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" A woman gentanced to life in
* prison on conspiracy charges
stomming from a Troy drug
case — and subject of a subse-
quent heart transplant contro-
versy — will reccive a new trial,

Mindy R. Brass, now 38, will
get a new trial on Nov. 2,
Judge Rudy J. Nichols ruled
Thursdey after hoaring argu-

. ments that hor defenso attor-
ney did not have access to a
documents that called into
question’ the. credibility of
Willlam Lefflet, the main wit-

arrested in December, 1991,
after Lofflet and Mardenli
allegedly attempted to sell a
kilo of cocaine to undercover
police at a Troy matel. Brass
was in California at the time.

Brass and Mardenli wore
subscquently sentenced under
Michigan'a controversial 'drug~
lifer” law that mandates life in
prison with no chance of parole
for anyone convicted of traf-

ficking in 650 or more grams of

heroine or cocaine. Lefllet was
sentenced undor a different

the subject of numerous hear-
ings from people who insist it
is unjust and should be
changed. A number of legisla-
tors are currontly lobbying to
change the law — allowing
parole in some cases — possi-
bly this yecar.

Brass was the center of
another controversy last year
when the transplant team at
the Henry Ford Medical Center
in Detroit declined to rulo she
should be place on the list of

Oakland judge orders new trial for
inmate who seeks heart transplant

Brass contended she was
rejected because of her status
na o prison inmate., But the
hospital transplant team —
hended by Dr. Robert Higgins,
a Birmingham resident — said
she was rejected because her
history of drug use mado the
probably of a successful heart
transplant unlikely.

‘While Brosa was rejected for
a new heart from Ford Hospi-
tal, a group of mainly Oakland
County residents, calling them-

Brochure details township roads

A new brochure explnining the
ins and outs of roads in Oakland
County townships is now avail-
able for free frem the Rood Com-
mission for Qakland County.

The brochure, entitled *Roads
in Oakland County Townships:
Important Questions nnd
Answers,” covera a number of
issues related to roads in town-
shipa, including jurisdiction,
maintenance and funding issues,
as well ns providing general
information about the road com-
mission.

‘The brochure nnswers ques-
tions about road widening and

FLY FISHING SCHOOLS

paving, among other issuca.
“These are the questions we
frequently hear from residents
and officials in Qakland Coun-
ty's townships,” RCOC manng-
ing director Breat Bair said.
Anyone interested in copies of
the brochure should call RCOC's
Department of Citizen Services
at (248) 858-4804 or stop by
RCOC's Waterford Township
offices, 2420 Pontiac Lake Rond,
at the corner of County Center
Drive West, near the Qakland
County government campus. The
brochure is nlso available at the
offices of many township offices.
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Checking

It’s All in the Name

FREE!

Consider this.

If you operate a small busingss, sSmart money management Is a
1op priority. Uke checking. Where we offer a huge advantage.

No monthly fee when you maintain a minimum average monthty
balance of only $2,500, and the first 100 transactions are free.*
Plus, you can enjoy merchant services, payroll services and the
convenience of paying your business bills by teiephone of by
PC. And morel

Now, thats really SmartBusinesst Ask for details at any branch.
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