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3 elected to C’vﬂle school board

In the Clarenceville School
District, school board trustee
Gary Garrison, a newcomer just
four years ago, now finds him-
gelf the most scnior membor of
the board after winning re-elec-

tion in Monday’s school clection.
« Nowcomer John S8haw and
incumbont Garrison both won
four-yoar torms. Newcomer
Bryan Bentley won an epen two-
ycar term.

In the tace for the four- -year
term, Shaw waa the top voto get-
ter, with 145 votes l’nllnwud by
Garrison who garnored 132
votes. Brian Silvernail came in
third, with 62.

With 133 votes, Bentley bent
Cryunl Waack’s 82 votes to win
n two-year term on the
Clarenceville school baard,

“I was the now kid on the
block four years ago, and I
never, ever thought that one day
I would be the senior member,”
Garrison said. “It's alwaya better
to have a mix, experienced and
nowcomers.”

- Board President Linda Bran-
demih! leaves her poat this

Poll watchlng: Candidate John Shaw (nght) waits far
school election results to start coming in at about 8:16
p.m. Monday. Shaw was the top vote-getter for a four-
year term in Clarenceville.

month, and the other gix
trustees have all been elected
aince Garrison first took office
four years ngo.

Voter turnout tallics in the

small Oakland County district,
which serves ports of Livonia,
Redford Township and Farming-
ton Hills, were not immediately
available.

Absentee ballots tip WL board vote

. Beforo the results came in,
Michael Karson had a feeling
abaentee votors would determino
who was elected to the Walled
Lako school board.

:+Ho was right.

: Witha voter turnout of only
2.6 percent in the district raco
for two four-year terms, abaen-
{eo votes made up a 41 percent
of the ballots caat. And 416 of
the 698 absenteo votes support-
ed Karson for one ol‘ t.hc terma.

. The West Bl

Qakley Park Elementary,
precinct cight, waa o karate
class which moved it leason out
on the front lawn to make way
for voting machines in the school
gym. About 73 voters turned out
at that poll.

“There was nobody there,”
McConnell said of the different
polls he visited Monday.

Karson suggested the district
post election signs outside the
polling placea to raise awarenesa
in future electi

will take his seat on the board
July 1 and board vice president
Thomas McConnell will return
(ar another term.

dolph Ston, d to

“It's 8 shamo that peapla don't
know about the election,” Karson

All three candidates and their
wives lated each other

the board a year ago, was ousted
by 80 votes. McConnell took
1,031 and Karson received 820.

Candidates and school officials
were disappointed with the
turnout of only 1,447 people out
of 57,000 registered voters, The
district includes the northwent
corner of Farmi

aftor the votes were tallicd
shortly before 9 p.m. Monday in
the district board room occupied
by lces thnn 20 school omclnls
and supporters.

Ston, who received more votes
than Karson in seven of the 10
precincts, wasn’t suro why

I think typically if them isn't

a financial issue on the ballot

people feel it isn’t worth their

time,” snid James Geisler, super-
-intendent.

* The only action happening at

were overwhelmingly
cast in Karson's favor. “It could
be as simple as I have a short
name and I think I was third on
the ballot.”

Ston said candidates really
need to get the word out earlier

than in past yeara since moro
voters in recent ycars are caet-
ing absenteo ballota.

“I'm very surprised,” Karson
said of his election, *I'm also
very cxcited. I'm looking forward
to mpresentmg overyone in the
district.”

Karson said 2 lot of friends
and supporters helped him win
tho election including his two
sons, Jeffrey and David, who got
the word out in the their schools.

“I wosn't shocked at all,”
McConnell gaid of his top status
among votors. *I was very confi-
dent I've done a good job over
the last few years.”

All throe candidates posted
signs in the dlsttlct, but
M¢cConnell noted his extra cam-
paigning tool — candy mints cov-
cred by re-clect McConnell wrap-

Bnth winners said they don't
hava any immediate issues thoy
wish to addreas.

*I think, at this point, I need
to ba hmught up to dnte on all
the issues,” Karson

“I'm going to ralhh the
moment for a while, then Il sit
back and decide the direction I'm
going to go,” McConnell said.
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