Rockabitly star Ronnie Daw-
son, whose song “Yum, Yum,
Yum” appeared in the film
“Primary Colors,” performs at
9 p.m. at the Mill Street Entry
below Clutch Cargo’s, 65 E.
Huron, Pontiac. Tickets $10 in
advance for the 18 and older
show. (248) 333-2362 or
http:! lwww.961melt.com

“Classic Soul” concert featur-
ing the Stylistics, Dramatics,
Chi-Lites, Cuba Gooding and
the Main Ingredient, Delfonics
and Major Harris, 8 p.m. at
the Fox Theatre, 2211 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit. Tickets $35

—t-and.$27.50, call (248);433? -t

1515 or (313) 983-6611.

“Rent” continues at the Fisher
Theatre, 3011 W, Grand
Boulevard, Detroit, Tickets
$26-860, Curtain 7:30 p.m.,
call (248) 645-6666.

Hot Tix: The fifth annual
Great Lokes Chamber
Music Festival, through
Saturday, June 20, fea-
tureg pianist James Tocco,
and other internationally
known musicians, per-
forming at seven different
venues. Call (248) 362-
6171 for more informa-
tion, and to order tickets.
Tichets aleo available at
Ticketmaster, (248) 645-
6666. See concert sched-
ule inside,
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Go *Into the Woods” with the St. Dunstan’s
Theatre Guild aa they present hon Sond-

“Into the Woods"”

heim's sward-winning musicsl in Cranbrook’s
outdoor Greek Theatre.

With a book by James Lapine, “Into the
Woods” is Sondheim’s “sophisticated take on
fairy-tales,” soid director Amy Lynn Smith of
Birmingham, “What aro the ramifications, good
and bad of having a dream come true.”

Join the Baker, his wife, Cinderella, the
Witch, Jack and Little Red Riding Hood as they
venture “Into the Woods.” :

“They’re not cari they’re realistic peo-

PRESENTED 8Y: St, Dunston's Theotre Guild of
Cronbrook

WHEN: 8:30 p.m. Fridoy-Soturday, June 56; Thurs-
doy-Soturday, June 11+13; snd 2 p.m. Sunday, June 7.
WHERE: Outdoor Greek Theatre, 400 Lono Pine
Rosd, Bloomfield Hills.

TICKETS: General Admission $15, Seniors and Stu-
dents, $12. Call {248) 644-0527.

h sro Famili

ple facing choices,” explained Smith: “There are
a lot of lessons, fun and energy.”

Jamie Richards stars as the Baker. “I'm a
huge, huge Sondheim fan,” said Richards. “I love
the complexity, the beauty of his music. It
touches me in a way that no anc clse does.”

Richards belicves *Into the Woods” is the per-
fect production for the outdoor Greck theater,
“The show takes place in the woods, and tho

v Even if you're not
familiar with the show, you'll know the charac-
tera”

He's seen the show four times and is enjoying
his character. “He’s dependent and grows to be
indopendent,” explained Richards. “There's a lot.
,of humor and good drama, there ore so many
levela ot play, which is fun, and the music is
amazing. It's like a dream to be singing some of
these pongs.”

Rehearsing: Jamie Richards (left to right), Nicki Stacey and Peggy Lee perform in “Into the Woods.”

ST. DUNSTAN'S TAKES AUDIENCES

‘INTO THE WOODS’

Nicki Stacey is the Boker's Wife. She and
Richards performed together in onother-Sond-
heim show “Merrily We Roll Along,” presented
by St. Dunstan’s in 1995.

“We're having a good time playing together,”
said Staccy. “This is a fun part. I like the humor
of the show and the ties to real life. Everyone
should be able to relate to it.”

Stacey nlsa enjoys performing outdoors, "It's
beputiful,” she said. “I love it. As an actor you
have to remember the audience is all around
you. Before it gets dark, and the lights come on,
you can make eys contact with the people in the
audience. You can connect immediately with the
audicnce, and see how they're responding.”

This show utilizes the entire theater — the
stage, nisles, grass. “Amy makes the audience
fecl like they're in the woods with the charac-
ters. It makes it more renl,” zaid Richards.

To help tell the story, Ann DeMay of Clark-

Pleaso sco WOODS, E2

‘Porgy & Boss'

WHAY;: Tha Michigon Opara
Theatre production of the Gersh-
wins' ‘Porgy & Bess”

WHERE;: The Detrolt Opera
Housa, {at tho corner of Modison
Avonuo and Broodway, one block
oast of Woodward Avenuej,
Detroil.

WHEN: 8 p.m. Thursday-Satur-
day, June 46, Wednesday-Satur-
day, Juno 10-13; 7:30 p.m, Sun-
day, Juns 7 and 24 and 2 p.m.
Sunday, June 7 and 14,
TICKETS: $168-$95, {248) 045~ & YA l
6868, of (313) 874-SING :

(7484). Bryson

BY JOBN MONAGIIAN
BPECIAL WRITER
By now, most movie-gocrs know what
“The Truman Show™ is about, And
that's just the way Peter Weir likes it.
The dircctor’s recent visit to Detroit
was part of a major atudio enmpaign to
sproad the faith about *Truman,” a
modern fablo which has been hailed by
many critics as a “near mastorplece.”
Jim Carrey stara as Truman Bur-
bank, a regular guy who, unbcknownst

The Michigan Opera Theatre pro-
duction of “Porgy & Bess” conveys
the strong, langorous sensuality
and the deep-rooted core of commu-
nity that are the
in what is often hailed as Americu's
only great opera.

But the MOT production nlso
raises some of the questions that
have always swirled around this
great work, both musical and socio-
logical,

Director Tazewell Thompson's
production emphasizes the commu-
nity of Catfish Row, the black dock-

Weir spreads the faith
about ‘The Truman Show’

Frienda and family are actually actors
fed linea and stoge directions through
tiny ear picees. The island community
ho resides in, Seahaven, is just a giant
domed poundatage with painted clouds
and fako facades.

Anide from prescnting such a com-
plex story, Weir has aceomplinhed
another miracle: settling rubber-faced
comedian Carrey down long enough to
deliver the performance of his carcer.
{Weir has expericnce, guiding Robin

inl tension

side quarter of Charleston, 8.C,, in
the 1920s. it is & community rooted
in fundamentalist Christianity, with
a touch of old-style superstition. It is
also a poor community plogued with
the usual, and still surviving,

of escape = 1i

‘Porgy & Bess’ well staged, hard to hear

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
BTAFF WRITER

nlco- don't

to him, has had his life broad

n
almoat since his h;\:oplion.
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hol, easy sex and drugs.

Kenncth Foy's sets, though a bit
shakey at times, convey the ram-
shnckle community perfectly.

This is a story of the unconditional
love of the crippled beggar Porgy for
the sensua), irresponsible and drug-
addicted Beas. It is nlso the story of
how o community comes together in
hard times and againat all odds.

“The Truman Show.”
\

The “Porgy & Bess” problems are
two-fold. The sociological problem is
casy to dismiss. Many in the black
cammunity have actually called the
opera demeaning to blacks, a work
by white people about things they

d: 1. Compared to eur-
rent rap music and film and televi-
sion portrayals of the black commu-
nity, “Porgy & Bess” is enlightencd,
compassionate and true. It's charac-
ters are flawed, but ita portrayal of
uncenditiona! love and abiding com-
munity are a positive view of poor
people struggling with and overcom

—— gy
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Flimmaking: Peter Weir (right) and Jim Carrey (left) on the set of |
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