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lion addition.

Over the next 18-months, the
institute will reinstall its permn-
nent exhibits and prepare apnce
in the anncx for a Tyran-
nosnpurus Rex Skeleton, an
expansive climate exhibit and an
orientation theater where visi-
tors will see an MTV-type
averview of the newly designed
institute.

“We're concerned with reat aci-
ence, but the amusement park
fucl is necessary,” said Lawrence

striking contrast is the contem-
porary acsthetic brought to the
high-brow ficlds of physics, geol-
ogy and biology.

Perhaps in another context ~
at Cranbrook’s Art Muscum, for
starters — the exhibita could be
treated simply as modern art.

Don’t believe it? Examine the
10-foot-long robot chamelean,
urching with hie long tongue
extended. .

As the definition of sculpture
expands, the mechanical

4 lcon.with a skin d

Hutchinson, curatar of exhibi
al*Cranbrook Institute of Sci-
ence,

“We realize that we have to
reach out and grab people,” he
said. “It’s nll nbout cliciting an
‘ooh and ah.”

Hybrid artform

While the sleck industrial
dedign of internntionally renown
nrchiteet Steven Holl hos cer-
tainly reinvigorated the musty
n[r of the institute, the most

of o duzen video sercens makes a
compelling case for o hybrid art-
form of science, technology and
interactivity.

At a workstation across from
the robot, visitors can create the
old-world lizard’s environmental
background by selecting the pat-
tern of color and shapes. In
reaponse, the video-skin

1 leon exudes a M
to match the background.

The eight exhibits in “Robot
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Zoo” provide a hands-on experi-
ence for ncophyte acientiats
while apoon-feeding the princi-
ples of physiology and physics,
soid Hutchinson.

Adding to tho hands-on drama
ia one of Cranbrook's invention,
the Bio Bar, which bles &

ence with scicnce.”

Destination Cranbrook
A few years ago, acknowledg-
ing that atyle does matter at a8
sciance museum would have
inovitably drawn heavy eriticism
ists and

scene out of "Star Trek.”

At the Bio Bar, attendants
wait on those soatad at the
horse-shoe ahaped table, serving
guests with any of the entrees on
the menu of small-scale cxperi-
ments.

An order of “Cricket Songs,”
for inatance, comes with two
sticks, By rubbing them togeth-
er, tho sound of a cricket can
intimated.- An_ order of
“Chameleon Eyes” — two small
cylinders - provides a virtunl
experience of what it's like to
gaze through lizard optics.

“Our goal is to build scicnce
literacy,” snid Hutchinson. “We
want to show that you can have
an imaginative, pleasant experi-

from

But o funny thing happened
along tho way to arriving at the
proverbial hypothesis — the

art museums work together.
Ono of the best examples of
the Cranbrook Factor is she c«ia‘n-

said.

Gurian’s can-do attitude has
had an immense influonce in
buildi fid in tho reno-

struction of on the-
ater whero designers from the
Academy of Art worked with sci-
entists at the institute.

The oricntation theater,
according to Gurian, is 8
motaphor for the collaborative
apirit at Cranbraok and the
i lationship botween art

world becama an pin-

ball game.

And science has becomo insep-
arablo from art.

Whether coincidence or timely
planning, the Cranbrook cduca-
tional community is “uniquely
qualified” to bridge the worlds of
methodical inquiry and self-
expreasion, according to Elaine
Gurinn, acting director of tho
Cranbrook Institute of Seience.

“It's what we call tho ‘Cran-
brook Factor,” said Gurian, who
noted there are only a few other
educational communities in the
country where the scionce and

inter
and science.

“Things may seem disconnect-
ed, but the world is one ecologi-
cal system,” said Gurian,

The collaborative spirit isn't
confined to the Bloomfield Hills
cnmpus. ’
In the next fow l\\weol:u. 5ho

vation of the institute, especially
after tho sudden death last Jan-
uary of then-director Dan Apple-

man,

“f anything, I hope that T've
given poopla roason to beliave
that we're a great team - both
inpide and outside of Cran-
brook,” she said.

«“Qur cmphasis is on service.”

