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Marlins like ’98 scenario better

What o difference a year can
make. In the eage of Farmington
Hills Mercy’s softball program, it
has meant a successful
turnaround in the postscason.

Mercy’s 1997 tournament atoy
didn’t last beyond tho pre-dis-
trict round, but the Marlins cast
aside those di inting memo-
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Moug, Beth Ann Nowak, Paige
Eivr.-n and Schreeder) in the

timely hits and to play seven
innings.”

Livonia Ladywood and Detroit
Mumford will also be at the
Groves regional. That game is

h 1

rics Saturday by capturing the
Division 1 district championship
at Birmingham Groves.

Led by senior right-hander
Terri Schroeder's sparkling, com-
plete-game effort, Mercy edged
Redford Union, 2-0, to carn a
berth in the regional tournament
Saturday at Groves. The Marlina
(26-10) will take on Detroit Mar-
tin Luther King at 10 a.m.

“I know (the Crusaders) have
a lot of speed and dedicated play-
ars that work at the game, so
we'll preparo for them,” Mercy
coach Jack Falvo said.

“1 think the No. 1 thing is we
have to be prepared to get some

duled to start approxi
30 minutes after the Mercy-King
matchup ends.

Falvo said winning o district
championship was one of Mercy's
primary goals, especially after
last ycar's pre-district loss to
Farmington.

“We didn’t play very well
ogainst Farmington last year,"
he sald. “We made a lot of errors
and we weren't propared to play,
but thia year the senior class has
just exemplified everything you
would want in lendership and
commitment,

“Considering we had six
seniors on the field (Katic
Homant, Shayla O'Mara, Kelly

hip game who gradu-
‘ated (Friday) and had their all-
night party, they did a super job
of playing. They were tired, but
they did what they had to do.”

Mercy, which needed just
three innings to disposc of
Southfield-Lathrup in the dis-
trict semifinals, 28-0, relied on
Schroeder's pitching and two
first-inning runs to defeat Red-
ford Union.

“Redford Union came to play
today,” Falvo said. “Their pitcher
(Debbie Christensen) did a super
job. Our hitters had a tough time
against her, and Redford Union
was well prepared.”

The Marli: lected four of

threat came in the fourth inning
when Lauren Monterey, who had
two hits and reached base three
times, tripled with no outs but
was left stranded at third.

“We were working really hard
to make something happen,”
Falvo said. “We were trying Lo
get bunta down and hit and run,
but we couldn’t get anything
going. I expected to score more
than two, first-inning runs, but
we'll take it.”

Schrocder allowed just two
hits and struck out 10, RU's
Laura Hillsen eingled in the first
inning and doubled in the sev-
enth.

The Panthers reached the
championship game with a 13-8,

! k Wi" gver 1
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ita eight hits in the pivotal first

inning. Homant and O'Mara led

off with singles, advanced on’'

Erin Carson’s sacrifice and came

homo on Moug’s two-run double,
Mercy's only other scoring

RU overcame an early 8-2
deficit with three runs in the
third, five in the fourth and
three in the sixth, For the Blue
Jays, Leah Dexter went 3-for-3
and scored twice.

Falcons just miss upset of Chiefs

A step away.
That's how close F'

L ————————
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came to winning its Division I
goftball district semifinal against
Plymouth Canton Saturday at
Canton HS ~— ane step,

" The situation: Chiefs’ pitcher
Gretchen Hudson cruises into
the bottom half of the seventh
inning (Farmington was the
home team) working on a perfect
game, with a 2-0 lead. Falcon
lead-off hitter Kristen Brown
ends that bid with a solid double
to left-center field. Then, after a-
ground-out and a batter hit by a
pitch, Hudson's mound opponent
— Melissa Mytty — cnda her
shutout hopes with a single,
scoring Brown.

With runners at first and sec-
ond and one out, the roof was
eracking for the reigning West-
ern Lakes Activitics Association
champions, When Meghan
ORear followed with a line shot

down the right field line, it -

seemed the roof would fall in.

But Cnnton right-fielder Becky
Mize pounced on the ball and
fired it to first baseman Liz
Elsner, retiring O'Rear and hold-
ing the basc-runner at third.
Hudson onded the threat by
striking out Angie Luttman with
the tying run at third and the
winning run at second, preserv-
ing the Chiefa’ 2.1 victory and
sending them to the district
championship game.

Farmington, meanwhile, fin-
ishes its senson with a final
record of 16-14,

“That play there is the play of
the game,” said Canton coach
Jim Arnold. “The ball gots by
(Mize) and we're going home —
gamo's ovor,

“But Becky's been making

SOftba“ from page C1

those plays for us all year.”

And those are the kind of plays
that have made the Chiefs win-
ners all year. Indeed, it wasn't
hitting that won this match-up;
in fact, the Falcons had two hits
to Canton’s one in the game.
Defense made the difference.

