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' Measure you
|:portfolio with
- Benchmark

i If you are a typical investor, as a

New Year's gift you probably
received a letter whith reads
. pomething like this: “Last year your
portfolio rcturn was 15,87 percent
and its standard deviation wos 11.96
1+ percent.” What do performonce num-
-t bers really mean? Should you be
:+ happy or sad? Should you send a
I+t “Thank You” to your investment man-.
! agers or fire them?

These aro legitimnte questions beg-
ging for answers. Fortunately, there
. are benchmarks which are tools to
H help you gouge how your investments
are doing.

o
il Key Benchmarks .
In ont market b
include indexes, which represent the
genernl markets in which funds or
»¢ nccounts invest, and fund averages,
which teli how other comparable actu-
al funds have performed. The first
index cnables you to moke compar-
{7 isons with the appropriate market;
the second provides comparisons with

-- other similar investments.
. Comparable is the key word here.
You shauld use benchmarks to com-
[~ pare asscta that are roughly similar,
For example, fund bonchmarks com-
. pare investments that are similar in
size, composition, and risk profile,
1> Becavso people may invest in mutual
I>- funds with a range of investment
"~ objectives, frem pure lation to
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Keeping kids safo isn’t alwaya casy, but weeding
out the dangers that lurk in your own home is one
way to start.

Parents hoping to get a good look at a wide vari-
sty of ehild proofing possibilitics for their homes can
do so by visiting n model at the Child Safety Compa-
ny, Inc. in Southfield.

The model, designed with dozens of special fea-
tures, was created {nside n ono bedroom apartment
by Child Safety owner Aarron Ozrovitz. The unit is
the first of ita kind in the state of Michigan,

“Customers kept asking me if I had a showroom
they could coma to or a retail store where they could

looking at o bunch of stuff in packages on shelves
wasn't going to show them anything, so I set-up the
apartment.”

The “showroom” boasts all kinds of childproofing
devices such as covers for electric cords, magnetic
locks for cupboards nnd-“unclimbable” magnetic
locking gates, And there's the most recent addition
to the company’s product line, covers for computer
outlet strips many people have lying on the floor in
their home offices,

daya & week but tours, which take roughly onc hour,
are by appointment only. .

Adding the personal touch of a private tour and
showroom secmed a natural progression for the
unusual business Ozrovitz, 34, founded in 1991,

He got the idea for the professional Child Safety
Company after a friend described how his child was
hurt in o home accident. When Ozrovitz's buddy
tried to get safety devices to inatall at home, they all
scemed chenp and inferior.

“He told me many of tha products he bought broke
a8 he tried to attach them to his cupboards, Andina
woek’s time his child could by pasa all of them any-
way,” Ozrovitz recalled. “Then my friend called day
‘care providers, hospitals and doctors but nobody
knew of a company that serviced child home safoty.”

It just so happened that Ozrovitz was looking for a
business venture and the child safety idea scemed
pretty sound. -

* wanted to get into a businces of my own, some-
thing in service that would ba a big need in the com-
munity and wouldn't go out of style,” Ozrovitz said.

He did six to nine months of research interviewing
parents, pediatricians and day care workers.
Nobody he encountered had heard of a company
that installed products, but nll were enthusiastic
about the idea.

“] just came awoy with the idea that 1 wented to
help children from injuring themselves in their
homes,” he snid.

I< medium-term savings to retirement
< investing, they should always gauge
L performance ogaingt a comparable
Fe« benchmark. .
- * S&P 600

look at all the products,” Ozrovitz said. I figured -

‘Customers can visit the unique apartment seven :

Keeping It safe: Aaron Ozrovitz,
shows off a safety device to keep ¢

owner of the
hildren from touching hot items on the stove at

Child Safety

Company in Southfield,

the company’s model apartment in Southfield.

The next step was to find superior products that
he eould customize to cach clients home. He dug up
information on dozens of manufactures before decid-
ing which safety devices he wanted to put his com-
pany name behind.

“My goal was to have top notch high quality prod-
uects that would not only last for the first child but
fordlhl.‘ second, third and fourth one, too,” Ozrovitz
said.

Once he blished plans i the f
tures he could count on, Ozrovitz was ready to open
for business. His company was the first of it's kind
in Michigan.

Flooding the aren market with flyers and informa-
tion packets about his new firm soon had the phone
ringing at Child Safety Company, Inc.

“] started this business with $2,000. Now, I'm into
250 homes o-year,” ho snid. .

Today he orders products from 30 different manu.
factures. Most specialize in just one or two safety
devices.

1esdi

“These products are not readily available in the
stores,” Ozrovitz said. “They are made in the U.S.
and Canadn and designed by engineers.”

Remaining so particular about hia product line’
has been well worth the effart for Ozrovitz who has
numerous satisfied customers ond lots of repeat
business. .

