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St. Dunstan’s Theatre Guild of
Cranbrook presents “Into the
Woods” 8:30 p.m. Thursduay-Sat-
urday, June 11-13 in the Outdvor
Greek Theatre, 400 Lone Pine
Road, Bloomficld Hills. General
Admission $15, Seniors and Stu-
dents, $12. Call (248) 644-0527.
BY MARY JANE DOERR
SPECIAL WRITER

Anyone who hns ever won-
dered what “And they live happi-
ly ever after” means in fairy-tale
lond, must take a romp in Cran-
brock Woods to sce .St. Dun-
stan’s Theatre Guild venture
into the land of imagination, On
the Greek stage, thoy have
mounted a sprightly and enjoy-
able vorsion of Stephen Sond-
heim'’s “Into the Woods” that
really takes you into the woods,

And there, undernenth that
clouded sky, is a hint of a sugges-
tion that Jack (John W. Ruther-
ford) may be right when he sings
“Giants in the Sky.”

In reality, this open-air, wood-
ed sotting fits this contemporary
*behind the scenes” look at what
really happens in those agelens
foiry-tales and nursery rhymes
that date back in time almost to
the cra of the theater style itself.
Whilo the setting presented
Music Director Margery Brooks
and Director Amy Lynn Smith
with some additional challenges,
Smith creatively turned these
surroundings into scenes from
the show.

The audicnce finds themsclves
seated “On The Steps of the
Palace,” on Prince Charming's
steps, and around Ann DelMay's
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colorful storybook sets, A partic-
ularly strong 20 member cast
humarously acted out the hero-

Jcally ever after version of the

Baker's Wife, Little Riding Hood,
Cinderella, Jack and the
Bennstalk, und Rapunzel.

Sondheim does not compose ot
the piano so his music is in his
wards, something the St. Dun-
stan’s captured with strong
“praineworthy” diction, Clearly
the jokes cnme across from the
budy micraphones when the
microphones weren't playing
tricks on the speakers.

This spenk-sing Sondheim
quality doesn’t nllow outstand-
ing voices like Peggy Led's to res-
anate when she sings the role of
Little Red Riding Hood, but the
show still demands a host of
quality voices.

Jamic Richards as. the Baker,
John W, Rutherford aa Jack,
Nicki Staccy as the Baker's Wile,
Marnic I1. Dichm as Cinderella,
Kendnll White o8 the Witch,
Joshua S, Dawson as Rnpunzel's
Prince and Chris Steinmayer ns
the Wolf and Cinderella's Prince
all have that essence of quality,
Even though Elizaboth Robinson
never sings much but “Al's as
Rapunzel, she does it well,

A dramatic Keith Lepard nar-
rators this ensemble work where
there scems to be ns many leads
an there are stars in the sky. The
story opens with a wish list, Cin-
derelln wishes to go to the ball,
the Boker and his wife wish fora
chitd, und Jnck’s Mother (Kappy
Pennington) wishes for cow that
gives milk,
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The cast hus captured the per-
sonalitica of the characters.
Dichm is a warm-hearted Cin-
derella. Stacey personifics “the
end justifies the means” philoso-
phy us the Baker’s wife. Ruther-
ford is funny as the dim-witted
Jack. Lec is articulate and cute
as the Little Red Ridinghood.

The jesting trio Kimberly
Parlove, Margaret Calloghan, and
Jon Casi add significantly to the
show as tho Stepmother and her
two doughters. Ironically, Stein-
mayer ia just 0s alimy o Wolf as he
is insincere as Prince Charming. A
commanding Kendall White
throws more than her pointed
nails around ns The Witch,

It is hard to know which witch
is which, as the story unfolda in
the unnarrated, ominous Act 2.
Each of tho characters had

resorted to harming the others:

in the pursuit of their own enda.
Everyone loses what they love in
the process of "Agony” and lenrns
that sometimes witches can be
right and giants can be good.
Richards is wonderful in his cli-
matic “No More® as the Baker.

While there are no falling
trees in this set, the wolf is fully
clad, and tho Prince has no gal-
lop, Smith has given us a post-
Simpson version of Sondheim
where “the bloody shoe fits like &
glove.” In this land of wolves
and witches, St. Dunstan’g has
come up with a distinctive show
where the end really does justify
the means.

Join us Grand Opening - ;
Weekend at Cranbroo -
Institute of Science!

Saturday June 13, 10am-6pm
Sunday June 14, Noon-5pm
Celebrate Cranbrook’s expanded science
full weekend of acfivities.

with a

Fun Flight Follies :
321 Blast OHl Lounch botla rockets and play porachute gomes.
Edible Experiments

Create solar marshmallows, ice cream, jumping pepper
and more,

Hands-on Science Activities

Moke pottery, fossils and flint lools outdoors.
Livel Music & Dance

Enjoy o varioty of cultural performances.

Robot Rally

Delphi Automotive System’s high school robot design
winners bring their show on the rood.

The Robot Zoo -
June 13 through September 7, 1998

Grand opening weekend kicks off this nationo! traveling axhibit
Feoturing sight larger-than-life, robatic ereatures, constructed of man-made
ports, Computer intaractive and hands-on displays help you discover how

ATANBRODK.

reck enimals function. Sponsered by FANUC Robaofics.

SCIEN

There’s moro to explore at Cranbrooks
Gardens, nature frails, Art Museum, historic homes
and picnic sites.

1221 N Woodward Ave, Bloomfield Hills
fust north of Binmingham
1-877-GO-CRANBrook
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