Within five yecars, Gurian
expacts the instituto will be
financially self-sufficient, gener-
ating rovenue from increased
attendonce (expected to far sur-
pass the current 200,000 a year),

media
Cranbrook,” will hit the air-

‘waves and newspapers. The

intont is to position Cranbrook
as a place to bring the family
and spend the day, said Gurian.
“You can't have o public muse;
um and keep it a secret,” shé

merchandiso sales, corporate
hips. & d b

ship and rentals.
Self-sufficiency. Sclence. Art.
: iding o H

ty. Maybe it lo all related.
Now that's worth oching and
ahing about.

Beth Et Chapel.

The festival runs through Sat-
urday, June 20. It fentures local
and internotional musicians per-
forming the mucic of the wmas-
ters, and several 20th-century
composers, such as Ravel,
Debussy, Prokoficy along with
Tpwer's recent works.

The concerts are held in inti-
mate and ethereal settings such
ns the chapels of St. Hugo's,
Temple Beth El and Kirk in the
Hills and Graosse Pointe Memeri-
al Church.

Taking the abatract disso-
nance of serialism established by
Schocnberg in the early 20th
century and adding the unbri-
dled passion of Beethoven,
Tower has derived a complex,
yet accessible sound.

Her style can be summed up
as “every sound relntes to the
whale.” Or what Tower refers to
ns motivated structures.

“I'm trying to learn how to
make a picce move while ereat-
ing 2n overall strong musical
structure,” she said.

unmistakable influence. Tower
grew up in South America and
was stirred by both the indige-
nous rhythms and the works of
the mastors, porticularly
Beethoven. '

While she claims to have
moved away from the overly
abstract influences of serialism —
an extension of the 12-tone
music that moves in seemingly
arbitrary circles rather than
keys - Tower's music is defini-

Bard College.

In many ways, the contribu-
tions of women composers in
classical music lags far behind
other ficlds, such as the visunl
arts and literature. '

“Lock at the history of music,
there aro very few women,” she
said.

With her late 1980s composi-
tion, “Fanfares for tho Uncommon
Woman,” Tower found a subtle
and effective way to give Copland’s
widely ized piece (“Fanfare

tively rooted the 'y
experience and deeply personal.

“(Sertalism) was too abstract
and dense, I wanted to explore
other worlds,” she said. ,

" Her first orchestral work com-
posed in the early 1870s, “Ama-
zon 11" integrated many of the
local'South African cadences.
And her subsequent works, such
as “Sequoia” and “Neon Dance,”
drew on folk motifs and ambi-
tious, bold swings of energy.

But according to Tower, audi-
ences have been reluctant to
open up to the works of new com-
posers, preferring to listen to

Recently, the Pi h Sym-
phony Orchestra featured her
compositions, many of which are
distinguished by an infusion of
pereussion,

The percussive sound is an

reinterp of the worka of
the masters.

“Mugic is the most pure and
most atubborn art form,” said
Tower from her home in Annan-
dale, N.Y., where she teaches at

for tho Common Man") a distinc-
tively sexunUpolitical slant.

In 1990, Tower was tho first
woman to win the biggest prize
in contemperary music, the
$1560,000 Grawemeyer Award,
for her orchestral work, *Silver
Ladders.” !

But clearly, Tower isn’t inter-
ested in being labeled 2 “woman
composer.” .

“The firat listener is yourself,
and the second listeners aro the
porformers,” she said, “If the
player doesn't respond, then the
audidnce won't feel the energy
and emotion of the music.”

With her music being played
at five musical festivals this
summer, it's unlikely that any-
one thinks of Tower's work as
background music.
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‘It's still a very young show and a workin-
progress. We're optimistic. West Bloomfiold Is an

Although if this year's estimat-
ed 76,000 people attend, parking
lots and traflic congestion could
resemble a big city drive-time
jame

“It’s atill a very young show
and a work-in-progress,” she
aaid. “We're optimistic. West
Bloomficld is an aren where art
is appreciated.” -
. “Somo day, we'd like to be ree-
ogmized'on the level of ‘Art and
Apples’ (in Roch »

area where art is appreciated.’

