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* TWO DISTINCTIVE, BUT COMPLEMENTARY PAINTERS AT POSNER GALLERY

A philosophy that runs deep

or two highly expressive artiats

Sing-along: “A Kids’ World,”a

. capable of translating color,
CDof 10 songs, Cor.nbmasl . texture and form into soulful :
catchy melodies with positive cmotion, Joseph Barnard and Helen .
messages. Febba are downright laconic when it -
. N comes to talkkxi‘ng nbgt] t:-.;lr art. <
oW W] os¢ to N
Heading west with pint i B ki
head while se: ng to find the
a plan and a dream words to explain the inspiration for
his incantatory collages.
he house is sold. The car ia Febbo offers a mystical yet inti-
packed and idling in the drive- mate explana-
way. Time to buckle up the kids. WHAT; “Two tion. n
Then, all that will remain for B.J. Painters,” the *“Every paint- N :
Leet of Bloomficld Hills is to get works of Helen ing haa taught Layered: The paintings of :
behind the wheel and drive westward Evons Fobbo me something Jaseph Bemard Ieﬂ and
to the point where the mountains and Jozeph about myaelf,” Helen Febb di t’ "
mect the ocean. Bornard she safd, “Mak- elen Febbo are distinctive-
‘While some never find the timo or WHEN: Through | ing art 15 really Iy different, but the integrity
will power to leave the routine of . Wodnesday, abaut living. and depth of their work
their lives, Leet haa set aside a 20- June 24 Isn'tit?” offer complementary per-
year sales carecr and the comfort of 'WHERL: Poser Slowly, spectives of artists search-
familiar environs for pursuing his Gallery, 523 N. Bernard nnd ing for deeper meaning in
dream in the shadoe overlooking Palm 0td Woodwlnd, Febbo - both of 8 jor aeep! 5
Springs. Biemingham Birmingham - their lives.
In typical adult carcer-minded fash- HOURS: 11 open up, carcful-
ion, Leet is giving his musical dream am. (o5 pam. Iy peeling away Depth of experience
two months to succeed. :u“:z;m&", layera of their Too often, in the art world, much
rely then, b “.R“;gs;'ﬁ@;:}:,".’::ml{w 2562 york todescribo  Abstract ﬂgura. Helen Febbo’s "Szttmg on a Stone Wall” like in life, there's a perception that
filling the racks at Walmart, Target their e combines gestural lines drawn in charcoal with a back- anyone approaching 60 is slowing

and Toys ‘R Us stores arcund the
country.

Wnth nn additional 100,000 cop!ea
of the CD ordered to meet emerging

tive paintings, respectively.
In form and fecling, however,

lages and sensuous abstract-figura-

Bernard and Febbo's sophisticated

ground that is indistinguishable from her subject.

diminishes to hia work.
“You don't want to be too con-

down, preparing to retire. Don't talk
to Bernard, 56, and Febbo, 67, about
acting their age. They hnvnn‘t. even
breken a sweat.

While their creations are clearly

demand in countries as far awny as ‘works in “Two Painters” at the Pos- scious of what you're doing,” snid artis
Australia and Thailand, Leet may not ner Gallery in Birmingham are dis- Bernard,n pml)"cnar of cux‘:’tcmpo- ::‘krl“;s::ﬁ %ﬁ;ﬂgﬁﬁﬁm *
see the sunshine too often this sum- tinctively different. rary art at the Center for Creative and Julian Schnabel’s

mer.

Positively persuasive
The delightful singalongs and
lullabies on the 10-song CD are

a similar tradition. Nor do they

On the surface, it scems that the
artists have little in common, Their
atyles do not intersect or come from

sharo a preference for materials or -

Studies in Detroit.

