Sunday
June 7, 1998

Graduation day: All three
Farmington high schools
are graduating at Com-
puware Sports Arena on
Beck Road in Plymouth
Township today.

T
ECE T ENLESTS -y X
Vote today: Polls are open
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
June 8 for the Farming-
ton school board election.
Two of five candidates
will win four-year terms.

So long: A reception for
retiring Power Middle
Schoul assistant principal
Norm Luebke is from 4-6
pam.
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Drug bust snares 3 at pizza shop

cocaine and m

3 was selling drugs.
Police arrested seven people and
acized 70 grams of cocaine and mari-
juana after awooping in on a Southfield
pizza place where drug deliveries were
done in 30 minutces or less.

About 11 p.m. Thursday, undercover
officers from Farmington Hills, West
Bloomfield and Novi alerted Southfield
police and raided Papa Romano’s Pizza
at 23926 Nine Mile after sceing an

Police from Farmington Hills and two other
departments arrested seven people and seized
arijuana at a pizza shop in
Southfield where police believe an employee

employee make three drug deals from
the rear entrance.

Police also pearched the employec’s
apartment at 28477 Franklin Road,

The bust is part of an investigation
that started several wecks ago with an
undercover drug buy in Farmington
Hills. Police tracked onc man, who is
doscribed as o mid-level dealer, to a
pizza place where he worked.

“He was certainly was not working at
Papa Romanos to deliver or make piz-
zas; He was therae only for his business
of delivering cecaine and marijuana,”
Farmington Hills police Chief Bill
Dwyer soid.

“He had no other interest but to
deliver narcotica to young poople,
which is upsetting.”

The man will likely be charged with
delivery of cocaine over 50 grams,
which carries a 10-year fail sentence
upon conviction.

He also faces two separate counts of
possession with intent to deliver
cocaine and n count of possession with
intent to deliver marijuana.

Six others were arrested on charges
ronging from outstanding traffic war-
rants to possession of cocaine.

The raid olso neotted four vehicles
gnd $9,000 cm:l{\ Other property might

e dored for f s uds

the pizza business.

“I don't believe that this could have
continued without the owner’s knowl-
edge,” Dwyer said.

Polico sny the case is unusual, if not
unsettling, becouss the drug deala took
place out of a legitimato business fre-
quented by young people, Dwyer said.
A high volume of traffic around a pizza
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Babe [n car
land: Sixteen-
month-old - |,
Bailey :
Adkins of
Livonia plays
in the trun
of her grand-
pa an,
grandma's
1966 Pontiac
GTO at the
first “Cruise
the Grand”
classic car
show in the :
downtown
Farmington
parkinglot ||
Just south
and west of
the corner of
Farmington
and Grand
River, The car
?how isset -
for every .
Monday until .
September.
For more on
the first
event, please
turn to Page
A2,

5th-graders
down; 8th up
on MEAP

Farmington school district fifth- and
eighth-graders had mixed success in
tho science and writing portion of the
1998 Michigan Educational Assoss-
ment Program, administered in Jan-
uary and February.

According to the just-released MEAP
scores, 52.1 percent of fifth-graders
scored satisfactorily on the science
portion, down from 54.8 percent in

97.

In writing, the filth grade results
dropped from 88.3 percent satisfactory
in 1997 to 83.3 percent. Still, that was
goad enough for third place among
QOakland County districta.

More cighth-graders did well on

- both science and writing than in 1997,
The porcentage of students scoring
satisfuctorily in acience jumped from
21.1 pereent lnst year to 37.1 porcent,
In writing, the improvement went
from 84.8 pereentin '87 to 88.9 percent
in '98, the fourth best in OCakland
County.

Building-by-building scores will be
included in a Farmington Observer
article Thursday. But district
spokeswoman Diane Bauman said
cighth-grade studenta at three of the
four middle schools had significant
success.

Of those, Power Middle School atu-
dents fared the best, with 94.2 percent
passing the test. Warner and Dunckel
alao topped the 90 percent mark.

“There were only 30 schools in
Michigan that scored above 80 (por-
cent) in that arca and we had throee of
them,” Bauman said,

Landmark
flamingos
take flighty
passage

A Farmington Hills landmark has flown
the coup.

