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Instilling values requires
deliberate parental action

— As you read
FOCUSON  4h,i4 column, it
THEOLOGY {5 )otwoen

two popular
and important
national
observances
- Mother's
Day and
Father's Day.

These obser-
vances high-
light the '
major contri-
butions of one
of life's most important callings
— to be parents. I thought this
might be an approprinte time
for a few reflections about this
most important role,

In doing so, 1 hope to contin-
ye some fine thoughts present-
ed here two weeks ago by my
fellow “Focus on Theology™ col-
league, the Rev, Ronald Byars.

Around the time of Mother's
Doy and Father's Dny, it is not
uncommon for various forma of
the media to publish things
like, “What My Mother Taught
Me,” or *“Things [ Learned from
My Dad.”

One of these I read asked
local celebrities of various
walks of lifc to reflect about
what were the most important
things that their mother had
taught them. I found many of
these very interesting.

Some were intercsting for
what they snid, others for what
they did not sny. I wondered
how some of the mothers felt as
they read what their oﬂ‘spnng
thought were the most impor-
tont things they had learned
form thelr mother.

1 would suggest that among
thnt many things parents hand
on to their children, the most
importnm are o strong sense of
cloar valucs, Where clse con
children learn their "core” val-
uea?

How clse do they learn about
measuring life, particularly
behavior, in terms of what is
good for them perzonally and
for others with whom they
relate? How do they come to an
awarencss of what they should
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strive for in life? Where clsc
will they receive a basis for
their priorities as they grow
older and as they make
lifeatyle decisions in the future?

Parenta nced to be very
nggressive in the effort to teach
values to their children. These
children are going to grow up
in a.world of very mixed, and
often very ahallow, values.
They need to have a strong
clear foundation upon which
they will base their decisions
about what they scek, and
what they do.

Parents cannot just hope that
they children will turn out
right. They need to be strong
teachers of those thinga which
elevate human attitudes and
behaviors above tho lovel of
simply personal comfort and
desire. They need to help their
children learn the importance
of evaluating the circumstances
and behaviora they face, and
then of making choices that
will be not only for their per-
sonal benefit, but also for tho
good of those they love and,
indeed, society as n whole.

Parenta generally deal well
with day-to-day behavior. They
try to toach good patterns of
behavior and guide their chil-
dren in daily cholces. Often,
however, parents need to be
much stronger in taking the
children deeper into the basis
for attitudes and behaviors,

What values guide their
choices? How do thoy deter-
mine not only what is attrac.
tive and satisfying here and
now, but what is best from
them in the long torm?

Secondly, parents need to be
very clear that thoy teach ag
much by what the do as by
what they say. If parents are
willing to live a consistent
lifestyle, guided by beliefs and
values, they will teach a clear
lesson,

If, however, parents in their
own patterns of behavior fre-
quently set aside their valucs
in the interest of some immedi-
ate satisfaction, and this

Plense sec VALUES, B8

Jehovah convention coming to county"'

It's been nearly five deendes
since former Unionville, Michi-
gon resident Jennie Klukowski
attended her firat big assembly
of Christiana in St. Louis Mis-
souri.

Now 70-year-old Klukowski is
returning to her Michigan roots
for another huge religious gath-
ering as she attends the Interna-
tional Convention of Jehovah's
Witnesses at the Silverdome in
Pontiac June 12-14.

Delegates from 30 countries
will attend the program, “Ged's
Way of Life” which will provide
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n Delogates from 30 countries will attend the

program, “God's Way of Life,”

which wlil provide

information on improving family tife, managing
stress and finding Joy in a troubled world. All are
welcome including those of other retigions or
those with no religion at all.

convention will be the presence
of many foreign missionaries
who will share their experiences
of working in other countries.
Those reports will be presented
ot 11 a.m. Friday, at 11:10 a.m.

day and at 11:10 a.m. Sun-

on improving family
life, managing stresa and fi nding
joy in o troubled world. All are
welcome including these of other
religions or thoso with no relic
gion at all,

*I can think of lots of good rea-
sons for people to attend this
cvent,” said convention coordina-
tor Paul Fralin, “Thore will be
talka. lively diseussions, inter-
views, true-to-life presentations
called demonstrations, and a
moving Biblical drama with cos-
tumed actors are acheduled.”

Some 41,700 dolegates from
around the world are expected to
attend the three-day event. At
the same time seven other citica
across North America will host
international conventions wel-
coming delegates from 28 coun-

tries.
A apecml featuro at this years

day, .

Klukowski will be among the
missionaries who will share sto-
rics of 48 years spent a8 a mis-
gionary in Brazil. Some 84 of her

low at 2:10 p.m.

