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While many of the photos in
“And I Still See Their Faces” are
dreamily pleasant and idyllic,
the emerging hiatorical context
in which they woru taken casts a
dark shadow of horror and indig-
nation,

Like arbiters of fate, viewers
know what liea ahead for those
in the photos — infants, adoles-
cents, nnive young women, fear-
less young men and wearied
elders.

The quict reflection and com-
munal joy of family life reflected
in the photes will soon turn into
a barbarous nightmare ~ the
Holocaust.

Looking around at the exhibit,
Nothman recalled being raised
in an orthodox Jewish home in
Chmielnik, in southern Poland.

Since the day in 1942 when

she and her fumily were ordered
by the Nazis to line up in the
town square to be sent to concen-
tration camps, Nothman has
been asking a simple question:
“How could God let this hap-
pen?”
What is the lesson?

Some of the photos in the

oxhibit were smuggled out of the
burning Warsaw Ghetto set afire

by the Nazis, while many are the-

only lasting images of the fami-
lies of the survivers who've since
immigrated to the United States,
Israel and Canada,

The exhibit was developed by
Golda Tencer, director of the
Kaminska State Jewuh Theatre
and the Shalom Fi in

and the wealthy closs revenl the
strength of a culture bound by
the tenots of Judaism and com-
munity, aaid Rabbi Charles
Rosenzveig, founder and exocu-

, tive director of the Holocauat

Memorial Center in West Bloom-
fiold.
Even the impoverished people

in the photos, said Rescnzveig,

. Never forget .
For Sonia Nothman's husband

carry themasclves with dlgmty
and a sense of purpose.

Many of the pensants would
wark 10-12 hour days, then
study Judaism when they got
home,

“They showed us that educa-
tion is the greatest thing that we
can give our children, not mntu-

they can reach.”

But ultimately, “And I Still
See Their Faces” induces o
catharsis, nat just for aurvivors,
but for anyone searching to
make moral sense out of a centu-
ry of genocide, from the Holo-
caust to the crimes of Boania.

The questiona become more
complex. .

Nate, thero's no distinction from
the past to the present.

Like his wife, Nothman spenks
publicly to students and other
groups about what he witnessed
as a survivor and escapee of o
Nazi camp,

rinl weaith,” snid R
*“The Hol t showed how

Warsaw.

Collectively, the hundreds of

photos of peasants, merchants
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low human beings can stoop.
This exhibit shows how high

The six-month contract will keep
him on tour through September.

Looking the part

While some kids his nge make
a few bucks cutting lawns or
delivering Keen is

at Pierce, and his sister, Lauren,
Nathan realizes that he holds o
coveted role in “Ragtime.”

The Little Boy in E.L. Doc-
torow's story about the music
and personalities at the dawn of
tho 20th century delivers the
ion thnt apens both acts in

in one of the most critically

acclaimed musicals of the year.
Recently, the Brondway preduc-
tion of “Ragtime” received a
near-record 13 Tony Award nam-
inations.

“Thie is an opportunity of a
lifetime,” said Christopher Keen,
Nathnn's father and constant
companion.

Keen is at his son’s side during
rchearsals and performances.
And he makes surce that Nathan
is not only prepared for his on-
stage role, but for the daily
achool assignments dclivered by
an on-lecation tutor.

“As a family we've made a sac-
rifice,” he said. “We realize that
we may net have another
chance”

Despite soaring phone bills
and terminal homesickness for
his mother, Kim, n voeal teacher

the'musical.

With high-profile roles in “Les
Miscrables,” “Beauty and the
Beast,” and “Oliver!” among his
impressive credits, Keen ia

* building the type of resume that
often leads to fitm and television
roles.

But Christopher Keen, an
anceomplished pianist who has
served as musical director for
productions by the Detroit Ballet
and Bleomficld Players, is care-
ful about sounding like a “stoge
parent.”

“We try to keep things normal,
We don't treat him like a star,”
he said. “In this business, you
just take things to the length of
your contract.”

That’s o tough reality for any
actor, regardless of age.

But the attention, ad

itted

for the longings for heme.

“I think he fovea knowing that
people came to the theater and
enjoyed his work,” gnid Christo-
pher Keen.

And rccent!y, thc_ro has been

During the war, Nothman was
one of the incarcerated workers
at the home of the infamous
Commandant Get, portrayed by

Ralph Ficnes in “Schindler's
List.”

Even in the inhumane condi-
tions of war, the murderous Gat
became known for his monstrous
acts of brutality,

Nothman's dutios included
burying corpses aftor Get's mur-
derous rampages through an
orphanage and home for the
aged.

At ono point, Nothman
recalled being asked into Got's
home quarters whero he inad-
vertently sat in the comman-
dant’s chair. Get pulled out a
gun and held it to Nothman's
head, only to be aparcd when
Get's maid pleaded with him.

Shortly after, Nothmon
recalled that Get took off his hol-
ster and hended for the shower,

“Why didn't I act? Take that

gun and 1 would've saved so
many ponplu. he said. “Why,
why, w

But th—m Nothman’s wife,
Sonia, nudges him.

“OK, OK,” he said to himself.
“I'm over there, I must come
back now.