-

Beisy Schneider
Chamber of Commerce

' Accurziing to Schneider, the

of the festival's first

).
Fora d in mid-Septem-

.ber, Art & Apples takes over

Rochester. Hundreds of thou-
ganda of people stream into and
around Rochester’s Municipal
Park. A recent study conducted
for the Paint Creok Center for
tho Arts, organizers of the event,
rovealed an impressive economit
spin-off during the featival week-

end.
But like many fledgling feati-
vals, the higgest chall id

throe years was to attract top-

notch artists, With that accom-’

plished, this yenr’s festival has
stepped up the marketing effort.

“We're not a ‘crafty’ art fair,
but a fine art, juried show,” said
Schneidor, “Pecple who buy art
know the difference.”

after al), just might be a state of
mind.

Local artists

Atout one-guarter of the 200

artists in this year's West
Bloomfield Art Festival are from
Michigan.

Local participants include:

t-stat

Although this year
vendors have been brought in to
the fostlval, Schneider expects
that beginning next yesr, local

sal
Schneider, is to build an identity
and build audiences.

To clevate the festival’s profils,
the chamber hired Howard Alan
Events Ltd. of Florida, which
handles the promotions of festi-
vals across the United States.

re will provide the
food and beverages.

*Eventually, this festival will
represent the identity of the
Wost Bloomficld community,”
she said.

Carole Berhorst, Kimborly

ichael of Bloomfield Hills;
Suzanne Lifton of Farmington;
Alan Gibson of Livonia; Rob
Mueller of Rochester Hills;
Georgo and Robert Ferria of
Southfield; Richard Salay of
Troy; and, Barbara Abel, Car-
olyn Joseph, Bonnie Kicda, Stan
and Debbie Megdall, Kathy
Phillips, Maureen Voorheis of
‘West Bloomfield

Going d in

The youth and teen program at the BBAC offers preschoolers through
senior high school students an opportunity to study a wide variety of
art offerings on a weekly basis with skilled instructors| The programs
develop the skills utilized in creating art work with attention to building
acsthetic awareness and creative ability. The summer session runs July
6 through August 8. The Birmingham Bloomfield Art Cénter is located
at 1516 S. Cranbrook Rd., just north of 14 Mile in Birmingham. For

further information Call 2480644°0866

: Tukro a day fo visi Cronbrook with family and frieods!
There's more fo uﬁ’ore than ever boforo ot Cmpbrwk - more axhibs, »
e

more fours, more fun. Jump-start your imagi at our n Xp
science museum. Toke a three-hour four of our National Historic Landmark
campus. Stop for a picnic near the science museum or hike lush noture
trails. At Cronbook, you'll find something for everyone o enjoy

this summer - rain or shine. e

Institute of Sclonce

Chock out ur nowly expanded museum and
summer blockbuster exhibit, The Robot Zool
Lorgerthan-lifo robotic beasts, including a giont ¢
squid with 18-foot tentacles, demonstrote how
animals function in the natural world,

Bo sura fo join us for grond apening festivities
June 13 and 141

. The qm;mdwb of Cranbrook by FANUC : :lena]tivlty is
: Art Mussum i
Explore an arroy of confomporary art exhibitions - @ glrre;tive
J foaturing pholography, sculpture, ceramics and f @ Learnin§ E !
B mﬁ’u The Srzuseum :L;: of wf:ﬁa‘naﬁng !?;'n e How to See Xpressions
- : istoric Saarinen House as as ona of the - B
-t . :ounrry's finest outdoor sculpture collections. l-I § @ -g:: c([))\:.gl‘-;lng b 8]::5{‘{::
Wander more thon 40 acros of spectacular gardens X L < _?rawlng for through Art
surrounding the home of Cron founders George | eens & Wild World
" ond Ellen Scripps Booth, open daily this summer. } of Art
Cranbrook House is ovailable for guided tours on 18
Sundays and Thursdays ot various times. .,H -] gopi}]
T ‘ 3 ook Art
- BRIl & Photography for
i } : : the Young Artist @ ﬁ‘]’fg}ﬂgﬁ
For information, call toll free: o | B :

1-87 7-GO-CRANBroock
1221 N, Yoouward Avenvé in Sloomfi=kd Hills,
just a few miles north of downtown Birmingham.
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