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Rush hour Is a nightmare.

11 you ere spending your mornings
ond afternoons sitting In your vehicta
and wasting the hours awey whilo
waltlng for trotfic to move on 1-275,
M-14, Hoggorty or on any road under-
golng construction, the Observer
wants to hear from you, Wo would
fike to do a story on any delours of
suggestions you might have for other
foaders, .

Glve Ken Abromexyk a coll ot (734)
953-2112, e-mall at -
kabramezyk@oo.homecomm.not or
fax him ot {734) 591-7279 with your
suggestions and comments,

classic car cruise in
downtown Farmington is
5-9 p.m. June 1 in the
parking lot at the south-
west corner of Grand
River-Farmington roads.
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Youth violence:
Yes, it could
happen here

Panel experts say it’s reality

Paducah, Ky., Jonesboro, Ark., Spring-
field, Ore. ... Farmington or Farmington
Hills? . .

Thursdoy's Family Forum en youth vio-
lenee at Farmington Firat United
Methodist Church explored whother the
tragic outbreak of schoo! violence involving
children and guns could happen here,

e answer is an unequivocal yes,

“We're in the real world, ladics and gen-
tlemen. Don't think it couldn't happen in
Farmington or Farmington Hills,” said
Farmington Hills police Chief Bill Dwyer.

Dwyer spoke aa part of tho panel discus-
sion at the downtown Farmington church-
spansored forum, which follows the shoot-
ing in Springficld, Ore,, where two teens
were killed and 22 other wounded after a
student opened fire in a cafeterin,

While the police chief and others won't
dismiss the possibility of auch an incident
happening here, many on the panel that
included a social worker, psychologist, min-
ister and achool administrator point out
much ia being done to prevent it.

At the high achools, there are palica liai-
son and student assistance programs, Also,
thero are agencies such as Farmington
Youth Assistance and Farmington Families
in Action designed to help troubled youth.

Boya and Girls Ropublic Director Mary-
jane Peck blames the pervasive foar of
youth violence on the inereasing number of
children who *don't scem to get it.”

“They are not connecting the cause and
effect,” Peck said. “It's like thoy have no
feclings, and that's scary to me.”

Since October, seven children and two
teachers havo been killed in U.S, achools,

The family forum, which had been
planned two montha in i ded

NSRS

While rumors havo always been rifo
in the checkout line, it appears Farmer
Jnck has decided to close the register
in downtown Farmington.

The atore in the Downtown Center in
Farmington is expected to shut down,
Managoment met with employees

Parental
input

debated

Not long after the cablg television
lights were shut off during Thuraday’s
Farmington school board candidates
{orum, things started to heat up.

Candidates were grilled by two Har-
rison High School parents about a
forthcoming plan to implement block
scheduling the fall of 1999, And two of
the candidntes were put on the spol
about their participation in recent
school district elections.

Resident Tina Jensen's question
about why challengers Jackie Katz and
Dr. Anwar Mahmood have only voted
?‘xrl:; between them since 1982 back-

i :

zen. Not because I wasn't intercsted in
education,” said Mahmood, who
becamo a U.S, citizen last year,

Katz replied that she didn't move
into the district until 1 1/2 years ago.
Sho did vote for tho most-recent bond
issuo in September, but had a good
explanation for why she didn't vote in
the March 1997 try~ she was-having

lications with her pr

Mahmood ard Katz, along with chal-
lenger Melody Jaske and board incum-
bents Jack Inch and Cathy Webb,
anawered questions from Harrison par-
cnts Barbara Cooper and Beth Gross-
man about whether they would delay
impl ion of block scheduli
now apparently set for fall 1999, or at
least include parental input — some-
thing Cooper and Grossman snid has
been tacking until now.

“There are many concerns regarding
how this is going to happen and how
thoy’re going to handle the transitional
students,” said Cooper to the candi-
dates.

According to the parents, thoy were
upset when thoy recently received a
lettor about the probable change to a
*four-by-four” schedule (four 90-minute
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“I didu't vote beeause I wasn't a citi-

Emﬂloyees at the Downtown Center Farmer
Jack store were told this week the market
will close June 27. Store officials wouldn’t
confirm or deny the story Frid:
wasn't happy for customers or workers.

ay. The news

Wednesday, telling them they would
close June 27.

On Friday, a spokesman for the
Greater Atlantic & Pacific Tea Compa-
ny, which owns Farmer Jack, couldn’t
confirm the storo’s closing. “I'll have to
got back with you,” said Michael

Downtown '- Jack to e

Rourke, vice president for corporate
affairs. .

News of the store’s closing didn't sit
well with ono customer.

“FIl go to Kroger, to hell with them,”
said Roy Dernberger, 81, who was
wheeling his shopping cart to the park-
ing lot. “They get a lot of old folks here.
That's why Iim here.

I think it’ ridiculous.”