The Chiefs scored a run in the
second inning without benefit of
a hit. Erica Hancz and Mize both
drew onc-out walks; stolen basea
moved them up, and a passed
ball delivered tho game's first

n.,

Canton’s only hit resulted in a
second run, scored in the fifth
inning. Again, Mytty — she
issued six walks in the game and
hit a batter, while Hudson hit
one batter but walked none —
suffered through a bit of wild-
ness, walking Carrie
Kovachevich and Christina Kies-
el with one out, Paula McKer-
nan then got the Chiefs only hit,

a solid single to right that scored
Mize after Becky Depotter's
throw home bounced past
Q'Rear, the catcher.

“They had one base hit,” Farni-
ington coach Jerry Osborne said.
“That ball (hit by O'Rear in the
soventh) gets down the right
field line and the game's over.
But (Mize) made on excellent

play.

“Thoy're solid. They always
play solid defense, I always say,
the team that makes the mis-
takes normally loscs,

“Mytty threw well enough to
win the game. But it was a pitch-
er's duel, and Hudson's onc of
the best around.”

And the further a team pro-
gresses in the state tournament,
the more evident it becomes:
pitching, defense and making all
those little plays are what wins,

“Wae lost 50 many close gamea
(12) this year by one run that I
thought the tide might change,”
Seaholm coach Mike Hesaling
said.

“It's been one of those seasons.
But the girls are achievers; they
practice and play hard every
day. It's just very heartbreak-
ing.”

After pinch-runner Kim
Spaudling was out at the plate
on a close play in the Harrison
fourth, the Hawka tied the score
on Emmett’s double that scored
Katina Vitanis.

Harrison hed taken a 2:0 lead
in the third with only one of its

12 hits. Ari Ault drew a bases-
loaded single and Maxcy fol-
lowed with an RBI single.

Ali Ault was the winning
pitcher, scattering eight hite
while walking two and striking
out a pair. Gholston had 11
strikeouts and issued four walks,
Both hit one batter each, Sea-
holm made two errors.

Harrison's Vitanis was 3-for-5
and acored two runs. Jamic
Swartz was 2-for-3, Maxey 2-for-
4 and Emmett 2-for-5. Andren
Silecchia and Townsend had two
hits apiece for Seaholm.

Teachman also cited the defen-
sive play of Vitanis (shortatop),

Maxey (second base) and first
baseman Leslie Schrock in both

games.

“It's definitely a team game
when you put in a whole day like
this,” he said. “And the senigrs
get to do some more high school
stuff, and this has been a won-
derful senior ¢lass. To keep on
working with them will be a lot
of fun.”

HARRISON B, COUNTRY DAY 2: The
Howks fell behind 2-0 in the first inning
aftee moking two costly crrors,

But they rallied with @ four-run third,
Afer o hit by Swastz and walks to Vito-
nis and Emmiett, Vosler hit o two-tun sin-

gle and Asi Ault followed with 8 two-un
double. .

Harrlson added another tun In the
sixth, Swonz singled and pinch-runner
Kim Spoulding advanced on o sacrlfice
by Vitonis and ecorad on a Vosler singlo.

All Ault pitched a complete gome,
allowing five hits and two walks, Swanz
was 2{or3 and Yosler 2for-2.

SEAHOLM 20, OAK PARK 0:
Stephanie Levine pitchad o perfect
gome for three (nnlngs, which (5 how
Iong this firstwound district contest last-
ed. She even struck oul alt nino batters
she faced.

January Hainer had three hits, Includ:
ing 8 home run and a double, and six
R8I. Levine helped her cause with three
hits, and Carrie Gonzales added two.

Winning pitcher: Senior Terri Schroeder allowed just
two Redford Union hits in the district championship
game Saturday. Mercy won, 2-0.

Seorching for something to enjoy as
a fomuly? Look ta tha Yahoo - the
build-ityourself beginner's fun kort.
The seat and steering columa
adjust with your growsng child.
Also gvailoblo as an

REGIONAL PAIRINGS

REGIONAL BASEBALL PAIRINGS
(o Saturdey, June 8)
DIVIStoN |

Semifinsts: Redford Thurston vs. Detrolt
Ronoissonce, 10 8.m.; Alion Park vs. Farming:
10n Hills Hamison, p.m.

Samifinal
Park, 9:30
Beileville, 12;

Champlonship Minal: Approximotely 2:30
p.m. {Winner advances 10 the stote qubrterfi
nals, Tuesaty, June 9, ot CarletonAlpont v,
Brighton teglonal champion.)

t BRIGHTON
Samifinats: Orighton va. Broth

Taylot Kennedy vs. Lincaln
Wastland John Genn ve.

finsl:

: 3pm
{winner advances to the state quartedfinals,
Tuesday, June 9, at Southgate Andorach vs.
St. Clalr Shores Lakeview reglonat champion.}
DAVISION 1
#t ONSTED
Semifinals: Lutheran Westiand vs. Monroo
St. Mary's, 10 8.m.; Onsted vs. Riverviaw

or Rice, 10 a,m.; Walied Lake Wastern vi.
North Farmington, 12:30 p.m.
inal:

3:30

0.m. {Winner advances 1o 1ha state quanerti.

nals, Tuesdsy, June D, ot Sline, vs. Lnke Fen-
pion.}

it Jpm,
(Winner acdvances 1o the Btate quorierlinals,
Tuesday, Juna 9, o1 Carloton-Alrport, ve.
Southgate plon.)

