whining about money.
What & Joser. Get a job.”

Poltz, the lead singer of the!
quirky pop band The Rugburng,;
also co-wrote “You Were Meant,
for Mc* with Jewel, While pery
forming the song Friday, hel
stopped after the line “Got my;,
eggs, got my pancakes too/Got-
maple syrup/Everything but’
you” and vaid, “You know a guy
didn't write the next line.” Poltz
went on to sing with an exagger-
ated smile “Break the yolks and
make a amiley face” .

He also did acoustic covers of
“Waterfalla” by TLC and “Red
Corvette™ by Prince. -

THRILLER WIT

is solid ‘and intellige

‘ with.tension, authenticity ‘and -
heart:squeezing emotion.”

“KICK THE SUMMER BLOCKB

SEASON OFF EARLY

‘ . gut
. eyeé-opening blast of a.mavie experie:

cast and awe-inspiring spec

XTY SECOND PREVIEW

‘Angels’ prceents a By

LAYING

effect:
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Scheduled to oper. Friday, May 8

“DITP IIPACT*

ScHfi thriller telts how peopie on earth
desl with sn impending collision with an
astesoid.

Romantic comady about 8 straightdaced
Iaw clork's blind date with & beautiful
young woman that rosulla in an evening
of nonstop sdventure.

Scheduled o open Friday, May 15

, “THR QUEST FOR CAMILOT®
Thvilling adventure set In a magical

| world, Timeiass legands and contempo-

oy humor 8re intertwined with images
croated by some of the wortd’s most dis-
tinguishod animation artists.

“BULLWONTH®

A depressud L1.S. Senator finds himselt
saying publicty for the first time what
he's always known to be trua sdout
1ace.end wealth In Amerlca, Stars Wor-
ren Bestly.

“CHARACTER™

Exclusively at the Landmark Maln The-
atra!'A story of passion and emdillon
obout a father and son focked i 8 steug:
gHe to destroy each other. Sters Fadja
van Huet.

SCIRNESE BOX"

Exclusivety et tha Maln Art, Romantic
meiqdrama of impossible cross<ultural
love etwoen o British journalist 8ad &

. format prostitute,

"THNE HORSE WIRSPERIR®
Basad on Kicholes Evans' bast-selling
novel of a mother's quest Lo save her
a horsa driven

wert Reofatd.

“SHOOTING FSN"
A tast-paced and infectious romp
rough the tertitory of lova, Ingenulty

and ravenge that updates the romantic
coper comedy,

e ..

Sparkling sof
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by Celine Dion, Bryan

Gank SHALIT - THE TODAY SHOW

“EXCITING AND ENCHANTING. HAPPILY-EVER-AFTER ENTERTAINMENT.

ngs sung

White and others.”

2 g

Toesiar enm

“Absolutely magical.
A family event with
enchanting characters

and songs.”
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