Thero nnd bock. The past
bound inseparably with the pre-

’I‘hu sepia tone mmht ‘have
seoped into the photos in “And I
Still Seo Their Faces,” but the
memories roused by the exhibit
are as sharp s the pain carried
for the Jast 50 yeara..

Like other survivors, tho Noth.
mans believe their responaibility
- and burden — is to romember,

It's up to nnyonn who hears
their story to ask, “Wh;

Arts orgamzatlons look to future

Cultural organizationsa are
driven by artists who arc not
typically the best business peo-
ple. Sometimes marketing gets
Toft to tho last minute, which is o
problem if you want people to
know about events and programs
you offer.

“S i we have enough to’

some

Shortly before the opening, the
“Ragtime” cast performed exclu-
sively for President and Mrs.
Clinton and & Who's Who of U.S.
dignitaries.

During the photo session fol-
lowing the performance, Clinton
stood with his hands firmly
placed on Keen’s shoulders for
what Nathan described as “a
really Iong time.”

koop us busy 48 hours a day,”
snid Barbara Kvatchman, presi-
dent of Southfield-based Art-
Serve Michigan, an umbrolla
organization of arts groupsa.
“We'ro not proactive.”

But that’s about to change,

ArtServe, and a range of cul-,

tural inatitutions and arts
groups are banding togethor to
suppou thn new $4.2- milhon

Nathan's indelible i
of the mnn in the White Houae:
“He's reelly tall.”

Since the time he was “young,”

about age 5, Koen said he's
wanted to perform.
. He rocalled seoing the
“Nuteracker” at the Fox Theatre,
and thinking, “I want to do
that.”

A mncre five years later, he

he slightest hint of

the Keens, does provide a salve
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stagoe fnght with a reminder: *I
can do this.”

Performing, he acknowledged,
must be in the genes,

Commu-
. nity Partnership for Cultural
Participation.

’I‘ho goal of the unp d d

new ways to engage people in
cultural programs.

& “Colebration of Culture”
Campaign —~ An ongoing program
to help increase awareness, and
a greater appreciation of cultural
progrnmn in the metro Detroit

I ‘Cultural Tnformation Net-
work ~ Develop a "cultural Yel
low Pages” of arts organizations
to help residenta and visitors
know what cultural programs

and events are offered and how
to get involved. It will also assist
cultural organizations get the
information they need to tailor
and market programs to reach
new and more diverse

gaid Mariam Noland, presidont
of The Community Foundation.

On an ongoing baais, the
Urban Institute of Washington,
D.C. will ovaluate the program
to cnaure gonla aro being met,
said Larry Coppnrd, senior pro-
joct consultant at The Communi.
ty Foundation.

“The funding was the impetus
that brought us to the table,”
eaid Kratchman. *It's a now
opportunity for ua to face the
challenges of tho future.”

In particular, the proposed
forums and network ia already
created a sense of camaraderic,

“There's a tremcndoua cormng

her of org: " said

M Venturo Fund to Promote
Cultural Participation — A $1.7
million source of fundlng to sup-
port mnovnhvo cummumty out-

is to i
awaroncss and participation in
the arts in the region.

The initiative qunched in late
March by the Community Foun-
dation for Southeastern Michi-
gan, has these major compo-

nents:

® Cultural Forum - A series of
activities that will bring peaple
together from across inatitution-
al, geographical, professional
and cthnic lines to learn about

reach and
projects by cultural organiza.
tions.

M Endowment ~ A $1.2 million

Bettie Buss, dlructnr of Policy
Projects for Detroit Renaissance,
and o member of the “Celcbra-
tion of Culture” Cnmpmgn com-
mittee.

The program targets a seven.
county region surrounding the
Cnty ol‘ Dotxvlt, And invulvu cul-

program to provide a
source of grant funds to help cul-
tural organizations dcvulop com-
munity-outreach pro

The grants will te dmpersed
over a {ive-year pcnod

“We need to give exposure to
the various cultural activities,
and bring the arts down to con-
crete experiences for people,”
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course, function.

Tall, small, straight, swirling,
nhnped as an. apple,.a_flower, 2
peraon, a reworked carburetor
and perhaps even a bizarre sexu-
al toy, the teapats clearly reflect
o 1990s eclectic sensibility.

And with a modest sticker
price, the unpota also reflect the
consumers’ quest for o good buy.

Perhaps to persuade visitora to
her gallery that "art” is indeed
for everyone, Kuffler is steadfast

g art affordable,

In addition to the teapots, the

paintinga, ceramics, jowelry and
glass sculptures in her spacious
3,600-square-foot gallery is filled
with works of emerging artists.

By searching for up-and-com-
ing artists, Kuffler contends that
she's offering quality without the
sticker shock found at most gal-
leries,

“Price doesn't tranalate into
quality,” said Kuffler, who noted
that prices for the work of one of
America’s foremost ceramic
artists, Warren MacKenzic, usu-
ally falls under $100.

t type of common man phi-
losophy is similar to a'recent
movement in the Japancse art-
world. referred to ns “Mingei,”

Kuffler,
l"i‘hg Jlbpmnu believe art
L be
she said. “And it cortainly
shouldn’t be for elitist, or only
for those who can afford it

In the age of rampant con-
sumerism, Kuffler is making the
case that art can be overyono's
cup of tea. *
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