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Measuring MEAP

District tackles uneven school-by-school scores

Schools in the Farmington dis-
trict are taking a more-focuscd
approach to the Michigan Educa-
tionnal Assesament Program
these doys, with teachers collab-
orating with those in othor
grades and across subject arcas
in order to determine the best
instructional appronch.

‘Doespite such efforts, the 1998
MEAP building-by-building
scbrea are decidedly uneven with
some fifth-graders struggling to
angwer acience questions such as
why anowflakes melt-in human

ands,

And now, it's time to figure out
the reason, said two members of
the district’s test assessment
team, as thoy poruse renms of
building-by-building results i in
the fifth and muhth grade sci-
ence and wrmng MEAP teats,
which were ad d in Jan-

scores come
just a few
woeks aftor
math and
reading

B ... fifth grade sclence
8COIes were “so uneven
it's hard to teaso out jJust
how to interpret (them).
Wa really have to analyzo
what's golng on there.”

percent from
tho provious
year,

of 14
schools, six
registered
drops in stu-
dent perfor-

results for
fourth- and
seventh-
graders
came in from tho stato,

“With all this activity and con-
centration of data it is difficult to
ook at it with any intonse,
meaningful discussion,” Maha-
lak said. “Staff noeds timo to
look at what we have to mako
sense out of it.”

Meanwhile, they said, the con-
tinuing change in the MEAP test
cxplains wl\y fifth-gradora

factory (profi-

\mry nnd Februnry.

Mahalak

cient) acum on the scienco por-

g to Carolyn
coordinator of tho district's
assessment department, and
Barbara Cherem, director of
evaluative assessment and spe-
cial projects, it might be a whilo
before tho whys and wherefores
arg clearly speiled out.

‘One reason is that the 1997-98
school year is ending, with
teachors scattering for much of
the summer. Anocther is the
sheer glut of statistical informa-
tion pouring into the district's
assessment office; the fifth- and

tion dropped from 64.8 percent
in 1997 to 52.1 percent in this
year’s test.

Looking at building-by-build-
ing scores, the success of stu-
dents in fifth grade science fluc
tuated dramatically.

For example, Longacre Ele-
mentary School students
dropped from 61.6 percent aatis-
factory in 1997 to 26.2 percent
this year. Even studenta at the
top-scoring school, Highmeadow
Common Campus, dropped 3
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Barbara Cherem

- director of cvaluative assessment
— e

mance in
fil"th grade
science,

“The old
scienco test was moro basic sci-
ence,” Cherem said. “This is real-
Iy high level, and it's reflected by
tho scores. I think the word sei-
once, in and of itsclf, is mislend-
ing. It's really o hmh-order toat
in relation to this

Cherem said that ﬂfzb grade
acience scores were “s0 uneven
it's hard to tease out just how to
interpret (them). We really have
to analyze what’s going on
there.”

She said the acience test no
longer ia & only a matter of A, B,
C or D - although multiple

" choice questions still are a

MEAP staple. “We've got n test
that's so tough in terms of two
other abilities, reading and anal-
yais, or higher-order thinking.”
In the eighth grade scicnce
teat, scores improved from 21,1
t0.37.1 percent p: i well

(94.1) nnd Hillsido (92,7},

Near the bottom of tho lad.
der, Longacro students went
from 94.1 poreont proficient in
1997 to 68.8 percent thia year.

Cherem said questiona posed
in the fih grade writing test
contributed tv the drop in
scores. Students wore asked to
write about a personal losa,

such as the death of n family -

pet, for example.

“Kids have trouble writinx
about losses,” Cheram said.
“You contaminate tho real abili-
ty to accoas how el‘fechvn a
writer they are, becnuj.s)e youm

throwing in some
variables thero,”
The eighth grade wnung test
provided the most reason to
cheer. Of the four middle

schools, three scored 90 percont '

proficient or better, with 94.2

: pumut nf Power studcnu poss-

ing tho te:

Studentn wroto nbuut how
thoy or sumeone they know faced
and overcame challengesa,

That kind of question, Maha-
Iak explained, “tends to have o
positive spin to it, you faced
thing and worked your way
through it.”

And, said Cherem, the brain
moro anul]y retrieves ponltivs

ries. “It's less

charged.”
Despite the wide rango of per-

formance, Mahalak and Cherem
said achools should not. be too
severely criticized because some
buildings might place more

emphasis on MEAP than others,

[ think thoy may be focusing
on other priorities that ere
equally important, but not juat
reflected in MEAP acores,”
Cherem said.