Bible-based talk on the sub-
ject, *Is there Life nftes Death”
will begin at 4:20 p.m. to con-
clude the Fridny afterncon ses-
aions,

On Saturday, a baptism and
ordination ceremony will'be held
at 11:30 a.m.

Sunday’s program will begin
at 11:10 a.m, with a Biblical
drama entitled "Families Make

Bible d later got L

Daily Biblo Reading Your Way of

as Jehovah's Witnesses.

“In, my personal ministry, it
has been more than gratifying
and satisfying to hear students
say that, ‘Bible truth and pnncn-
pals saved my mnrrmge, "
Klukowski said. “And I a
happy to call Brazil my home-a
cnun{.ry of friendly and outgoing

ple.”

The Silverdome convention
will begin at 11:30 a.m. Friday,
June, 12, when the keynote
address “Christ's Ronsom —
God's Way of Salvation™ will be
presented. A symposium enti-
tled, “Parents, Inculeate God's
Wny in Your Children” will fol-

Life.” The drama will portray n
atory from the Bible demonstrat-
ing that the Bible ia not just a
book of ancient histery, but that
ita counsel is truly beneficial to
both young ones and adults
today,

‘The main topic of the conven-
tion will be presented by Daniel
Sydlik, of the Governing Body of
Jehovah's Witnesaes from Brook-
lyn New York, at 1:50 p.m. on
Sundoy. The subject will be "The
Only Way to Everlasting Life.”

Jehovah’s Witnesses acknowl-
edge God'a Kingdom under
Christ as the government soon to
rule over the earth in vighteous-

ness. They trust in this Bible-
based promise and are therefore
neutral toward all human gov- =%
emments. b

The modern organization was
incorporated in 1884 and tho.
socicty hea published more than
21 billion Bibles and Bible-study
nida used by Jehovah's Witness-
es during the past 114 yeara,

There are more than 5.6 mil-
lion Jehovah's Witnesses in 232
countries.

They are organized into more
than 85,000 congregations, all of
which work under the direction
of a central governing body locat-
ed in Brooklyn, New York.

Each witneas is ordained n
minster at his baptism, an event
which is accompanied by a for-
mal ceremony. He thereafter |
ministers to family, friends and ;

public by preaching under the ™
direction of his local congrega--=:

tion

“We allow nothing - neither
race, nationality, nor ethnic. ;
background - to cause us to hate
our neighbors, We will not kil
anyone,” Fralin said.

All convention sessions ar
free and open to the public, N
collection will be taken. The pro- i
gram will begin cach morning o
8:30 a.m. and afternoon at 1:3

p.m. ::
To learn more about Jehovah's .2}

Witnesses visit their website at”.}
www.watchtower.org. X
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Christian drama duo appearing at Evanswood

Evanswood Chureh of Gad of
Troy and Metropolitan Church of
God of Detroit arc co-sponsoring
a special weekend of Christinn
drama June 12-14.

Cuater and Hoose present 40-
plus years of experience in music,
comedy, and drama,

They present full musical the-
ater productions and perform a
variety of sketches on different
topics and family issues.

Custer and Hoose have been a
duo since 1989. Together they
have worked with a wide range of
national and international min-
istries.

They have helped create an
inatructional video series with
the Billy Graham Evangelistic

ion, made pri i
and developed rndlo spots for
Promisc Keepers, crented charac-
ters voices for Focus on the Fami-
ly and worked with Touch Min-
istries International, presenting
wnrkshops in As\n.

In

q

ure in the Christian acting com-
munity. He has toured with
Jeremiah People.

His experience includes Chris-
tian films and professional stuge

registrations are required for din-
ner by June 10.

Custer and Hoose will perform
at 8 p.m, Cost for performance
are $5 per person and the public
is mvﬂ.cd Admission fee will be

work, Bob Hoosc has worked
ly in both Cl and

llected at the door. *

sccular theater and radio for
more than 20 years.
Hg has produced Christian

authors, having pubhnhed with
Word and Lillenns. They are the
founders and cditors of The
National Sketeh of the Week
Club,

Jim Custer is a recognized fig-

1 touring groups, includ-
ing the Jeremiah People.

A dinner theater presentation
will be on Fridny evening, June
12 at Evanswood Church of God.
The dinner begins at 7 p.m. and
costs range from $3-5 per meal:

Children under 5 sire not
encouraged to attend the pro-
gram - child care ia available for
$1.00 per child.

Drama Workshop will be held
at Evanswood Church of God on
Saturday, June 13 from 9 &.m. to
2:30 p.m. Box Junch included in
cost of the event. Costa for work+
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