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Campaign donations to state
politicians laced with conflicts

big bucks to politicians and political par-

ties. In return, you get favorable treat.
mént from state government. That's the way
miny folks think the political-business complex

opprates these days, .

That'a why some Michigan Senate Democrats
stirred up such a hornets’ nest last week when
thiy released research contending that big GOP
oa‘hu-ibutorn are getting big bucks back from the
state. .

They released a liat of 63 people who con-

tributed $50,000 or more to the Republican

Party from 1994-97. Of these, 36 arc offiliated
P nics that received state contract

worth a total of $758,613,307 and various

including job traiai ine to
according to the Democrats.

R ive donations by those individual,

whose companies do business with the state

cléarly create the potential for a conflict of
intorest,” said Sen. Gary Peters, D-Bloomfield

Té.wnship. “When you find this correlation

between big contributors and the amount of the

coptracts, it just leaves open the door for
cHarges of conflict of interest and abuse of the
system.”

{Poters also introd on
laps prohibiting investors in casinos in Detroit
frdm contributing to political parties or candi-
ddtes. The package also would:

‘® Cap donations by individuals to state par-
ti¢s at $5,000 annually.

‘M Cap total contributions by an individual to
all political campaigns at $60,000 or $100,000
pdr olection cycle,

Response from Republicans was furious.

E"l'his in sleazy research that should never
h4ve seen the light of day,” charged Jim Tobin,

. spob for the Michigan Jobs C: issi
which awards most of the job training grants to
companies.

E John Truscott, spokesman for Gov. John
Epgler, asserted the state runs the cleanest con-
trhcting process in history. “The governor's
offico doesn’t know who's getting the contracts,”
Tiuscott argued, “Contracts are competitively
bf.d and, besides, most of the bureaucrats mak-
ing those decisions are Democrats.”

' During thé adminiatration of Gov. James
" “Blanchard back in the 1980, I served o5 chair
. .ofthe Michigan Job Training Coordinating
P Council, The council worked closely with tha

You‘re a wealthy business owner. You give

grinta
$41,900,032,
“The

A Tootalnts, 1alad

g\')vernnr's office for job training. Together, we
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parochial school, whose tuition has gone up, are
School Ch0|ce ls rea“y chance also asking to attend this achool — nlong with
he Farmington Public School District often the several children in your emall neighborhood.
touts its “School of Choice” program as one So all the names are thrown into one hat and a-.
of its asscts, Administrators wax poetically at lottery is held. Your child is suddenly told that , _,
civic lunch about giving parents the free-

did much the same things the Michigan Jobs
Commission does today, so I know something
about what reality lies behind the partisan
sound and fury, .
First, there is no doubt the potential for

_nbuso exists, whether in Republican or in
D. P . n

ic

there will be no “school of choice® this year. It

dom to chose the school that best fits their child. | will be schoo! by chance. Never mind that the

The truth of the matter is a much uglicr picture. | kids from Highmendow and other schools don’

- For many parents, Farmington's “Schools of know the children at the neighborhood school ™
Choice™ program is, in reality, schools of chance. | and your child has spent six to eight years with

1 think most parents are under tho falso 1

them on a daily basis. +
assumption that schools of choice means that a

The lottery is held, There are winners and
parent may opt to send his/her child to school, losers, Your child did not get a winning aumber.
outside the neighborhood, because it has special

Now you have to tell your daughter that she
courses, special times of attendance, or, becauso

it has something else that best fits the child —if’
there ia room. I don't think anyone ever-thinks
of a school of choice option as being the only way
your child can attend his neighborhood school.
This is what is happening to my family, We
bought a house in Farmington because the dis-
trict has a good reputation and in our neighbor-
hood because we saw that the neighborhood
schools are close and goed. Then several years
later, new bounidary lines for the schools were
designated. They chose to redistrict small neigh-

cannot vontinue on with all her friends inte 3 !
Duncke! Middle School. She has to start over at? !
East Middle School and make new friends, Oh, ™ |
. and by the way, your two good friends who also | ¢
Jive in our neighborhood and were in the lottery
— well, they got into Dunckel. So now my daugh-
ter faces the prospect of entering middle schoal , |
(a scary ition for all children) with any |
support system outside her family. Now, all her

friends, including these who live in our neigh-
borhood, will be going to the neighborhood

schoal, Dunckel ... while ehe must get onabus *

Big

aro always going to get access to the system;
they certainly aren't making those big contribu-
tions for nothing.

John Truscott is being disingenuous when he
claima nobody in the governor's office knows
who's applying for state contracta and grants.
The Engler administration is one of the most
efficiently managed political operations in
Michigan history, and if you believe nobedy in
tho administration knows who has contributed
to the Republican Party, I've got a very nice
bridge I can sell you.

It's never cut and dried in these matters.

As 1 remember it, we gave some big job train-
ing granta to the Chrysler Corp, Why not? The

was among Michigan's largest employ
ers, fully entitled to legal job training help. And
some Chrysler ives made big ib

small hb ds make and go the other side of town to attend East .
less noise about change than big neighborhood: with total She is the only child in the’
However, the district has “schoo! of choice” so
you are not too concerned about the fact that the | has not chosen.

children in your small neighborhood are now
supposed to go to different middle achool than
the rest of the kids at that school.

