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Livonia famﬂy takes road to adventure in

Ronald Picard and his family
live in Livonia.

BY RONALD PICARD

HPECIAL WRITER

Last summer our vacation
plana just never got off the
ground. The summer camo and
went without our annual vaca-
tion to the Colorade Rocky
Mountains.

When fall rolled around'I
began looking for a place our
family could go. My wife, Rebec-
cn, wnnted somoplace/ warm,
preferably with a beach. 'I.want-
cd someplace that would let us
do some hiking. Our son, Andy,
being 6 wanted Disncy World.

" After some checking we decid-

-*-od on Costn Rica. Our final
plans included spending threo
nights at the beach, two nights
at a cloud forest and two nights
at an active voleano.

Manual Antonio

We arrived in San Jose, Costa
Rica on Saturdny, Feb. 14. We
then took a puddle jumper to
Quepos, the nearest city to Man-
ual Antonio. We landcd at the
Quepos airport where a van was
waiting to take us to our hotel.
We arrived that afternoon at the
Hotel Villabosque and crashed
into our roam.

We had finally arrived and we
weren’t about to hang around
the hotel room. Wo changed into
our bathing suits and walked the
200 yards to Beach 1 (of 5), the
only beach that is outside the

- .~ National Park boundaries, After

vigorously sun screening our-
aclvea, we apont a few hours
with Rebecca beginning her tan
while Andy nnd I battled the
waves,

That night we informed the
hotel ataff that wo'd like a guid-
ed tour of Manual Antonio. They
made all the arrangements and
told us a taxi would pick va up at
7:30 a.um

The nlxt morning the taxi
dropped us off at Manual Anto-
nio Nationa! Park. Actually
that's not quite true. -The taxi
dropped us off at the closest spot
a car can get to the entrance to
the park. We had to wade
through a stream to get to the
park entrance. We were truly
not in the United States any-
more.

We spent the morning with
Loo, our guide, and a dozen
other tourists, We following Leo
around tho park while he spot-
ted some of the local flora and
fauna for us. I'm sure we would
havo missed most of the sighta
without him.”

‘We went back into the park by
ourselves that afternoon and
went swimming at Beach 3,
This beach is on a little bay and
the waves and rip tide were
much less intense than at the
public beach. Andy waa able to
play by himself and not spend all
his time bracing himeelf for the
next wave. Tho park closed at 4
80 we begon the walk back to the
entrance nbout 3:30.

That night we had the best

Troplcal heat: And_y Picard fecls the steam at the Taba-
can Hot Springs in Costa Rica.

GIREAT ESCAPES

menl of the trip. We declded to
try the restaurant at tho hotel
across the street, Vela Bar.
Rebecca ordered the garlic
shrimp, which turned out to be a
heaping plate full of shrimp, I
had the rice with seafood and
Andy had chicken corden bleu (I
don't think wo saw a children's
menu the entire trip). The
entire meal, including drinks
and dessert, was under $35.

Mondny the Nationnl Park is
closed, so we decided to take o
taxi into Quepos. We spent the
morning wandering through the
shops and ended up eating lunch
at a restaurant by the occan, By
mid afternoon we were back at
Beach 1, making sure we went
swimming on our last doy at the
beach,

Tuesday morning we flew back
to San Jose and set out in a rent-
ed 4-by-4 for the Monteverde
Cloud Forest Prescrve, a private-
ly owned reserve originally sct-
tled by Alabama Quakers in
1951,

Monteverde Cloud Forest
Preserve

The trip to Monteverde was, to
say the least, interesting. The
people at Monteverde have cam-
paigned to keep the road into the
preserve unpaved. This is one of
the methods they use to keep the
number of tourists at a manage-
able level. They also limit the
number of people allowed into
the preserve at any one time to
100. Being private gives them
the freedom to take what steps
they deem necessary and avoid
cries from people who insist thoy
make the park available to
averybody,

After checking in at the Hotel
Belmar we informed the staff
that we wished to take o guided
hike into the Preserve. They
made the arrangements for us,
calling around town to locate an
availnble guide.

‘The next morning after break-
fast we met “Cokie” our guide.
To me the hike with Cokie was
the highlight of the trip. He was
more knowledgeable about the
aren than I expected and tai-
lored our hike (which was listed
as a bird spotting hike) to
include as much information
about the different plants in the
cloud forest as he did about birds

Before we entered the Reserve,

Volcanic actlon: Rebecea and Andy Picard stand on the lava rock at Arenal.

