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Project anchors Sorrows to community

With the turn of a spade next
Weilnesday, Our Lady of Sorrows
will further deepen - and
atrengthen ~ its Farmington

roots.

And the Rov, Walter Hurley
couldn’t bo llnppiur about that.

“This is going to be an exciting
project,” said Hurlcy carlier this
week, referring to the planned
$5.9 million, two-phase renova-
tion nntd expansion of the 71-year
parish.

The project will enable Our
Lady of Sorrows to romain “a
very integral part of the Farm-
ington community,” Hurley said.

Because of the longtime con-
nection between the parish and
Farmington, the 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday groundbreaking will
be open to tho general public,

Among the d)g'mtnnes will be

city officials and
from Jonna Censtruction and
project engincera Giffels, Hoyem
and Basso. Hurley said the
graundbreukmg will take place
on the site of the proposed Fami-
ly Center, on the Raphael Street

; side of the campus. A reception
wilt follow,

“This (project) will bo a great

| overall improvement to the com-
muhity,” said Farmington City

" Manager Frank Lauhoff. “This

. raises the value of the entire
community.”

Caonstruction trailers are
n]rendy at the 19-ncre compus,
which is bordered by Raphael, 10
Mile, Powor and Shiawassce.
Work on the first phase, the
building of the 25,000 square-
foot, frec-standing Family Cen-
ter, will begin virtually as soon
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Heavenly hopes: The: Rev. Walter Hurley belicves renova-
tion at Our Lady of Sorrows will further cement the
church’s ties to the Farmington community.

as the groundbreaking ceremony
cnds.

“Once the Family Conter is
completed (in January 1899),
we'll move into the second
phaee,” Hurloy said, estimating
that tho entire project will bo
done by the turn of the century.

A strong fund-raising effort in-
foll 1997 netted $3.4 million in -

pledges and donations, with the
romaining $2.6 million being
lonned through the Catholic
Archdiocese of Detroit.

d

to bo one of those projecis where
* thero’s been very broad support.
Tho fund-raising cofforts are
indicative of the support that's
present.”

Currently, the parish is com-
priged of about 8,000 familics,
drawn from Fnrmington, Farm-
iumon Hills and unvernl sur-

grades.”

A task force was established in
1996 to study remedies for the
space crunch.

“Their recommendation was to
say, “We nced to look not only at
our school situation, but look at
the total parish (space) situa-
tion,” Hurley said.

And what they came up with
was the two-part project, start-
ing off with the Family Center
construction.

The center will feature an
Early Childhood Center, a new
gymnasium for the parish’s
growing athletic program, four
general meeting rooms, a small
chapel and 70 additional parking
BpAcCH,

Hurley said the second phase
of the project will upgrade exist-
ing achool facilities.

“It will bring all the grades
together in ono building, and it
will moke the movement of stu-
dents from classrooms into spe-
cialized rooms, for computer and
art for example, casior because
thoy won't have to go outside the
main building,” he said.*

Hurloy snid with the second

. phase, “we'll be able to accammo-
doate tho students we've got (830
projected enrollment for 1898-
99). We've had to struggle to find
room for everybody.”

Two pnrtnhln buildings, now

ing four on the

Growth in the parish's mem-
borship and aging facilities are
fucling the need to renovate and
expam:l Hurluy said.

*We've had tr sup-
port from the people of the
parish,* Hurley said. “This scems

» Newsroom:
> Newsroom fax:
» Nightline/Sports:

&HOMEL[NE.

» Open houses and new
developments in your area,
;| = Friee real estate seminar

: irfformation.

© | = Cherent mortgage rates.

248-477-5450
248-477-9722
734.953-2141
> Reader Comment Une: 734-953-2042
> Classified Advertising: 734-591-0900
>D!tplaryAdvmhln5: - 734.591-2300

» Home Delivery: 2489014716
»> DhltTVWeeldy‘ 734-953-2190
734-953-2020

I v CrassiFIED AFTER HOuRs: 734-591-0900

, that (influx of fami-
lies) put a real strain on our
school facilities. At one time, we
had empty classrooms and then
all of a sudden all kinds of people
wera coming into the lower

north end of the campus, will
“digappear” nfter the project.
Growth of the parish is show-
ing in other ways, Because the
two morning services now have
overflow crowds, Hurley said
Our Lady of Sortnwu will soon
begin Sunday evening worship
sorvices, The first will be 5:30
p.m. June 14, .

Our Lady

of Sorrows
renovation/
expansion
Sorrows is
beginnl

phaso, $5.9
miltion project;
1) Familly Center,
to be bullt this

2) Renovation 1o
oxlsting school,
in 1999,

Ground brepking
Is June 10.

New Family
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Additional
parking
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{connecting }:
two bulidings)

Power

Church’s family center will offer multiple uses

Here arc key components of
the Our Lady of Sorrows renova-
tion and expansion.

Phaso 1: Family Center has
a complotion date, January
1998, It will include:

B A chapel for small weddings,
funerals and prayer groups.

® Four meoting rooms that
can bo opened into a larger gath-
ering area for parish cvents,
meetinga and funeral Juncheons.

@ An Early Childhood Center
with four kindergarten and two
preschool classrooms.

® A new gymnasium for all

parish sports activitics, recre-
ational opportunitics and spaco
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to accommodate larger parish
gatherings.

M A warming kitchen, small
concession arca and men's and
women'a changing facilities.
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. S

H A ly 70 new park-
ing spaces for overflow church
parking.

Phase 2: Improvemeonts to
existing facilities has a com-
pletion dato by end of 1999, It
will include:

B Joining the two school build-
ings,
M Providing a central lecation
for the administration of the
achool, Christian Formation and
Youth Ministry.

H Converting the existing
gymnasium into a lunchroom/
multipurposoe area.

B Adding classroom space to
meet the projected target of four
classrooms at cach grade level.
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