In a 10 yenr period from the mid
19708, Bernard was recognized as
one of the most prolific and innova-

recanstructed collages, Bernard and
Febbo are sceure with their own
expressions.
Neither pays too much attention
to tha latest trends,

produced by Smokey Robinson's aclf-evident motifs. 9 ""n,"k“h",,“ artists along with “

former bass player Wayne Tweed, For his well-wrought collages on Br ge and Acconci. Fe Jbzu-dé w,;'ﬂ,"t ! knové g:lgxt has
who founded the recording label, Treo wood, Bernard nppoars much likea “It all comes back to painting, u: d n: pe ll:\rg Jouce

House Records, based in Idyllwild, . dogged excavator sifting throngh o . pulling things together,” ho said. Sooh painter has found wgs to
Calif. pond of memories o create hia own Much like arranging and rearrang- o thomaslves o theie o

Leet, who managed Tweed's early
musical carcer, gives a simple reason
for packing up and becoming
marketing director for Tree House

vibrantly colored associations.

And for her passionate free-flow-
ing female nudes, Febbo considers
herself much like a traveler on the

ing memories.

“In some cases, I'll bury an imoge,
then sand down to it and bring it
back. The thrill is in the discovery.”

. recommit themsclves to their art,

In carly June, Bernard will make
‘his annual pilgrimage to the shores
of Provincetown, whare he'll spend
days collecting scaweed and those

Records. Montana range scarching for the i i
e em . ) Meanwhile, Febbo, whe taught waffer-shaped organic clements that
1t's the music,” he said. “When you open vista. printmaking at the Rirminghom form the centerpieco of his collages.

sce kids react to the music, you can't
help but feel excited about the
possibilities.”

Lyrics and a hum-along melody,
contends Leet, are powerfully
persuasive to callow minds.

“There are enough problems with
simply growing up without listening
to the auggestive stuff in gangsta
rap,” he said.

In Lect’s thinking, music is the

(0
That journoy for Bernard and

Thrill of discovery

“I feel like I'm getting away from
past, restrictions,” ehe said. "Every-
one is searching for a sense of free-
dom,w get to the rea) meaning in

Febbo is documented in their paint-

Bloomficld Art Center, has moved
into a new direction.

Her intent in painting abstract
female nudes, she snid, is to portray
the inextricability between a subject
and background

In technique, she lays down the
gestural lines in charcoal of her aub-
Ject, then blura those lines by paint-

COlorfully fertite: Joseph
Bernard’s “Green Gold”

In the next year, Febbo expects to
cutback on teaching to spend more
time in her Pontiac studio, where
ghe plans to adapt her abstract
human forms to sculpture.

Bringing together two of the
area’s most respected and well-
known artists at the Posner Gallery
proves to be one of this year's most
plensant surprises in the loeal

intricate collage incorpo-

€ ing over them.
rates organic materials, lay-

The effect is quietly engaging.
“Tho mystery, for me, is how we're

Alternatively painting, mndmg
and placing waflershaped
the center of the wooden aurfuoe.

gallery scene.

panacea to build self-cateem, and to Never to bow to a trend or cut-

combat sell-destructive noise,

For instance, in *Do the Best You
Can," lyricist Staci Spector relates a
simple, but timeleaa message: *If it's
not right the first time/ goforita
decond time/and if you need another
time/well, that’s OK, its' atill fine/But

_ just you remember stick to your
plan/and do the best you can.”

That kind of common wisdom set to
n catchy melody also offers o
reminder to adults,

Beyond the water’s edge
“A Kid's World” has already been

mwgrutcd into public school aystems
m Cnhfornln. snid Leet, who ls

Bernard continually adds and

ers o[pamt and a coat of
urethane.

all ever-changing,” said Febbo.

Plense see DEEP, C2

Economics of culture hot topw at Mackinac Island conference

Maybe it's the plush Grand Hotel aet-
ting on the historic island at the pas-
soge of lakes Michigan and Huron. Per-
haps it's the notion that thereu a plcu-

of C m
teristically hke urt.s advocates.

Unlike in past years when discus-
aiona focused on jokz creation and diver-

ant ferry trip to the
between them and day-to-day office

sifying the this year
the major debates pertain to improving

d to addresa tho up the quality of life and cultural ameni-
state PTA convention. " Whatover the renson, pnhtlcnl mvu: ties in motro Detroft.
The collection of songs has been and business leadora at this With the bination of the fledgli

carcfully structured around posmvo
and an

workbook has been designed to

stimulate a child to think as well as

sing, he said.