The lanky pink flamingos that adomed
the entrance of the Middlebelt Road
mobile heme park are gone but not forgot-
ten, The park's office has been deluged by
inquires nbout the birds since their abrupt
disnppenrance a month and a half ago.

An officc manager doesn't have an offi-
cial explanation, but is willing to wing it.

“Thoy’re sleeping; they're taking a rest,”
said Renee Vertin, office manager. “They
may come out of their sleop or they may
not. Or they might migrate to Florida to
be in a warmer climate.”

Pink flamingos ~ the birds — proliferate
in tropical paradises such as the
Bohamas. They have long legs, webbed
feet and a duck-like bill with a bend that

looka like it came out on the wrong end of

bar fight.

Perched: This is how the park’s’
entrance once looked.
considered to be the ultimate in kitsch.

Whother on front lawns or the title of a  speculation.

Which only leaves their absence at the
Flamingo Trailer Park open to wild flights of

‘Vote Monday to
settle board race

As co-chair of Farmington
High School’s all-night gradua-
tion party Sunday, Cathy V‘Ic.bb

Where o voto? Check out

the Farmington school dis-

will be up until dawn,
to make sure the send-offia a
fun, safe success for her son,
James, and other FHS gradu-
ates.

And those red-eye efforts will
came after the school board vice
president spends all day Sunday
at Compuware Sports Arena in
Plymouth Township, whero the
district’s three high schools will
hold back-to-back-to-back com-
mencement ceremonices,

Then, she'll be at the polls
Monday morning. Webb, one of
five candidates vying for two,
four-year terms on the Farming.
ton school board, had better
hope there's cither a place to
take o nap or some lively con-
versation going on.

If Monday's election follows
the pattern of the last two years,
it could be a snoozer — with &
very small turnout deciding the

race.

*I might have to meot you for
a heavily caffeinated beverage,”
said Webb, an cight-year board

Inct map, A4

veteran.

Only about 2-to-4 percent of
the 69,355 registered voters in
the district are expiected to
decide tho outcome of the clec-
tion. The ficld of candidates aro
Webb and 20-year board vetcran
Jack Inch, along with chal-
lengers Melody Jaske, Jackic
Katz and Anwar Mahmood.
There are no ballat questions to
be decided.

Jaske is & part-time sales
assistant who serves as treasur-
er of the district PTA council.
Katz, a mother of four who holds
a teaching degree, is subdivision
representative to the Foreat
PTA. Mahmood is a physician
who serves on the Farmington
Hills commission on Children,
Youth & Families, Inch io a pro-
fessor at OCC; Webb is a retail
advertising artist.

In 1996, the elcction drew
1,697 voters (2.6 percent),
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John Watcrs' film, plastic pink {1 are -
Ploaso sco PINK, A4
A grand job .
Farmi Hills-based C: ition Graphics

Neon Charity Challenger during the ITT Automo-
tive Detroit Grand Prix this weckend.
They’ll be working too.

6 63174 10006 4 .

.

Tho , which specializes in motarsports
hics, ia vesy ible for desi producing and
epplying the graphics for tine o0t «002 Sadgs
Neons in the race. Team membors were also going to
be there Saturday and Sunday, armed with crash
kits to ensure the decals are reapplied after an acci-
ent.
“In the past, we have literally had to re-decal com-

o

team members won't just be watching the PPG

FARMINGTON FOCUS

plete cara at the track becauso of crashes,” said Zach
T o Pres 1y

This is the fifth year the firm has provided decala
for the Grand Prix race.

Bullard backer

State Sen. Bill Bullard recently got the endorse-
ment of U.S. Rep. Joo Knollenberg, R-Bloomficld
‘Township.

Bullard, R-Milford, ie secking re-election to the
15th District Senate scat which includes Farming-
ton and Farmington Hills, He faces a GOP primary
challenge from state Rep. Barbara Dobb, R-Com-
merce Township, Voters will decide the race Aug.

Bullard, a 16-year voteran of the state Legisl
ture, has worked closely with Knollenberg, the Con--
pressman said. .

*Whether it's tighting for Qakland County’s fair
share, cutting taxes, fixing roads or improving edu-
cation - Sen. Bullard has always been there when
we've needed him," Knollenberg said.