Test yourself on MEAP questions

ahove the state average (22.0)
but not where the district wants
them to bo. All four middle
schools improved over last year,
from a 6.6 percent gain at East
(22.7 to 28. 2) to a 23,6 porcent
jump at Powor, from 19.0 to
42.5.

Fifth grade writing scorca also
dipped from last year, dropping
from 89.7 to 83.3 porcont dis-
trictwide,

Forost Elementary students
scored 100 percent p

le MEAP Question -
&
pened to the snowflakes that
Marilyn's hand?
A. The snow changed to rain.
B. The snow melted to water.

ally happened.
hand and dissolved.
Grado 8:

up
from 98.2 percent Other top-
achieving scliools were High-

meadow (98.7), Gill Year Round
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How would scientists describe what first hap-

C. Snow is really just water, 80 nothing actu-
D, Tho snow mixed with the swoat on her
Sample MEAP Questlon-v- Science,
Wby was [t unportan!  for Jamie to chew her
A, Chewmz holpa the food :ﬂd( togother more
B. Only bite-sizo pieces can pass mmugh the )

Grade

had landed on

has eaten?

A. From the circulatory system to tho cells to
tho dlgeaﬁva systom.,
From the circulatory syatem to the diges-
nve system to the cells,
C. From the digeative system to tho circulato-
1y system to the cells.
D. From the colls to the digestive saystem to
the circulatory system.

h wall into the bloodstream.
€, Saliva and digestive juices can opaorate
mom efficiently on smaller pieces of ft
Chewing altows some of the food to be
nhwrbed into the bloods!
Which of the following represents the correct
pathway of the nutrients in the food that Jamie

Correct answers: B, C, C

troam.

Tem ple from page Al

Society officials xmﬂnlly asked

Shah n‘p&loxi:ed but eaid their

that festivitios for 20

days.

After several menungu. includ-
ing a Zoning Board of Appeals
session May 5, the event was
trimmed to five days and the
parade scaled back from 20
floats to nine. The parade will
run 1% hours instead of three.

Trees will have to be leveled in
order to put up tente, which
allows followers to listen to reli-
gious schalars reciting seripturo
through a video link from the
temple, Organizer Vastupal

Y.

Jainiam, which is based on
peace and non-violence, is ons of
the oldest religions in India and
has more than 100,000 followers
in the United States, The Farm.
ington Hills templo will be the
second of its kind in the country
and serve 300 Jain families in
the Dotroit area.

“This is a lifetime opportunity
for us,” Shah said. “This was not
taken lightly. We are willing to
replant the trees around the
site.”
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Though the ZBA approved the
tree removal under saveral stip-
ulations thnt include replant-
ings, Grant said he couldn't vots
in favor of tho permit.

“We hold developera' feet to
tha fire over taking one treo out,”
Grant said,

Of those removed, threo are
landmark trees: black oaks,
black cherry, red elms and red
pines, many of which are 8 to 12
inches in diameter,

The society will bo required to
replant trees within two years as
part of 23 conditions approved
by the Zoning Board of Appeals.

An organizer assured the
council that the temple will be
congtructed in time for the June
27 event. *I sea progress, but a
lot ol‘ work needs to be done,
md ity Manager Daniel Hobbs

The parade will start 9 a.m.
from Mercy High School and pro-
ceed north to 12 Mile July 5. The
society has agres to pay for addi-
tional costa involved with extra
police or fire help needed for the

event,
il
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Anei of the temple asked
that a wall be put up to deflect
noise and private security be
hired. The loc{aty is complying,
an organizer said.

Pater ond Caroline Michacls
Abowd live on 12 Mile next to
the temple and have complained
about the five-year construction

at the site.

“I hope that the membera of
the Jain Socloty realize what

1ly patient neig!
they have acquired,” wrote the
couple in a letter to the city. “Six
months of Saturday-morning
pounding is patience; five yenars
in sainthood.”

Tee from page Al

work, Hobbs said,

A timetable hasn't boen sct yot
as far as when golfors will get o
crack ot the back nine.

Tontative plans invelve
putting reven holes on the new
site while trying to squeezes two
more on the current San Marino
Bﬂlf course, Thore's clso talk of
usibly breaking off parcela of
wre witS and Sallisg M0 ¢
far research offico devolopment.

San Marino is part
of the city's parks and rocre-
ation's master plan.

o recent yenrs. the city has
acquired parcols that led to
B3.acre Founders Sports Park
and the Farmington Hills Ice
Arens and 78.acre Woodland
Hilla Nnture Park.