Workors wounld be transferred to
other stores, according to one longtime
employece who was upset by the

I
announcement.
“I was in tears,” tho cmployee said.
“Every year, we always have a threat
or rumor that we were going to close,
but this time they’re actually going to
do it”
The employece, who requested
ity, said other 1 would
rather stay, since many had worked
there a long time. “I like the customers
here,” the worker said.
Problems with the parking lot were
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Going In style

Prom night's bright lights: Above, Brad
Friedman and Jill Paggi dance under
the colored lights of the disc jockgy
ing the North Farmington High Sc
Prom Tuesday at the Dearborn Inn in
Dearborn. In the photograph at left,
Blake Heraghty (far left) takes a photo
of (left to right) Pete Bosler; Matt
euckelaere, Kegy Kopf, Daren Lee and
Shaun Godwin du
High School senior lprom held at the
Roostertail Club, a
more sights
Page A3. An
and Alternative Academy proms, check
out Thursday’s Observer.

dur-
hool

ring the Farmington

50 on Tucsday. For
z.j the two events, please see
, for looks at the Harrison

Blunt Inch
eyes longer
tenure

Give Farmington Public Schools
an Inch - and residenta will get a
school board member who tells it
like it is.

Or at lenst Jack Inch will try to.

Asked about local versus state
control, he offered a typically blunt
answor.

. “Ihavea telephone number that's
a 248," snid Inch, 87, running for
hia sixth term on the Farmington
Board of Education, *...Get in touch
with me today and I may get you
gome kind of answer tomorrow.
Lansing is 70 miles away, It takes a
long time to walk there,”

Ploaso soo INCH, AB

CANDIDATE PROFILE

i 8 Nams: Jack Inch
M Age: 67
BB @ Famlly: Married;

[} sons Terry, 38,
Chiistopher, 28, and
Patrick, 26; daugh-

ter, Amy, 34,

1 Occupation: Profassor, Ookland
Community College - Orchard Ridge
Campus. :

B Education: 1953, bachelor of ants
degres, history major, Wayne State
Unlverslty; 1958, master of educa-
tion, soclal studles major, Wayne
State Unlversity; 1968, master of
sclonce degree, economics major.,

Mahmood
to pay back
community

It's pay-back time for Dr. Anwar
Mahmn

ood.

The 63-year-old Mohmood does have
some plans for improving Farmington
Public Schoals should voters clect him
on June 8 to a four-year term on the
board of education, But he mainly
wanta to mako suro that other children
in the district get the same quality of
education his own two children

y of lllinols; work
at sevoral universitics.

W Community: Flanders Elemontary
School Parent-Teacher Association
President, 1971-72; Farmington
Middle School Study Committee,
1975-77; Farmington Board of
Educatlon, trustes since 1978,

d while growing up in Farming-
ton Hills.

“We have benefited from tho system,”
said one of five didat

B CANDIDATE PROFILE

W Namo: Anwar

Mahmood

W Age: 63 - .

W Family: Widowed.

Two children, Ayesha,

’ & medical student at

Wayno State Medical School:
Rizwon, a Junior at University of
Michigan.

® Occupatlon: Physiclan, Henry Ford
Hospitat, West Bloomfleld.

W Educatlon: Camed doctorate of
medicine degree in Pakisten.

Member of F

Hills Commission on Chidren, Youth
& Familles: teaches foreign lan-
guage program fer community chil-
dren; parent volunteer.

running for two terms. *It's a good sys-
tem. The fact that wo have atayed here
that long (21 years) proves the fact that
the system is good.

*Qur children have done well ... I fecl
it’a o debt I'd like to pay back. I want

the children of the to (also}
benefit. [ want to give some time.”
According to Mahmood during a
recent interview at the Farmington
Observer office, “Somebody left it for us
and naw we want to leave it for others,”
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Buckled Hawks

to talk about the root causes of violence
and how to identify warning signs.
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lenge.”

Students and faculty at Harrison High School
* rival North Farmington High in
“The 1998 Farmington Hilla Great Safoty Belt Chal-

The competition happened in two parts: one in
mid April, another in mid May. Students Against
Drunk Driving voluntcers and Farmington Hilla
Polive Cfiicars conducted parking lot aurveys at
ench school to compare safcly boll usa,

After tho firat survoy, safoty literature was dis-
tributed and public service announcements were

. made atressing the importance of safcty bolt use.

For the second year in a row, Harrison was

may have captured the state championship lnst
year, but the wheels of government do grind slowly,
80 it isn't surprising that it was May before they

Football team fete

FARMINGTON FOCUS

declared the winner with a safety bolt usage rate of
86 perceet. North's rato was 68 percent.

Each schoal's SADD chapter will receive money
from AAA Michigan -- but Harrison will reccive
movre. The Hawks also get a trophy,

Members of Harrison High School's football team

d government

But it was big.

U.S. Rep. Joe Knollenberg read into the Congres-
sional Record n tribute to the team's '97 chnmpi-
onship, noting tho Hawks' history of a 48-6 record in
16 playoff ap;=arences awd elght state Htle:

“In nddition to their athletic prowess,” Knollen-
berg noted, “the team also holds the cighth-highest
grade point average in the atate with a 3.67 average
GPA”
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