DIVISION IV
at WHITMORE LAKE

#t BIRMINGHAM GROVES
Semlifinale: Radford Catholic Centéal ve.
University of Detroit-Jesutt, 10 edfora
Union vs. Detroit Weatem, 1 3
Champlonship finsl: Appr tely 3 p.m.
{Winnet edvances 10 the stele quatterfinals,
Tuesday, June 9, at St. Clalr Shores Lokeviow,

vs. Grosso Pointe Sovth regional champion.)

DAVISION 11
ot RIVERVIEW

GOIf from page C1

Aqulnas va. Ply.
mouth Chilstian Academy, 9:30 a.m.; Deer.
Tield va. JacksonVandercook Lake, noon.

Champloaship flnsl; Approa(motely 2:30
p.m. (Winner advances 10 the state quarterfl-
nats, Tuesday, June 9, et Lansing Everett, vs.
Climax-Scotts reglonal thamplon.)

REGIONAL QIRLS SOFTBALL PAIRINGS
DIVISION |

neer, 9:30 o.m.3 Lincoin Pork' vs. Toylor Tru-
man, 12;30 p.m.

Chamglonshlp final: Approaimotely 2:30
p.m. {Winner advances to the state quarterf
nals, Tussday, Juna 9, al CarlotonAlIpon, vs.
Orighton segional champion.)

t BRIGHTON

Samifinala: Plymouth Canton va., Walled
Laha Western, 10 a.m.; West Bloomhield vs.
Brighton, noon,

Champlonahip final: Approximately 2 p.m.
(Winner advances to the state quarterdinals,
Tuesdoy, Juna 9, vs. Southgute Andarson
regionat champion.)

#t BIRMINGHAM GROVES

Semifinals: Datroit King vs. Farminglon
Hills Mercy, 10 a.m.: Livonta Ladywood vs.
Detroit Mumford, noon.

Champlonship flnsl: Approximately 2 p.m.
(Winner advancas 10 the state quarterfinals,
Tuesday, June 9, at St. Clalt Shores Lokeview
v5. Grosse Pointe South regional chompion.)

at RIVERVIEW
Semifinals; Farmington Hills Han(son vs.
Allon Paik, .m.; Detroit Renalssance ve.
Deacbomn Divine Could, nooa.

801
Semifinals: Garden Clty vs. Ana Ardor Pio-

fnal: 2 pm.
(Winner advances 10 the state quaiterfinals.

“Overall, I think the girls
played really well,” Kowalski
8nid, considering the tees were
moved back to make the holes
even longer.

“Foreat Akers West is the
toughest course we played all
year. They took a course that
has an extremo alope (degree of
difficulty) to bogin with and
made it even harder.”

With the lone exception of
Smith, the Marlins will return
their entire team next scason
and should have an even better
shot at winning tho state title.

“Ohviously, we're looking at o
bright future,” Kowalski said.
“We oniy graduule one senior,
and all the teams cloae to us
graduate two, three or four
senjors.

<] believe tho girls will sct a

team goal to try to win the state
championship next year.
Grandville has four seniors;
they're gone, good-byel

*By no means will it be a cake-
walk, however. There will be
several teams vying for the top
spot, and then there’s the
unknown. You don't know about
incoming freshmen.”

Sophomore Cassio Jemison,
reprosenting the Farmington
unified tenm, qualified individu-
ally for the atate mcot as a
regional champion.

Placed in the same foursome
with the other regional wi

Sopha said, “but she gained a
wealth of expericnce. She's look-
ing forward to next year and will
go into the match with some
experience.”

TOURNEY STATS: Saider was 4-under
por on Friday (88} and one ever Satur
day {73) for a 141 total, Othors in the
top 10 were Kim Benedict, Rochester
Adams, 155; Stephanie Bezilla,
Grandville, 158; LeAnna Wicks,
Beighton, 158; Jessica Hartman, Cllo,
158; Momoko Sone, Saline, 159; Aman-
da Pellit, Harper Woods Regina, 160;
Malissa Saeller, Zeotand, 181; and Car-
otyn East Lansing, 182,

Jomison shot 89 the first day
and feiled te make the cut to
play on Saturday.

*Tho pressue of the state meet
is something sho wasn't used to,”
Farmington a:onch Ann Maric

Tho olher teom scores wote Adams
GAY, Lost Lansing 703, Salino 704,
Grand Btanc 710, Brighton 728, Aan
Arbor Huron 755, Forest Hills Central
756, Cotdwater 759 and Grand Ledge
767.

Tuescay. June 9, a1 Southgate Anderson, v3.
St. Clour Shores Lakeview regional champion.)
CIVISION i1
at ONSTED

Semifinataz Clinton vs. Allen Pork Cabinl,
10 8.m.; Monroe St Mary's vs. Lutheran High
Westiand, noon.

Championshlp final: Approx(mately 3 p.m!
(Winner advances to 1he state quarterfinals,
Tuesday, June D, at Sline, vs. Loke Featon
regionsl champion.)
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