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Roots of remembrance

Approximately 46 of the 60
peeple in the audience at Mon-
day night’s Farmington City
Council meeting were there
becausc of the expected closing
of the Downtown Farmington
Center Farmer Jack grocery

store.

Many of them are senior citi-
zens, upset about the prospects
of losing n store that is close to
home. .

City Manager Frank Lauhoff
said the city council assured
them that they too are anxious
to find out what the future might
hold for the Farmer Jack —
which is reported to be shutting *
down in late June.

*There was absolute consen-
sus, everyono agrees a full-ser-
vice grocery store is necded to
Berve senior citizens in the area,
and (serve) everyonc olse,”
Lauhoff said .

About 12 people spoke to the
council, and names, phone num-
bore and addrosscs of Kimco
Corp. (the center landlord) and
Greater Atlantic & Pacific Tea
Company officiala were dis-

Growth through grlef: Dr. and Mrs. Gary Vance
stand with neighbors beside the tree planted in
memory of their daughter, Toria Lin Vance. For a
donation of $150, the city of Farmington Hills
will plant a tree in Heritage Park, on any other
city-owned site, in memory of the person of your
choice. Donors may specify the type of tree
desired, as long as it is a species native to the

_park in which it is planted.

" In addition, a written memorial and photograph
will be placed in the official Memorial Tree Book
at the Visitor's Center at Heritage Park. The pro-
gram was started in 1990 with more than 200

_ trees planted so far.

For information, call the Department of Special

Services at 473-9570 or George Morrow at 473-
9530.

Clarenceville Public Schools
wil! not join in a second *Durant-
type” lawsuit to force the state to
spend more money on mandated
speeinl education programs,

Instead of joining the sccond
lawsuit, Sunerintendent Tom
Tattan said Clarenceville will
labby lawmakers in Lansing to
spend more money for state-
mandated special education pro-
grama,

“We're still concerned that
there are no constraints on ape-
cinl education costs,” Tattan
said. “They’re going up higher
than funding increases from the
state, and that brings major
financiol implications to school
districts. Programs were put into

tributed for them to call or send
protest letters and petitions.
A&P owns Farmer Jack.

“It was a very good example of
what this community is about,”
Lauhoff snid. “There were con-
cerns presented in a reasonable
manner. They were nll there to
find a solution.

“Therc's o lot of anxiety. Any-

time something like this hap-
pens, people don't know what
the result is going to be. We
don't, either.”
" Lauhoff noted the rumors a
store shuttin down have circulat-
ed for five years, and that city
council members have “made it
clear to Kimco that (they are)
strongly in favor of maintaining
a grocery store” in that location.

There is another Farmer Jack
store at Farmington-Nine Mile
roads, in the Crossroads Shop-
ping Center.

“The city council ultimately
has no control over what goes in
there,” Lauhoff said. “Kimeo will
make the final decision, But we
want to make aa strong a case a3
we can nbout what is important

Clarenceville won’t join

law, and no one worried how
they would be paid for.”

Clarencevillo waa not part of
the original, so-called Durant
lawsuit, which involved only 84
Michigan schoo! districts. Farm-
ington's schooels got back $9.5
million from the state in the set-
tlement.

Despite not joining the suit,
Clarencevillo still expeets to get
slightly more than $1 million
scttlement from the first Durant
suit, The money should come in
two parts, one-half up front in
November 1998, and the rest
over the next 10 years, with the
money coming from a state bond
issue,

Clarenceville also has decided

Plea for downtown grocer hits council, too

to the community.”

Lauhoff said the city continues
to stress to Kimeo that the city is
“very much opposed” to any sce-
nario where Farmer Jock would
close ~ but continue lensing out
the property so that a competitor
could not move in.

oy
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Jack is made official, Kimco and
the city council will hold o joint
meeting, Lauhoff said.

Officials hope that if another”
grocery store moves in it wil
meet the nceds of senior citizerpy
an fixed income an well as young:?

'As Boon as the fate of Farmer families, Lauhoff said. k32
rs
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“When you're coming east, but I can't tell you nnythmz"—’,-j

there ia nothing; When you're
coming west, there is no mar-
ket,” said Knunelis, 43, who
shopped at the Farmer Jack four
to five times a weck. *They need
a market in downtown Farming-

n.

“That's one of the reasons we
bought in downtown. We can
walk to church, walk to school,
walk to the movies and walk to
the supermarket.”

©On Monday, a Kimco official
said he'’s not heard from Farmer
Jack about the store closing. “1
hate to be o no comment person,

‘Durant II’

nat to sue the state in court to
posaibly get a bigger scttlement
from the first lawsuit.

At 7 p.m., June 11, the
Clarenceville Board of Education
will hold a public hearing to
decide how the first $625,000 in
settlement money should be
spent. The state requires a pub-
lic hearing.

It is expected the money could
buy some of the thinga the dis-
trict necds: new buses, electronic
gear and technology traiuing,
security, textbooks and building
improvements and repaira,

The first Durant lawauit
claimed the state didn’t fund
state-mandated apecial educa-
tion programs.
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SEARS

tn the Lawn and Garden
Section of the Sears insarts for
5/31, 674, 6/7 and 6/11 the
follawing items will have
limited avallability due 1o
unusually rich demand.
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Lawnmower Stock Numbers
= 38720, 38721, 38722, 37740,
= 37742, 37752, 37759, 37761

Tractor Stock Numbers -

Don' l lt one.

said Frank Descenzo, Kimem =
leasing director. o2

If a new tenant has to l@;
found, Descenzo said they'd lookl
to sec what would be “the best 2
fit.” :

“In order for us to maintain 8 7
vioble shopping center down 2
there, we have to offer the publig.-
what they want,” Descenzo saidf<
“One of the main ingredients to &>
good shopping center is what w3
call merchandise mix. >

“If that's what they wanids
that's what a good landlord wilk
try to give.” st

Reception honors s
Botsford teacher

A reception will be held .]
3:30-5 p.m. todny, June 4, at
the Botsford Media Center at
Botaford Elementary School
for teacher Patricia Winnie,
honoring the many children’s [*
lives she has touched. N

The school ja at 19515,
Lathers, off Seven Mile, The,
Botsford PTO hosts the
reception for her former stu-
dents, parents and friends.

Winnie moved to Livonia
29 years ogo ond has taught
second grade for 40 years in’
the same school. She has also
taught religious education at
St. Genevieve.
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27061 and 27062. Feeling a bit tost? Call us. We can answer Kour questions, talk with you about your options, Comprehensive Cancer Conter
Wo apologizo for any listen to yous concems or help you choose a path. Don't make the joumey alone. BT Univenalty of Michigen p
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