Your child attends elementary school for six
years. She makes friends. She develops a social
support system that is just as important to her
a8 your friends aro to you. You work on commit-
tees with other families and develop the kind of
community relationships the district and Farm-
ington Families in Action is always talking
about. You work hard to get to know both your
children's friends and their parents so that
when the kids head off into those dangerous
middle school years, you are confident that your
group is on the right path and the parenta can

You tell yourself that lifg is full of disappoint-
ments and that your child must get used to the *
cruclty of the world. You assuré your doughter
that sho can still keep her old friends, even
though you can already see the procesa of sepa-
ration beginning in the classroom. The *win-
ners” are bonding and banni h i
will be most evident on the day they all leave
the classroom to go visit Dunckel and my child |
is left behind. Did you know that 11-year-old .
children experience loss just like adults ... L
anger, tears, depression ... maybe more 80, L
because they have just entered the period where
peers become more important than anything. .

1t is no consolation to her that in three years, |
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neighborhood being forced to go to a school she ! }
|
i

tions to Gov. Blanchard’s campaigns, Why not?
He helped save the company. .

Peters’ legislation makes lots of sense,
although I doubt it will go anywhere in the
GOP-controlled Senate, Short of that, one useful
step might be to require full disclosure of just
who geta what state grants and contracts from
the state and what their record of political giv-
ing might be. This, at least, might reduce the
of conflict of i

Phil Power is chairman of HomeTown Com-
munications Network Inc., the company that
owns this newspaper. He welcomes your com-
ments, either by voice mail at (734) 953-2047,
Ext, 1880, or by e-mail at ppower@oconline.com

with one another.

You watch as each fifth grade class approach-
es spring and choices are made about middle
school. O Ily, a child in the neighberh:
chooses ta go to the atypical school. Or one year,
the entire neighborhood of kids decided to go off
the “other school.” Yet, each year the “school of
choice” program worked so that students got to
attend the school they chose. Now it is your
child's turn. Oops, for the first time there is an
unusually large group of children who wish to
attend Dunckel Middle School. Children who
have already attended another school of chaice,
Highmeadow, and children who went to

she will be able to return to those friends. Yes, . .
these new friendships are only y.The * !
district expects her to keep these new friends for :

H

only three years, Then she is districted to return |
to the neighborhood high school (North) and she
will bo expected to try to rejoin one of those H
teenage cliques (we nil know how easy that is). C
Of course, Farmington Public Schools will .
assure her she could always start with her new
friends and attend one of the other high schools  :
(Harrison or Farmington), if there is room. After |
all, we have “school of choice” ... !
Patricla Neweombe
'armington Hills '
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and desserts, are

1/2 Off All Pepperidge Farm Cookies,
Crackers, Goldfish, Layer Cakes, Turnovers,
And Bread Items. No Coupon Neccssary,
May Not Be Combined With Other Offers.
*1/3 OR Sugsested seanufecturer’s Retsll Price.

£8

i What? -
| Your Mom Never Shopped At Her
Pepperidge Farm Bakery Thrift Store?

Go tell her your favorite Pepperidge Farm breads and rolls, snacks, cakes,
cookies,

all there at everyday low prices. And the store is
really close by. What's she walting for?

Okay...maybe this spectal offer will get her attention.

LIVONIA
29115 Eight Mile Rd.
(248) 477-2046
BIRMINGHAM

1950 Southfield Rd.
(248) 642-4242

STERLING HEIGHTS
21283 17 Mile Rd. at Dequidre Rd.
(810) 264-3095
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“'*Fhur. ® Fri. * Sat. Sun.
June 11 » 120 13 ¢ 14

BAKERY THRIFT STORES®

*Thrift denotes products retumed unsold by distributon of prodacts not tmeeting our hiph standands for firt qualny.
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# Toro GTS* Engine Guaranteed to Start on 1st
or 2nd Pull for 5 years of we Fix it Free."

# Exclusive Recycler® Technology Processes Clippings
Faster, Handles Mote Grass without Slowing.

4 Durable Cast Aluminum Deck.

Model 51587
Now with gven more
powet (up to 200MPH)
1o clean twl;s

Mode! 51903
Powertul 31/ce, 2Cycle
onging & a targo 187,
duat-line cut lof fast, effi-
ciant tamming

AutumMilla Commerce Townshle EammingtonHlls  Eacmington Hilla Highland
Kl; Bre. ‘Woaelt L Bades Batary Lawn & Lowury. Pote’s Dus Vehs
2091 P R, 8045 Commeroe 26819 G Rver: 27050 Grand Revae 1155 Maord RA. 3501 W. Hghtard Ra.
poauyilie Rochester Boyal Oak Southfield TiRx
Mans Dutdoor Power [ Rochesir Elevales inc Lawn Equiprment
16958 Normwie RY 412 Waner 54, TT;SUA: 2220 Qreartetg STWinng lake Ra Dectr Mwy.




