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Author recalls the

of 1950s baseball and boys

Tho Heroos of Henley's Woods
Hy Mike Worden
tGold Leaf Press, $14.95)

By HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WIITER

Couldn't
catch, could-
'n't  throw,
coulda't hit,
If you were
u  boy in
1 1950 Ameri-
“ca that was
©the waddest
» Yitany of atl.
That waos-
. when basebalt
* reaily mattered, and 1 was awful.
I By the time I got to junior high
> xchoa), T renlized I wouldn't be a
 Kaline, Kuenn or even third
; steiog an the school team. So for
+ two years I was the team equip-

19508 television and a wealth of
other nostalgic tugs.

The bays nll have colorful nick-
names {all real baseball playera
have nicknames). They're 8
brainier bunch than my boyhood
companions — writing poetry and
devising “all poet™ bascball
teams, discussing world affairs
with a soldier home on leave,
engaging in ondless games of
wordplay and discussing the fino
points of bascball rules and his-
tory. Two of the players are tho
team managers. There are fow
adults here except occasionally
in the stands and a kindly bene-
fuctor.

Worden imagines himself as
Mickey Warden, first baseman
and team leader. His best friend
is Sneaky, the weakeat player
and smartest guy on the team -

Worden writes about a trip to
Michigan and Trumbull and the
near religious experience of four
young boys as thoy enter what
was then Briggs Stadium, where
the gross was 8o green it secemed
unreal. Worden's description
will stir many fond mémorics. As
he writes, truly, “The Eiffel
Tower, tho Taj Mahal and the
ancient pyromids moy be some-
thing to bohold, but they don’t
play ball there.” )

His descriptions of the boys'
gamos is dotailed, sometimes
humorous {trick playa), dramatic
and from a kid's oye view.

Deapite some anachronisms
and too much sophistication
(especially in the word games),
Worden teolls his story well. For.
anyono who grew up in Dotroit
the story has special appoal, but
anyonc who romembers when

*ment and scorck
Despite the humiliation, 1
couldn't help loving the game.
. Mike Worden, 66, a rotired
o teacher from Roseville, has hap-
pier memories of those golden
hascball years. His warm, semi-
uutobiographical story recounts
: the adventures of 12 14-year-old
haxeball players in aouthside
Warren and their 1957 summer
weason. In addition to bascball,
* 1he book also recalls the early
- yeary of rock and roll, first dates,

: equ
ment monagor, historian and
poct laureate,

Mickey tolls’the story in an
unusual, but endearing, first-
person, come-join-us style that:
actually works at making the
reader o quasi member of the
team. Mickey, like most 14-year-

_olds, is both n male chauvinist

npd always “in love” with some

girl.
But girls are sccondary to
baseball.

boll was king will relate.

1f you'd like to talk *the game”
with the original Mickey, Wor.
den will be signing his books at
several aren bookstores: 8 p.m.
Saturday, May 23, Barnes &
Noble, Bloomficld Hills; 2 p.m.
Saturday, June 8, Barnes &
Noble, West Bloomfield; 7:30
p.m. Friday, Junc 12, Barnes &
Noble, Northville and 2 p.m. Sot-
urday, June 20, Barnes & Noble,
Rochester Hilla.

Photos capture state’s beauty

In the early
1800s, Michigan
was regorded as
anything but o
“pleasant penin-
sula.” Viewed
as cold and
swampy, the
territory wns
declared suit-
able mainly for
“muskrats and
! bullfrogs.”
* James Monroe wrote to Thomas

Jefferson that Michigan “will

never contain a sufficient num-

her of inhabitants to entitle
them to membership in the con-

federacy.” .

An abundance of natural

resources plus human ingenuity
. rapidly changed that image.

‘fodny, our state is recognized ns

an industrial giant, n great place

to live and work, At the same
time, it has managed to main-
tuin the pristine quality of its
- forests and waterways, 8o that
each year, residents and tourists

alike enjoy Michigan's 11,000

inlané lakes, numerous state

purks, and incomparable sand
dune formations.

Acknowledging that achieve-

tnent, Slecping Bear Press has

published two books that cap-

. ture the beputy and uniqueness
that is Michigan's nature and
wildbife,

The first is “Sand Dunes of the
sat Lakes™ by photographer
. Elfont and writer Edna A.
Elfont. Co-founder and director
of Midwest Photographic Work-
" ahops, C.K. Elfont has published
. his photographs in numerous

magazines (“Sierrn,” “Travel and
- Leisure™ and cxhibited in gal-
lerics ucross the United States,
CHia wife, Edna, han written for
. publications such as “Michi
Traveler® and “Motropolitan
Detrait.” An earlier collabaration
by this Huntington Woods couple
2 n book nbout Michigan water-
ulls entitled “Roar of Thunder,
Whisper of the Wind.”

Slender but over-size, “Sond

ESTHER
LITTMANN

Dunes” contains well over 100
atunning color photos of the
warld’s largest complex of fresh.
water dunes. They capture the
dunes at difforent times of tho
doy and from various perspec-
tives. In photographs shot from a
distance, the dunnu‘lbccomg

practitioners with apecifics
regarding lena size, shutter
specd, and aperture,
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As a result of ding 14
years visiting the samo family of
deer near their home in Milford,
the two photo-artists have culti-
vated the trust and friendship of
i b The rewards for

visions of
moonscapes. , From up close, they
emerge a8 conrse granules, punc-
tuated by small, gem-like rocks.
yeot unaffected by the forces of

erogion. One of my favorites is a
photo of the Grand Sable Dunes,
their reddish sands contrasting
brilliantly with the cool blue
waters of Lake Michigan. Anoth-

1
such patience and dedication,
both in Milford and elscwhere,

aro vivid, intimate photos that -

show animals either in repose or
interacting with one another. .
For example, one close-up cop-
tures a young buck who had just
walked into a drjed mildweed
plant, “which,” writcs Sams,

cr is o _small, minimalist picture
of a white feother caught in a tult
of marram bench grass,

C.J. Elfont's poet’s heart and
painter’s eye complement his
avife's crudition. Her text
describes the formation and
movement of glaciers that
sculpted the valleys and created
the Great Lakes. It explains
how the cffects of wind and
waoter croded the moraines -
great mounds of rock, gravel,
sand, and clay - to become, even-
tually, the soft and smooth sand
we know today.

