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“But when it's the rank and
file it's a different matter. They
are prisaners of war in aur coun-
try,” said Riegle.

Initially, the Pentagon
explained the ailments as side
effects from the anti-nerve-ngent
pills which troops were ordered
to take.

Popular speculation is that sol-

dicrs were exposed to low levels
of serin, o nerve gas carried by
southern winds from Iraqi chem-
jeal plants that were bambed by
U.S. planes.

As the investigation broad-

What: “Thanks Of A Gratefut
Natlon,” a drama based on the
officlal Investigation into the
U.S. military's denial of sol-
diers' exposure to toxlc cheml-
cal weapons during the Per-
slan Guif War

When: 8 p.m. Sunday, May
31, and 9 p.m, Thursday, June
11

Cablo telovision: Showtime’

Cast: Brlan Dennehy (as
Sen. Don Riegle}, Ted Danson,
Jennifer Jason Lelgh, Steven
Weber, Matt Keeslar and Marg,

ened, Pentagon of the
number of soldiers possibly
affected increased from a few
hundred to 20,000, Riegle esti-
mates that it'a probably closer to
100,000.

The Pentagon's reluctance to
admit that soldiers may have
been exposed to toxic chcm‘ilc:nls

0l

“Thanks of a Grateful Nation”
aplices heart-wrenching stories
of veterans speaking on camera
along with re-enactments of
those coming to grips with
bizarre ailments. In some cases,
new horns burJn to Gulf War vet-
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and an unwillingness to pay
health benefits to injured sol-
diers, said Riegle.

In addition, some claim, if the
Pentagen admits the devastating
conscquences to U.S. troops,
potentinl foes such as Iraq, Iran
or North Korea might be further

d to develop chemical
weapaons,

Riegle is quick to point out the
irony. “These biological germs
were ahipped from the U.S. to
Iraq,” he said. “That’s too embar-
rassing for the Pentagon.”
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erans suflc g que defor-
mities.

The combination of actual war
footage, testimonials and re-
enactments gives “Thanks of o
Grateful Nation™ a chilling real-
ism. Included in the re-enact-
ments are the congreasional
hearings chaired by Ricgle, who
is portrayed by longtime actor
Brian Dennchy ("The Jackie
Presser Story,” “Cocoon,” “Gorky
Park").

Unlike more traditional docu-
mentaries, the docu-drama for-

. mat takes viewers into the inti-

Cl

mate si of those suffer-
ing with Gulf War Syndrome.

Yet, at times, the transition
from renl-life to re-enactment
can be jarring. That is a minor
criticism since the purpase of the
docu-drama isa't solely cinemat-
ic.
Without apologies, “Thanks of
a Grateful Nation” is a catharsis
for.Gulf War veterans, and sting-
ing indi of a go

‘Heidi Chronicles’: another view }

“Feminism hns the negative
stercotype of a middlc-aged les-
bian who hates men, is childless,
bitter and regularly burne her
bras,” said Jennifer Rembiez of
Livonia, “This play, ‘The Heidi
Chronicles' i being presented by
late teens and twentysome-

.things, and their generation

ironically shuna the label of fem-
inist.”

that turns away from the same
people who stoed in the line of
its defense.

“I never imagined that they'd
make a movie,” said Riegle, “But
this is & way to help the Ameri-
can public understand what's
happened to many veterans.

“All that was heard after tho
war wns ‘We won, we won,” said
Riegle. “When these vots went to
tho VA hospitals, they were told
nothing was wrong with them.,
But their lives were taken

away.”

Only if the Pentagon faces the
facts and “comes clean,” accord-
ing to Rieglo, will there not be a
likolihood that a situation like
Gulf War Syndrome will occur
agoin. co

As a politician, he recognizes
the potentiol of “Thanks to a
Grateful Nation” to compe! the
American public to demand
answers, .

“Public opinion ia a very, very
powerful toa) in this country.”

ting-cdge chic, the atmosphere at
the Posner Gallery is the ideal
setting for the breakthrough
work of two artists who embody
the unpretentiousness and depth
of their paintings.

Equally impressive, however,
is the attitudes of two painters
who believe that growing older
doean't have anything to do with
approaching retirement.

Long after studying the intri-
cacies of their paintings, the
emotional resonance of Bernard
and Febbo's work remains.

Unlike saccharin and trendy
art, their work hns depth derived
from a lifetime of cxporinncr:s..

ner Gallery, he wonders where
the passionate colors and weav-
ing composition camo from and
what it reveals about himself.

