‘AB(WbTROSF) The Observer & Eccentric/ THURSDAY, MAY 28, 1998

Bill would block public access to teacher records

* A bill in the state House of working in thg private sector. understond that parents want  right to know. Bradley v. Saranac Community Freedom of Information Acta, In
Representatives could restrict “We beliove all public employ-  tho best for their children, but it in government, we need to  Schools, n caso in which the a memorandum to tho House
the public'a right to sco tho per- ces have a right to privacy in  seoms to give us leas rights,” she make more information avail- Court favored the relenso of a Committec on Local Govorn-

sonnel filed rocords of atate their porsonal file,” she said. said. able to the public.” teacher's job performancoe ment.
employees, including school “The personal filo is meant to bo Rep. Greg Knza, R-Rochester Organizotions such as tho records to parents. The committee expreases con-
. teachers and principala, n positive receptacle. It's Hills, opposcs the bill. Ho calla it  Michigan Press Association and “Valuable information of & corn that the proposed exemp-

House Bill 5616 was voted out between the supervisor and an attack on the public’s right to  Michigan Freedom of Informa- public safety nature would be tien of personnel files could pre-

of the loeal government commit- omployee. Evaluations are know. tion Committee also oppose the covered up if the bill passes,” vont porents from finding out
tee, 6-0 Tucsday. If pnased, it meant to be positive,” “The bill argucs that the infor- legislation. Richard said. “Schools would be  where his or her child’s teacher -
wauld prevent the public from Cooper said once the filo is  mation in somehow invading pri- Tim Richard, board member of able to hide records and the pub- - went to college, whether the
gaining access to the personnel  available for public serutiny, it ia  vacy,” Kaza said, adding that the  the Michigan Freedom of Infor-  lic would be poorly served.” teacher is certified, and where
files of all public employces. no longer a positive device. bill'ia o move away from on open  mation Committee, said the bill The committee, founded in tho teacher proviously worked.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. 1 understand that thore's o government. “There's a conflict  is nimed at reversing the Michi- 1988, aims to inform the public Salary schedules would also be K
* Bob Brackenridge, R-St. Joseph, balancing act, and we certainly betweon privacy and the public’s  gan Supreme Caurt Decision in. about the Open Meetings and  exempt. I8
;is an nttempt to amend the .

Michigan Freedom of Informa-
" tion Act and atop nccess to the
personncel and medical records of
public employees.

- . The Michigan Education Asso-
ciation, the Michigan Chamber

of Commerce and the Michigan . -
' Association of School Boards .

support the bill.
' . ® e :

. :Dawn Cooper, the director of
. communications for the Michi- -
: gan Education Association said
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< During the House local govern-

ment committeo meeting on HB . .

5616, state Rep. Ponny Criss- . Per MontH For 36 MoNTHS? .

man, R-Rochester abstained . 36-Month/36,000-Mile Red Capet Lease Visit Your

from voting. Capitalized Gont Metro Dctmil

* Crigaman said she has unan- Rncnivbrﬁnmu ety Mercury Dealer:
»

‘swered questions when it comes
to the bill,

Z-*I have always been a support-
ef of the Freedom of Information
Act,” sho enid.

:-Crissman supports the iden
that information about public
¢mployces, paid with tax dollars,
ghould be available for public
View, But she says the bill is too
vngue in its explanation of per-
sonnel filo information.  *

Z*What does personnel records
riean?” she said. “It really ia too
broad to me and if I can't get
* gome resolution, I probably won't
“pupport it."
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nkland University this sum-
mer will open a mail and phote-
copy center for students, faculty
and cnmpus visitors.
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‘~The center, on the upper level
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