“Sand Dunes” will surely
cnhanco the nesthetic and scien-
tifie experience for those who
have visited the dunes and for
those who have yet to maoke the
pilgrimage to one of Michigan's
most famous natural wonders.

The second book that cele-
brates our state’s wealth of natu-
ral beauty is “Images of the
Wild" by another husband and
wife team, Carl R. Sama and
Joan Stoik. With a critically
ucclaimed work entitled “Loon
Mngic™ and numerous awards to
their eredit, Sams and Stoik
have onco agnin compiled their

* best photos into o book of North

American wildlifo photography.
Accompanying 140 pictures, of
which over half were shot in
Michigan, is a running commen-
tary that is both humorous and
informative. An index providea

BOOK HAPPENINGS

loded, sonding fluffly seeds
drifting through the air above
his hoad.” There are action
shots: two whito wolves fighting
over a female, and two territorial
egrets in mid-flight, onc long
nack stretched in attack, the
other arched in avoidance. Qui-
cter moments are captured in
images of two baby foxes hug-
ging each other and the serene
pose of o porcupine, whose tiny
brown faco is surrounded by a
“Tina Turner-like hairdo.”

Seasonal variations highlight
photographs of moose, elk, coy-
otes, bears, birds, and ducks in a
varicty of diffcrent habitata.
Somea pictures concentrate on
plant life, like tho one depicting
a sca of sunflowers that immedi-
ately recall sprightly daffodils in
‘Wordsworth’s poem,

“Images of the Wild" is rich in
color and composition, its images
replete with elegance and grace.

“Sand Dunes of the Great
Lakes”™ and “Imoges of the Wild™
con be found at Border's, Barnes
and Noble, end indepondont
book storos. Or call 1-800-487-

Esther Littmann in a resident
of Bloomfield Township. She is
a private tutor with Una
Dworkin and Associates, You
can leave her a message from a
touch-tone phone at (313) 8563-
2047, mailbox number 1893, Her
fax number is (248) 644-1314.

) ‘ BORDERS (BIRMINGHAM, SOUTH-

|, FIELD)

-1 Royal Oak author und playwright

17 Terese Szymanski will sign *When
the Dcad Speak,” 1 p.m, Sunday,
May 17; musician Brian Henke

| performs 4:30 p.m. Sunday, May

! 17; Dr. Roger Morreil Jectures on

. “Meet Your Brain,” 7 p.m, Tucs-

i, day, Moy 19 Ann Ripiey signs

. “Denth of a Politicst Plent,” 7

\. p.m. Friduy, Moy 22; Lyle R

1 Crocediic visita 11 a.m. Saturday,

¢1 May 30; atthe store, 31150

¢+ Soutnfluld Road, {248)644-1515.

e BORDERS {BIRMINGHAM, WOO0D-

)

'

| WARD) . o !

. Books with Cook, Harry Cook

1oads book giscuasion, 1 p.m.

Sundoy. May 17, Petor Kaieills .°
i % Saring.”

Moy L2y Niek

n, SUNdsy,

cd Heart,” 7¢30 p.m. Mondey, ..
Muy 18 Wishoe!l Matthéws dls-
tatsis “How 10 Find the Best

i
T
I
i
I

Papandrony gliscussos °A Crowd- ...

Quality Child Care,” 7 p.m.
‘Wednesday, Moy 20; BI Arm-
strong discusses “Colalytic Man-
agement,” 2 p.m. Saturday, Moy
23 at the store 34300 Woodward
Ave., Blrmingham (248)203-
0005, .
BARNES & NOELE (NORTHVILLE)
Rovert O, Sornson slgns *Teach-
ing and Joy,” 4 p.m. Wednasday,
May 20: fiction ciub discusses
John Irving’s *A Prayar for Owen
Meany,” 7:30 p.m. Wednesday,
May 20 at the stoio 17111 Hag-
gerty Road at SIX Mite, Northville.
BARNES & NOBLE (BLOCMFELD
HiLLS)
Loren Eatlsman slgns “Joumey of
the Dead,” 8 p.m. Friday Moy 22;
AN Rgns “The Keroas
20.m, sofur

Ann Riploy signs “Death of o
Political Plant,” 8:30 p.m, Thurs-
doy, May 21, at the store, 36167
Grand River, Farmington
(248)471-7210.

BORDERS (FARMINQTON HILLS)
Vinca Flynn signs “Term Limits,”
7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 21, at
the etore, 30995 Orchard Loke
Road, Fsemington Hills, :
(248)737.0004.

BORDERS {DEARBORN)

Ashe Tyson discusses her motiva-
tional tops “Making the Rough
Ploces Plain,” 7:30 p.m. Moncay,
Moy 18; ot the store, 5601 Mer-
cury Drive, Desrborn, {313)271-

4441, .

HAMAN DRUM

" Micnas) Byers signs - ine Coast
*- uf Good Intantions, B p.m. Mon-

. day, May 18; Wiillam Heyen remis
from ~Dianna, Chanes & tho
Queen,” 8 p.m. Tuasday, May 19,
. ot the store 313 South State
. Strest, Ann Arbor 734-662-7407.
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