Garden Party
is great fun for
a super cause

hen 1 was asked to write a

story about The Capital

Grille’s perspective on The
Garden Party, which takes place Sun-
day, June 7, and why we participate, [
thought “no problem.” I could tetl you
that it's beeause it's such a wonderful
evant, but after several yecars you
already know that. I could tell you
what a great cause St. Vincent and
Sarah Fisher Center is, that you
already know, too.

So why do we participate in this
event and sponsor a dinner the night
prior? Because The Capital Grille
believes in helping the community
raise funds and awarcncss for the
abused children of the center.

When The Capitol Grille opened in
Troy in August 1996, we were too late
for that year's cvent, but knew 1997
was only a year away. Through our
relationship with Judy Dunn of
Decanter Imports, we became
inveolved with the 10th annual “La
Fete au Jardin” (Garden Party) and
also cooked dinner for an intimate
group of 63 at Judy's home, What we
didn't expect was the admiration the
community has for the St. Vincent
and Sarah Fisher Center.

A win-win proposition

You also have to consider what the
restaurateur receives from The Gar-
den Party. For the Capital Grille, we
aaw our name in at least three local
newspapers, heard it publicized on
WOMC and saw our name on invita-
tions, posters, etc. You can't put a
price on thot kind of public relations.
So we definitely felt it was o win-win
situation for all with the charity
receiving the biggest rewards,

Now let's take a look back at Gar-
den Party 1977. We need to begin
with the dinner party at Judy Dunn'a,
which we were told was the prelude to
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The way
# Farmington
buried their
dececnsed
4 changed dra-
matically in
1867 when a
lacal carpenter became Farmington's
firat undertaker.

Sergius P;ll.yan was a man of many

and
He was born in New York in 1805,
the son of millwright Eli Lyon.
Children in the 159th century usually
attended school for the basica: reading,
writing and arithmetic, Young Sergius
was no i is formal educatiy

Undertaking
still under way
in downtown
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to Livenia at the Power
settlement.

Arthur Power, n 1824
settler, the first in
Farmington, already
had a log house where
he welcomed other pio-
neers,

By the time Sergius
and Lucinda came to
Farmington, the com-
munity had rescurces
like saw milled lumber.
Sergius Lyon designed
and built a ion for

Joshua Simmons, It is
still standing at Greenmead in Livo-
nin, which was.the original Simmons

property. - .
Qther buildings that Sergius Lyon
designed and built included houges for

ended when he reached 13.

He had an aptitude for tools and
became a mechanic. He worked as o
Jjoiner, which was a carpenter. He alao
did brass work and clock work.

He married an Englishwoman,
Lucinda Davis, when he was 28 years
old. They lived in East Bloomfield,
N.Y., where his family had been pio-
neer settlers,

In 1837, when Michigan became a
state, Sorgius and Lucinda came to
Farmington. Other relatives were
already living in Michigan,

Lucinda's aunt, Hannah Simmons,
lived in Livonin.

Hannah's husband, Joshua Sim-
mons, was an early settler of Livonia,
“The 1877 History of Oakland County”
records that Jeshua Simmons had
come in 1826 and stopped on hia way

Joshun Simmons’ three sons.

An outstanding example of his
design is the Laowrence Simmons
house on 12 Mile Road in Farmington
Hills. This Gothic Rovival building
has outstanding examples of Gothic
style trim,

‘This house ia on the Michigan Regis-
ter of Historic Places, and is part of a
Farmington Hills Historic Distriet. It
is now used as a law office,

Lyon built numerous houses and
barmns and then went into the business
of ready-made coffins and self-regulat-
ing stoves. From 1844 to 1857, the
stoves were all *handmade of shect

iron.

In 1857, Lyon becamo an undertak-
cr. Before that, the deceased were laid
out in the parlor at home. Once profes-
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Above: Undertakers Wal-
ter Sundquist and Mark
Ziegler stand in front of
the Historic Plaque
which marks the spot of
the first funeral home in
town. They currently
operate the Heeney-
Sundquist Funeral
Home at that site. At left,
the grave marker of
Sergius P. Lyon, Farm-
ington’s first undertaker,
who is buried at Oak-
wood Cemetery on Grand

Be chatty

Share your interest-
ing story with the
Farmington Observer
in the “Chat Room.”

Yor more informa-
tion on submissions,
call Mary Rodrique nt
(248) 477-6450.
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Checking

It’s All in the lzf‘am.e
FREE!

Consider this.

If you operate a small business, smart money management is a
top priority. Like checking. Where we offer a huge advantage.
No monthly fee when you malntain a minimum average monthly
batance of only $2,500, and the first 100 transactions are free.*
Ptus, you can enjoy merchant services, payroll services and the
convenience of paying your business bills by telephone or by
PC. And morel

Now, thats reatly SmartBusiness! Ask for detalls at any branch.

original retail prices!
refrigerators

At low a3 399* for top mounl and as
low as 599 for sido-by-side reftigarators

sofas

As low as 349%

recliners

As low as 199%
5

mattresse.

As low as 99%
Panss washers,
dryers, ranges

Features: Handsome ring-bindez, 300 checks, 200 deposit slips
and a personalized endorsement stamp... Free... 3 $100 value.
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— F’RST FEDERAL One-ol-a-kind, out of caston, discontinued, floor samples,
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Ask Us. We Can Do ft.™ mvmw:. Mom;x: lon only.
Dranch offices througkout mietropolitan Detrolt, e vla by
Oxtrgo, Kalsuie100, Owomo, Drrand, and Okemos, SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLEY R
Exded houn 14 sorkcs Banrdeys Py 12008 |SIEAFIS AVE, 2 Open 7 Days
=, 1 MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT OFF PLYMOUTH AD. e [ Mon. & Fil. 9:30 am.-£:00 pm.

PHONE: 422-5700 & [§ Tues,Wed., Thurs. & Sat. 930 a.m.-6:00 pm.
low more ways to buy at Sears 2 Sunday 12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm.

PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NOT INCLUDED




