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éArts reporter named O

]

Hanored: Eccentric Newspapers’ arts reparte-r Frank

Provenzano (left) was recently honored as the compa-
ny's Journalist of the Year, He received his award from
Philip Power, chairman of the HomeTown Communica-

tions Network, Inc..

Hend bowed, arta reporter
Frank Provenzano thankfully
accopted an accolade from his
peers recently — the Observer &
Eecentric Nowspopera® Journal-
ist of tho Year award,

“Frank is in the process of cre-
ating a new genre of journalism,”
said Philip Power, chairman of
HomeTown Communications
Network Inc., the O & E's parent
company.

“And the guy writes like an
angel,” Power said, nddressing O
& E cditorinl staff and execu-
tives who attended the compa-
ny’s annual award ceremony.

Unlike traditional arts cover-
age, Power credited Provenzano
with melding community and
art, emphasizing and supporting
their relationship.:

&E Gournalist of year’

While praising Provenzano's
literary writing style and in-
depth treatment of arta and com-
munity, O & E Taste/Entertnin-
ment section editor Keely Wygo-
nik also noted his leadership and
advocncy skills. -

Provenzano ia credited with
organizing three lecal forums on
the National Endowment for the
Arts' “American Canvas Report,”
a probo into the viability and
survival of the nation’s arta
Froups,

Stepping beyond the role of
reporter, Provenzano united
local arts organizations in dis-
cuasion — many for the first time,
Wygonik said.

Also nominated for the annual
award were: Redford Observer
rn(:pnrlgr _‘B‘i_!l Casper; West

A graduate of Michigan State
University, Provenzano has been
writing about the arts for the
Obsorver & Eccontric Newspa-
pera since early 1997, shortly
after the group launched its Sun-
day edition.

A resident of Grosse Pointe
‘Woods, 38-yoar-old Provenzano
has written fot the Dotroit Free
Press, Crain’s Detroit Business
and the Motro Times.*I'm just so
pleased that people are roally
taking tho arts seriously,” he
aaid. “The arts are really a vehi-
cla for self development and
they’re alao a way that many
communitics develop civic pride
and identity.”

reporter
Grog Kowalski; Rocheater-Clari-
on Eccentric reporter Sharan
Dargay; Westland Observer
reporter Darrell Clem; arts
roporter Linda Chomin and com-
;)':mity life reporter Chriatina

0c0,

The event was held May 21 at
u'_m Italian American Club, Livo-
nia.
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NEWS & NOTES
FROM SMART

Hey Students, Ride SMART All
Summer Long For Only $30!

Pick up a SMART Youth r
Pass and get three whole months
of bus rides for only $30. At that
price, the SMART Youth Swnmer
Pass can save you over $60 on your
summer bus fare. That’s $60 in

your pocket. Plus, you can travel anywhere in the tri-county
area without ever needing exact change. To get your SMART
Youth S Pass, just ask your school counselor for an

Foatured
Tim Richard, a recent inductee
into the Michigan Journalism
Hall of Fame and director of
HomeTown Communications’
Regional News Service and writ-
er, columnist and journalism fac-
ulty momber at Wayne State

University Jaock Lessenberry.
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order form, or call SMART at (313) 962-5515. Valid only
for youths aged 6-18, SMART buses only. For the months .
of June, July and August. Sales start week of May 18th.

With fransifChek”!

SMART"s TransitChek® program benefits

everyone. It saves employees on gas, parking

and car repairs, while helping employers
save on taxes and improve productivity.

Here's how it works:

- Employers purchase TransitChek® vouchers in $20 or $30

d inations for their employ

- Employees use the vouchers to purchase monthly bus
passes or one-way trip tickets.

- Employees get to keep more of their income in their
pocket, helping boost their morale and job performance.

- Employers can claim the TransitChek® costs as a tax
deduction.

If you're an employer, call (313) 962-5515. Or, if you're
an employee, call us and we'll send a TransitChek® packet
to your employer right away.

It Pays To Join The
SMART Savers Club!

Want to save money on your monthly bus
fare? Just pick up the phone and join the
SMART Savers Club:

Adults - Save over $20 on your monthly bus fare with your
SMARTCard.

Seniors and Riders with Disabilities - Can save up 1o $15 on
their monthly fare with their SMARTCard.

Get A Regional Pass And Save!

When you order a Regional Pass, you'll not only save
money on your SMART bus fare, but also on B-DOT bus
fares. For a Regional Pass or Monthly SMARTCard, just
call (313) 962-5515 and we'll send you an order form.

RIDE
Suburban Mobility Auth

More Routes. Record R:dershnp.
And So Many Reasons fo Ride!
SMART’ on a Roll.

(313) 962-5515
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