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think I'm one of tho londing tax
cutters in the state Legislature.”
_The Scaato financo committee
vice chairman, Bullard said his
bill to cut the incomo tax rate
from 4.4 to 3.9 porcent was just
approved laat weck by the full
Senate. It now goes to the House
for its consideration. )
: Bullard and Dobb faced each
other bofore. In June 19886,
Bullard beat out Dobb to win a
apecial clection to fill the Senate
scnt vacated by West Bloom-
field’s Honigman, who resigned

duo to health problems, Bullard
moved over from the state
House, wheroe he served 14 years
in tho 38th District.

House raco

State Rep. Andrew Raczkows-
ki, R-Farmington Hills, won't
face primary opposition this
year, but he will also face a
rewnatch.

Raczkowski will face Demo-
cratic challenger Stove Dibort,
D-Farmington, in the race for o
two-year term in the 37th Dis:
trict. Both candidates are unop-

posed in the August primary and
aro assured placea on the
November ballot. In November
1996, Raczkowski took the seat
with 58 poreent of the vote,

In o proaa release, Raczkawski
aaid ro-clection would “position
him to catapult into a leadership
position where ho can be even
more offective at addreasing
iasues that affect Farmington
and Farmington Hills and gov-
ernment wasto,”

Raczkowski described his first
term as “extremely productive”
and noted that ho would strive to
continuo with results-oriented
leadorship.

“My teachers told me that the
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proof is .in the pudding,”
Raczkowski stoted, “In public
service, | belicve the proof is in
results.”

He said those include: support-
ing threo tax cuts in 1997-88;
lending the fight for parcnts to
maintain the right tho decide
whether their child tekes the for-

mer High School Proficioncy Test

(now again known us tho
MEAP); and co-sponsoring the
bill that to allow a $180 per vehi-
cle auto insurance rebate,
Dibert is touting a 10-point
plan “to fix Michigon's embar-
rassing jnfrustructuru" which

common ecnsc approach to tack-
ling the infrostructure crisis we
now face,” Dibert snid. “We necd
to fix tho ronds and fix them
right with real and long-term
solutions.”

Besides roads, Dibert will

address the issucs of improving
public education and *demand-
ing caro for our senjor citizons.”

His campaign will also be “giv-
ing tho voters a very vinble alter-
native .., It's going to be an excit-
ing campaign,” he said,

Dibert wos involved in Farm-
ington's downtown “Visioning”
process and is a mpmber of the
Farmingt i Hill

some to bo a multi-bil
lion dollar problem.
“This 10-point plan is a simplo

on/Fa; 8
Commigeion on Children, Youth
and Families.
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school in 1879.

This time, the committeo will
be a joint operation and city
attornoys and officials must still
work out representation from
the two communities and other
details.

Once it's sot, the building
authority will asacss nceds for
the court and options for fund-
ing, according to Frank Lauhoff,
Farmington city manager.

At the same moeting last
weck, Walsh and court officials
asked that the cities baost the
court building fund by increasing
the curront set-nside of $5 por
civil infraction to $10.

Farmington Hilla officials
agreed; Farmington didn't.

“The more monoy we have in
this fund,” said Farmington Hilla
Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi, “the less
borrowing we will have to do on
a new building. We would like to
do it without undue pressure on
the taxpayers.”

Hills council members were
unanimous in thoir support.
“Farmington Hills thought that
somo of the money ahould be
used immediately for improved
security and we're going to rec-
ommend that to the building
autharity,” Vognozzi said.

Farmington officials, on the
other hand, preferred to let the
committee study the court needs
first, before boosting the building
fund - which takes money from
the revenues tha court returns to
cach city’s budget. .

Lauhoff said there wasn't
enough information presented on
the need to boost the building
fund, which is estimated to bo
more than $300,000 by this bud-
get yeor's end in June,

“Wae felt strongly that it wes
important to havo a plan,” said
Farmington Mayor Mary Bush.
She noted that the first priority
for tho court scemed to be deal-
ing with tho security issuo, while
the second waa parking.

Walsh outlined the needs by
compnring the courthouse on 10
Mile west of Powor with other
neighboring communities’ courta.

The 47th District building - a
former school building - is
18,870 square feot, making it 38
percent smaller than the next
smallest courthouse, Livonia.
Both have two judges, with 31
full-timo staff in Farmington and
36 in Livonia,

All tho neighboring courts arc
housed in buildings built to be
courthouscs, Welsh said. That
makos a differonce. Tho public
area ig limited to a narrow hall-
way which doesn’t allow spaco
for a motal dotector and requires
prisoner transport through it.

Tho entrance to the building
also isn't usor-friendly, Walsh
said, and no attornoy-client or
victim/witness rooms are avail-
able. Storage also isn't adequate.

Ono jury deliberation room
baroly accommodates the chairs

and o table. “It's almost some-.

thing you'd see out of a Benny
Hill show,” Walsh said.

Once the cities officially re-cre-
ate .the building authority,
Walsh said, "it will be the
roaponaibility of the building
authority to make tho decisions
about where, how much, what
type of funding ...”

Vugnozzi said he expecled
Farmington Hills will tako up
the issue in the next 50 days.

Roads
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center-turn lnne, Gushman said.

Coupled with MDOT bridge
projects in Farmington Hills,
near M-5 and Orchard Lake
Road, traffic ia gotting heavier
in other parts of tho city.

“We may bo carrying heavier
traffic through downtown due to
the ongoing work on the
bridges,” Gushman said. “People
may be rerouting themsclves.

“Obviously, you have a heavier
(traffic) lond on surrounding
arcas as people avoid construc-
tion.”

According to Lauhoff, “there
will bo significant lane closurcs”
near the Nino Mile-Farmington
bridge until late summier.
Besides adding the new roadway
on top of the bridge, workers for
Posen Construction Co, will bo
doing plenty of work undorneath
- stripping off conerote and
painting. To protect motarists
from dobris, the lanes will bo
reduced, .

“You can't imagine how hard it
is to tear down @ bridge with
traffic going underneath it,” said
Lauhoff, N

The delay in bridge work was
due to a recent study by MDOT
and the contractor comparing
using ateel or concrete to support
tho span, after it was found the
bridge was more deteriorated
than first anticipated. Lauhoff
said it was finally decided to go
with the steel support beams,

Lauheff thanked residenta for
cooperating with the city's suc-
cessful paving program.

Tho city program had been
cstimatod at costing about
$450,000. But on Monday, Gush-
man ssid it was closer to
$400,000, with $260,000 for con-
creto paving and $150,000 for
asphait, -

Meanwhile, if driving around
town has become more nerve-
wracking due to the construc.
tion, driving within tho Down-
town Farmington Center park-
ing lot should be much easier.

Gushman said a $10,000 scal-
cont and reatriping project was
to be comploted Monday. Moat of
the lot was already open, with
brighter lano markings, pedes-
trinn crossings and arrows paint-
ing cars in the right direction.

It really did improve the traf-
fic flow in there,” Gushman said.
«.. There's a batter definition of
whero the aistes are and which
direction you're supposed to be
going.”
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