“People don't want something that's going to look
like an eyesore and really standout,” Ozrovitz snid.
“The great thing about my products is that they are
hidden or like with the gate, it can be snapped down
in five seconds by the parents and put in a closet
when company’a coming over.”

Lori Goreta, of Beverly Hills, who had her first
child Inst July, called Ozrovitz last fali to help child-
proof her home. She found not only the products but
the personnl service and assistance offered by
Qzrovitz to be priceless.

“It was just & great experience all around,” she
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Community House offering Internet classes

Local retail |
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{7 The S&P 500 is a popular perfor-
L7 mance benchmark for the many stock
funds that match its composition —
large capitalization issues, dominated
by New York Stock Exchange-listed
companics. But it is an inapproprinte
benchmark for those investors who
acck to capture the long-term growth
of the overall market by investingina
substantial number of small and
medium-sized companies as well as
large ones.

« Russell 3000

The Russell 3000 is an unmanaged
market index of the 3,000 largest U.S.
companics of all three exchanges. It
represents about 98 percent of the
domestic equity market, and is

Detroit area women will be doing
more surfing - the Internet kind -
thanks to an $8,800 grant from
Ameritech to The Community House
in Birmingham.

The Ameritech Technology Scries:

guides.
The Community House
iding adult inui

AMERITECH

has been
education

*The Internot - One of Your Most
Valuable Resources™ will begin this
fall and is targoted toward women
between 30 and 60 years of age. The
four-class series will cover the besics
and a tour of the Internet, as well as
consumer and business Internet

classes for 76 years,

“We've cstablished a reputation for
meeting the current educational
needs of adult learners,” said Janetto
Engelhardt, immediate past presi-
dent of The Community House. “So
whon 78 percent of the Professional

Women’s Breakfast group said they'd
be interested in Internet classes, we
looked for a way to provide them.”
Engelhardt said Ameritech’s grant
will make it possible to provide these
hands-on classes to approximately
160 women in fall and spring classes.

Ameritech plans to work closely
with The Community House to devel-
op the curriculum, This is a very nat-
ural partnership,” soid Lisn Hamway,
Ameritech's director of contributions.
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State agency urges residents to save, invest safely

In with a national sum-

designed to give a full rep
of the U.S. stock market trading on
the New York Stock Exchange, the
American Stock Exchange and in the

Pleasc see MITIRA, BS

Sid Mittra. Ph.O., CFP, 13 professor emeri
tus of finance at Oakiand University and owner
of Mittra & Assaciates, & Rochester Hills
finoncia! consulting firm. This column was cit-
Ically raviewed by Professor Jerrold Grossman
of QU. You can e-mall questions or comments
to Sid Mittra at smittsa@osontina.com.

*Although many individuals haven't
tovelopod & 16 ial plan,

mit on saving and Michi-
gan's securitiea regulators urge resi-
dents to invest “enfely” by developing
a financial plan, monitoring their
inveatment firm, and being on guard
for fraud.

The June 4.6 summit in Washing-
ton D.C. waa established legislatively
through the bipartisan SAVER Act
(Savings are Vital to Everyone's
Retiromeont Act of .1977). More than
100 dclegates from the private and
public sectors will d}actéa’s woys to

P P
more and more people are considering
investment options,” said Kathleen
Wilbur, Director of the Michigan
Department of Consumer & Industry
Services (CIS). CIS is Michigan's
state agency responsible for approv-
ing securitica and registering securi-
ties brokers, agents and investment
adviaors.

“The current atock market is very
good, which more tinl

makes them tempting targets for con
artists. To avoid losing hard-earned
money through fraudulent or ques-
ionable i Michi rosi-
donts should get extensive inveatment
{nformation, which is available at all
librarics or through our office.”

Julie Croll, Director of the CIS Cor-
poration, Securities and Land Devel-
opment Bureau nlso urges investors
to research stocks before buying.

“The stock market has performed

h lly in recent years, with

investors,” said Wilbur, “Unfortunate-

the Dow average rising 20 percent or

sales blossom
in April

Michigan retailers posted their
best sales of the year in April, bounc-
ing back from & March dip that broke
a string of cight positive months.

The latest Michigan Retail Index
survey found that §9 percent
incrensed year-ta-year sales for the
month, while 16 percent reported no
change and 25 percent saw a decline.

Tho 69 percent was the best since
Jast December’s 83 percent. The 26
percent figure was the lowest since
December 1994, .

The Michigan Retail Index ia o
joint project of tho Michigan Retail-
ers Association and the Federal
Reserve Bank of Chicago.

“Retail sales were strong through-
out the state and across the industry
i&\, April,” sald Larry Meyer, CEO of

o Michi [ St/ pl by

and former dircctor of the Michigan

Department of Commerce,
“Consumers loosened their purse

strings a8 the economy continued to

help ton an ly, too many people don't have ade- more annually,” Croll said. *With a | 4/ o) "} n
o ¥ : 1 Tad : along and spring hit the state.’
savings. quate inv ge, which Please sco INVEST, B8 i
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