He ruba his hand aleng the
surface of the painting, strug-

gling to find the words to’
d ibe the i

Eight years in the
Bernard continues to study his
collage, “Granite Incantation,” a8
it hangs on the wall in the Pos-
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Apparently, words are inade-

quate, What's more important |

for Bernard and Febbo is to con-
stantly learn, question and
search,

Two painters? Yeah, but they
also scem like an excavator and
traveler, And between them, a
philosophy that runs deep. -

is directing and pro-
ducing Jack-In-The-Box Produe-
tions' presentation of “The Heidi
Chronicles” by Wendy Wasser-
stein 8 p.m. Thursday-Saturday,
June 11-13, at the Livonia Civic
Center Library Auditorium (off
Five Mile Road between Farm-
ington Rond and Merriman) in
Livonia. Tickets are $8 adults, or

. $5 senior adults and students

with ID, Call (734) 797-JACK for
tickets/information,
is

Juck-in-the Box Productions
was founded in 1898 by Rembisz
and her fricnds who aro collego
actors:

Now 20, Rembisz nnid! she wos

All of the cast mombera, many
of them theater majors at the
University of Michigan, Univer-
sity of Detroit-Mercy, and Onk.
land U_'nlvnruity, have boen

introduced to 's work
five yoars ago in a summer the-
ater workshop.

“It really struck me,” she said.
“It is an actor's duty to inform
the oudience, as well as enter-
tain the audience. This play
touches on a lot of great issucs,
all people should be able to go
out and carn their ‘A’ in life. It
challengea stercotypes about
men and women, but it's a really
humorous, fun show to go t0.”

Whasseratein's Pulitzer Prize,
Tony Award-winning play, *“The
Heidi Chronicles” traces the
coming of age of Heidi Holland, a
successful art historian who
makes her way through a rapid-

honging world from 1965 to

nota
feminist in the stercotypical
manner but a woman who
strives for the end of women's
subordination to men,” said
Rembisz, “Our company sup-
ports Wasserstein'a stylo of femi-
nism, and also belioves that all
people, men and women alike
should fulfill their potentinl.”

ly
1989. The play begins when
Heidi is 17, and ends when she's
in her 40s.

A feminist herself, Wassor-
stein concentrates on the Baby
boomers nnd‘ﬁxei;: roles in socle

i n educa-
tional and professional theater,

The cast includes Rebececa
Fried of Southficld as Heidi,
ct Cain of Southfield
as Scoop, Kevin Hughes (Peter)
and Liz Ebersole of Canton
(Susan).

Supporting roles are played by
Don Milewski of Farmington
Hills (Chris, Ray,Mark, Steve,
Waiter), Stephanie Siemeon of
Southfield (Becky), Karri Wash-
ington of Southficld (Debbie),
and Amanda Lange of Farming.
ton Hills (April).

Production ataff membors
include Rembisz, and Gina Guer-
easo of Livonia (stage manager).

Rembisz saya you won't want
to miss this humorous, thought.
provoking play, made possibla by
a talented troupe of young per-
formers.

“We like to leave our audience
with 30mﬁ.hlng to think nbout,”

oty, y that
“overyone deserves to fulfill their
potential.”

Conference ronpu.c

said 1z. “We nlso want to
entertain thom.”

the issue.
A reworked bill proposcd
recently by state Scn. Michael

brook art and science museums

and the Detroit Zoo.
Bouc!’mrd‘n bill addresses
litical realiti r

“This is not considered ns a
gubstitute for public arts fund-
ing,” said Anno Masterson, com-

icationa director of Detroit

Bouchard (R-Bir: ham)
would amend the Metropolitan
Council Aet, which established
board to oversee the disburse-
ment of tax rovenues generated
by a millage. Voters would have
to appreve of any mill increases.
“The clock ran out on the tri-
county tax,” said Bouchard.

“This new bill is more politically

viable”

Cultural tax

In theory, however, the intent
of & plan for a cultural tax for 8
.6 mill property asscssment
remaing intact. The funds would
bo carmarked to cover opcrating
expenses at the region’s 14 tier-
one cultural institutions, such as
the PIA, Meadow Brook, Cran-
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Oakland County officials, who
were publicly skeptical of the tri-
county tax proposal, are now
enger to discuss the details of
the reviged plan.

In the state’s most affluent
county that would generate
nearly one-half of the estimated
$40 million tax revenue, county
officinls wanted assurances that
they'd have more than one-third
rep ion on the igh
board. -

“There was always 8 concern
about representation on the
board, and the distribution of
funds,” said Steve Weikn), direc-
tor of Oakland County’s Office of
Art, Culture and Film,

The current bill includes veto
authority and mandates one-
third of the revenues to go back
to communities where the tax
was generated.

Renaissance, a private civic
group established in the after-
math of the 18687 riots to pro-
mote the shared cultural inter-
esta in the metro area.

Detroit Renaissance has spear.
headed the initiative to increase
funding for cultural inatitutions.
Mastcraon anticipates that the
actual millage increase and sub-
sequent allocation of funds to
cultural institutions and arta
groups {a two yeara away.

This weekend's political-busi-
nesg pow-pow proves that there
are unmistakable signs that the
arts are no longer viewed as tan-
gential to the regional economy,
she said.

“Although there's nothing on
tha formal agenda (at the Mack-
inac Conference), there's the
thinking that it's difficult to
attract corporations to our area
without a thriving culture.”
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