Cokic’s enrs perked up and we
followed him to where we spot-
ted our first and only pair of
quetzais. Quetzals are a rare
find in Costa Ricn. About 100
pair nest in the Monteverde
area. Its beautiful plumage was
quite striking os different iridos-
cent colors jump out at you
whenever it moves. We spent
the rest of the day with Cokie.
The pride he teok in his job was
refreshing and he more than suc-
ceeded in making our trip more
pleasurable.

That nfterncon we stopped by
the Monteverde Butterfly Gar-
den. While interesting, this stop
was one of the mare disappoint-
ing parts of the trip. The Butter-
My Garden is an educational pre-
serve, so they don't have the
number of butterflies that a but-
terfly farm has,

The next day we went to the
Sky Walk, a 2.6 mile hike that

bines trails with ped
suspension bridges to allow you
to walk through the canopy of
the foreat. While this was a
peaceful walk, I wish we had
gotten up ecarly enough to take
the guided hike.

Arenal Volcano

Alter our hike we set out for
Arenal Volecano. Arenal erupted
violently in 1968 afler 300 years
of dormancy. * It did not, howev-

Travel Tips For Costa Rica

1. Find a good travel agent. Don't settle for one who will just
make your arrangements; find one who knows and travels In Costa
Rice. | mentloned Pat above and he was Invaluable. He can be
reached at Costa Rlca Travel Exchange at 800 256-0124.

2. Don't try and do too much. As we started to leave all three
stops, we wished we had maore time. There were a lot more things
we could have done at each stop. If we were going to go on a 10-
day teip, I'd limit It to two areas and explore them In mare detall.

3. Be prepared. When we got to the beach | opened my camera
bag and found the camera batterles were dead. | spent the rest of
tha vacation with a battery In my pocket to show people what |
needed, We were fortunate to have had our other camera along.

. Hire guldes: They're quite reasonable, and they mado the mp
much more enjoyable.

8. Enjoy the local culsine. Seafood at the beach and "u]t
throughout the country. 1'm stlll not convinced bananas in Costa-
Rica are the same fruit as we have In our supermarkets. Collee ls
a must throughout the country. :

up a sweat just standing thf
pool before).

The next morning we wen
Arcnal National Park. We hxknd
up to the lava field that the 1868
‘eruption created. . I highly rec-
ommend this hike if for no othér
reason than you can really hear
the volcano when there is no veg-
etation between you and the
eruptions.

er, lose its conical shape so it
looks exactly like you would
expect a voleano to look. cse
days the voleano averages a few
eruptions a day, which keeps
any real pressure from building
up. We stayed at the new Taba-
con Lodge and Spa. Our room
was quite nice and had a splen-
did view of Arenal, .

Adjacent to the lodge is the
Tabacon Hot Springs. The water
from the hot springs is diverted
into 8 pools of varying tempera-
ture from comfortably cool to hot
(I don’t think I've ever worked

We never got a good view of
the top of the voleano. If it'a clear
during the day you can see it
shoot ash into the air,

Great Escapes features various
travel news items. Send news
leads to Hugh Gallagher, aasis-
tant managing editor, Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers Inc.,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonio, M1
48150, or fax them to (313) 691
7279,

TELL US YOUR STORY

We want to hear from you?
Have you been someplace inter-
esting? Have you hnd a special
andventure? Is there a quiet
island you'd like to recommend
ar 4 highly promoted place you'd
like to warn againat? Do you
have special tips for other travel-

sites ean be found in the Finest
Attractions guide with 53 list-
ings.

To order the Travel planner,
call Upper Peninsula Travel &
Recreation at 800-662-7134.
HORTHWEST QARDENS

The Obscrver & Eccentric’s At
Home garden columnist Marty
Figley is hosting a tour, “Spec-
tacular Gardens of the North-
west,” visiting Seattle, Tacoma,
Victoria and Vancouver, Sept. 8+
16, The tour package includes
round trip airfare from Detroit to
Seattle, cight nights first-class
hotel nccammodnhuns. daily con-
tinental breakfost, two lunches

ers to make their j casi-
cr? Have you met some interest-
ing people in other countries
that you'd like others to know
about? We want to share your
storics and your color pictures on
our travel page. Call Hugh Gal-
..lagher ot 744-863.2118, or fax
him ot 734-591-7279 or e-mail
him at hgallagher@ oo,
homecomm. net
FOUR SEASON PLAKNER

In a newly released 1898 Four

Sensonu Travel Plunnor. Upper
Travel & R

A i pravides

on ‘o numerous travel deatina-

tions.

With vivid colors and pictures
throughout; the Trave! Planner
leads off with a friendly intro-
duction, followed by information
pages from al] ot countics. New
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and two dinners, all ad

required to secure a reservation
with the final payment due 60
daoys before the trip.