In tho near future, Leet expects to
attract recording artists to tho Tree
House label, develop a merchandise
line, and expand options on their web
site,

But clearly, the targeted consumers
aro parents who believe that
navigating their children in the
Information Age is like paddling with
a straw in a raging sea,

Somewhere between the doys of
watching *Barnoy” and the onzot of
puberty, the world seems to lose ita
magic for too many kids.

Unfortunately, kida are growing up
without growing wiser. The condition
iy all too common: today’s kids ore
b d by imagens of i
violeneo and music inspired by angor,
rather than enlightenment.

*A Kid's World” reminda us that
childhood i8 a time of wonder and
possibilitics.

v Trat, “A Hid's World” is a venl-
li‘e singalong. He's ull out to prove

annual Mackinac Conference, spon-
sored by the Greater Dotroit Chamber

ontertainmont hub in downtown
Detroit and o reduction in public funda

to cultural institutions, the thrust of
the discussion among the state’s top
political and business leaders is — what
clse? - arts funding.

The timing, some contend, couldn't be
better.

After nearly two years of a logjam on
the implementation of a tri-county cul-
tural tax, there's definite movement on

Flonso scc CONFERENCE, C2 .

‘What: Senate Bill 1238 cesigned (o estad-
lish o metropolitan reglon councll to levy a
property tax up t¢ .5 mill. Net revenue
would be earmarked for culturat Institutions,
arts groups and recroationa! faclilties within
1ri<ounty area,

Status: Introduced in the Mlcnism Senato
by Sen. Michael Bouchard (R-Blrmingham)
For an salysls of the bill, coll the Michigan
Sonate Fiscal Agency, (517) 3735383,

Gulf War Syndrome doéu-drama looks eerily familiar

that if you d all thoso neg
thoughts, your dreams won't end at
the wator’s edgo.

74 cluded in

drama that e:rplores the strug-
gle of veterans suffering from
Gulf War Syndrome.

In the span ofwccka dunng Jnmmry
1991, a tidy serial b

unnl then Democrat U.S. senator from
i Don Riegle d d formal

disabled the Irnqi army occupying
Kuwait. Soon, the U.S. military’s high-
toch tactical ufﬁctoncy during the
short-lived War was widely
praised. Aecord(nxly. bﬁlllcoue rhetoric
and victary parades foll

investigations that there was an ecric
sonso of histary repeating itaclf.
“When we began getting into our
investigation, it was ‘We've been here
bcfern, soid Riegle, referring to the
's reluctance to admit that

For many voterans, howevor, tho real
war began when they returned home.
And tho enemy became an all-too-
familiar behemoth - the US, Pentagon.

‘The onging struggles of Gulf War vet-
erans suffering from mystorious post-
battle illncases, known ns Gulf War
Syndrome, is the subject of Shrwtime's
controversial *Thanks of o Grateful
Nation.” which aira tanisht and Thurr.
dny, June 41

L] .
While soldiers began complaining of

chronic fatigue, rarhes, headaches and
digestive probloma shortly after return-
ing from the Persian Gulf, it wasn’t

US soldiers in Vietnam were cxposed

-to'agent orange, a toxic herbicide.

Ricgle of Birmingham mtired in 1994
alter acrving three terms in the senato
and five terma in the Housc of Repre-
sontatives, He currently scrves as
doputy chair of Shandwick Internation-
al, a worldwide public relations firm
with a local office in Southficld.

“If Colin Pow . 'l ar Swartzioff were
stek with Gulf War Syndronie you could
be.tdthut cost would be no abject,” he
said.

piunlo sco DOCU-DRAMA, C2

Deadly vapors: Although U.S.
soldiers have proven that they
were exposed to toxic chemicals
during the Persian Gulf War,
the Pentagon has been reluc-
tant to confirm the veterans'
claims.