For more information, call
Chuck Randolph Travel & Tours,
(248)645-6050 or (800)336-1490.

HIGHLAND QAMES

The 31st annual Alma High-
land Festival & Games will be
held Memorial Day weekend,
May 22-24, Friday's feativitics
begin with a Judge’s Concert fea-
turing Scottish dancing and
music, 7:30 p.m. at Alma Col-
lege.

Saturdny's cvents begin at 8
a.m. with the Gren? Lakes Open

fees, a tour manager with horti-
cultural knowledge, taxes and
most gratuities.

The tour includes meveral
noted gardens in Washington
and British, Columbia including
the Lakewold Gardens, the Betty
M|llnr Gnrdnn: the Bellovue

1 Garden, the Butch

Qardens, Stanloy Park. Dr, Sun
Yat-sen Clasaical Chinese Gar.
den, the Nitabe Memoridl Gar-
den, the Van Duscn Botanical
Garden, the Minter Gardens,

ueen Elizabeth Park. The trip
includes a ride on the Victoria
Clipper through Puget Sound to
Victoria.

The cost is $2,649 plus $50 tax
per perdop based on double oceu-
pancy.  \

A deposit of $300 per person is

Dance Ch and Solo

County Fairgrounds in
Kendalville, Ind.

Sponsored by the Northern
Indiana Blucgrass Association,
the weekend is a family cvent
with music, camp fires and food

i Limited bl
seating is available so lawn
chairs are suggested.

A highlight of thia festival will
the Lynn Morris Band from Vir-
ginia. Morris is u two-time
national banjo champion and one
of only a handful of female ban-
dleaders in bluegrass music, In
1986 the International Blue-
grass Association named Morris
the female vocalist of the year.

dny and $8 Saturday and Sun- ing lots,area atreéts and express-
day. waya, the Davy (North) terminal,
For more information, call the Michael Berry International

(219)432-4485. Terminal and L.C. Smith termis
nal. The guide shows where to
SKY GUIDE f nd hotels, motels, restaurants;

auto rentals.nir!x’ne gates and
arca businesses. A complete 1t
800 toll freo phone listing
includes all major services. The
full-color 11 by 17-inch, sight
panel guide is laminated, | ean
be bought for $4,95 plus $1 han-
dling by writing Sky Guidoes,
15324 Mack Ave,, Suite 204;
Grosse Pointe, MI 48224,

The new 1998 edition of Sky
Guides has been relensed for use
by travclers and airport person-
nel at Detroit Metropolitan Air-
port. This map and directory
lists and displays all the vital
services of the airport. Sky
Guides include professionally
designed, detailed mape to park-

Piping and Dr Competi-
tion. The morning parade of pipe
bands, floate and Scottish
pageantry through downtown
Alma begins at 11 a.m.

Special events include a Bor-
der Collie sheep herding expedi-
tion, Royal Scottish dancers, the
Great Lakea Scottish Fiddling
Championships and the U.S.
Open Pipo Band competition,

For more information, call or
write to the Alma Highland Fes-
tival & Games, P.O. Box 516,
Alma, MI 48801, (617)463-8979.

BLUEQGRASS FESTIVAL

The 22nd annual Spring Tri-
State Bluegrass Festival will
held over Memorial Day week-
end, May 21-24, at the Noble

Soutthst

Thirteen bands will perform

i 7:30 p.m. T| day. A
weekend pass is $17 and
includes camping. Individual
dnys are free Thursday, $5 Fri-

Become an
OFfFicial Mlember
of the Woodvuward
Dream Cruise™!

Saturday August 15, 1998

® A ‘Members Only® exclusive, W An officlal Lapet Pi

coliactible numbared member-

M An officlal Cash Plaque
' ship/phone card good for 10 M An officlal Keychain
: minutes of calls, This card Is @ The Wi
BERMUDA EUROPE rechargeable withaportion of  Crulse™ newsietter with the
7 GHIS 7 NIGHTS the proceeds supporting the  latest news on this years
n$799 w $849 ad rd Dream Crulse™, inc. cruise
\ J\ / “Member- T-shirt W An offictat Refrigerator
fw Roratartten) tnntxold soparatety) Magnet
” Send your $30.00 check made out t Woodward Dream Crukss, Inc. and malt
EUROPE 3 along with the mmnletzd #orm below to: 1998

7068, Huntington Woods, Mi 43070, POst OMCe will ROt detver to 8 P.O. Box.
Deaatine ta IDQNUNN‘I AE. AllOW 4-8 weeks fOr eitvery,
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